Types  of  Vehicles  on  Ambulance  Strength:  Ambulances,  Ambulance  Buses  and  Sitting  Case  Vehicles. 
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The  Deputy-Mayor  (Alderman  Mr.  T.  H.  DEWIS.) 

Alderman  Miss  A.  ARNOLD. 

Alderman  Mr.  J.  LATHAM. 

Councillor  Mrs.  E.  A.  ALLEN. 

Councillor  Mr.  K.  BENFIELD. 

Councillor  Mr.  W.  CALLOW. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Principal  School  Medical  Officer, 
Medical  Adviser  to  the  Pensioners  Committee  and  to  the 
Children’s  Committee  : 

T.  M.  Clayton,  M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

R.  J.  Dodds,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 

Janet  Margaret  Done,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  D.R.C.O.G. 
Assistant  Medical  Officers  ; 

Christine  Glynn,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Catherine  T.  Howat,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Vivien  Phillips  Helme,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.R.C.O.G. 
Christine  J.  T.  Jamieson,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Public  Analyst  ; F.  G.  D.  Chalmers,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 
Veterinary  Officer  : W.  Dale,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Sanitary  Inspectorate. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  ...  ...  R.  Williams,  O.B.E., 

D.P.A.,  F.R.San.L, 
F.S.I.A. 


Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Food  Inspector,  Senior  Factories 
and  Smoke  Inspector  ... 

Food  Inspector,  Factories  and 
Smoke  Inspector 
Meat  Inspectors 

Senior  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector 
Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors 


E.  A.  Johnson. 

T.  E.  Willmott. 

D.  C.  Norcliffe. 
L.  Vivian  (Senior),  J.  B. 

Salt,  R.  Sutton. 
H.  Ellis. 
H.  Lenton,  D.  H.  Evans, 
B.  McCutcheon. 


Housing  and  Canal  Boats 

Inspector  ...  ...  ...  R.  D.  Hayne. 

District  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  : J.  E.  Saunders,  G.  E.  A. 
Carless,  G.  L.  Morris,  G.  E.  Brown,  R.  W.  Baldrey, 
P.  J.  Wightman. 

Student  Sanitary  Inspectors  ...  A.  Harrison,  I.  Lowe, 

D.  Wilson. 

Rodent  Officer  ...  ...  ...  W.  J.  Brown. 


Health  Visitors: 

Superintendent  Miss  M.  D.  Lloyd. 

Deputy  Superintendent  ...  ...  Miss  K.  L.  Houlton. 

Health  Visitors  : Miss  G.  Buttery,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Carpenter, 
Misses  A.  Docherty,  S.  T.  Deane,  Mrs.  Dickenson,  Miss 
E.  Fraser,  Mrs.  B.  Grainger.  Misses.  D.  Jones,  M.  O. 
McKay,  A.  F.  McKenzie,  K.  O’Brien,  M.  Phillpotts, 
Mrs.  L.  Picken,  Miss  A.  V.  Pugh,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Pye, 
Mrs.  E.  P.  P.  Talbot,  Miss  B.  W.  Thomas. 

Part-time  Health  Visitor  ...  Miss  M.  Ratcliffe. 

Tuberculosis  Visitors  ...  ...  Mrs.  C.  L.  Harper, 

Mrs.  K.  Peters, 
Miss  D.  Phipps, 
Mrs.  E.  Wolverson. 

Part-time  Tuberculosis  Visitor  ...  Mrs.  E.  M.  Couchman. 
School  Health  Nurses  ...  ...  *Mrs.  E.  Ellis,  *Mrs.  M. 

K.  Dunnicliff^e. 

*Have  Ministry  of  Health  temporary  dispensation  to 
undertake  certain  health  visiting  duties. 
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Municipal  Midwives : 

Non-Medical  Supervisor  ...  ...  Miss  M.  A.  E.  Taylor. 

Deputy  Supervisor  ...  ...  Mrs.  Woodley. 

Midwives  : Miss  D.  G.  Abell,  Mrs.  E.  Adams,  Mrs.  I.  Argyle, 
Mrs.  N.  Beagrie,  Miss  V.  Bate,  Mrs.  M.  Brivkalns, 
Mrs.  J.  Brett,  Miss  D.  Brown,  Mrs.  E.  Caskie,  Miss  J. 
Cornwaite,  Mrs.  D.  M.  Cox,  Mrs.  M.  Diaper,  Mrs.  J. 
Duckett,  Mrs.  F.  Pardon,  Mrs.  M.  Flynn,  Miss  D.  C. 

Greaves,  Mrs.  E.  Harris,  Miss  D.  Heritage,  Mrs.  A. 

Hubbard,  Mrs.  W.  Kinsey,  Mrs.  E.  McDowell,  Mrs.  B. 

Fell,  Miss  P.  Norton,  Mrs.  S.  O’Donnell,  Miss  E.  Raine, 
Mrs.  E.  Reddick,  Mrs.  D.  Reeves,  Mrs.  M.  Rouse, 
Miss  J.  Pickett,  Miss  W.  S.  Sparkes,  Mrs.  A.  Spragg, 
Mrs.  E.  Stevens,.  Miss  D.  G.  Taylor,  Miss  I.  Trasler, 
Miss  A.  Ward,  Mrs.  E.  Wright. 


Day  Nurseries : 

Supervisor  ...  ...  . ...  Mrs.  M.  E.  Williams. 

Nursery  Matrons  : Miss  M.  Allan,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Arnatt,  Miss 
K.  G.  Blackmore,  Mrs.  B.  Bruton,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Butcher, 
Mrs.  G.  Crichton,  Miss  D.  M.  Griffiths,  Mrs.  I.  P. 
Gerrard,  Mrs.  E.  T.  Young. 

Nursery  Staffs  Nurses — 87.  Others — 131. 

Home  Nursing  Service: 

Superintendent  ...  ...  ...  Miss  H.  B.  Auckland. 

Assistant  Superintendents  ...  Miss  M.  K.  Greene. 

Miss  M.  C.  Lynch. 

Nurses.  Full-time  46  (includes  3 male).  Part-time  6. 

Home  Helps  Service: 

Organiser  ...  ...  Mrs.  E.  Marshall. 

Assistants  ...  •••  •••  •••  Mrs.  M.  Ball. 

Mrs.  J.  Radford, 

Mrs.  D.  Buggins, 


Home  Helps.  136  (including  part-time  workers). 


Occupation  Centre  for  Mental  Defectives : 
Superintendent 
Deputy  Superintendent  ... 

Temporary  Assistant  Superinten- 
dent 

Assistants  ... 


Mr.  S.  Vince. 
Mrs.  D.  M.  Cousins. 

Miss  M.  L.  Lloyd. 
Miss  M.  G.  Bowen, 
Mrs.  I.  D.  Maxwell, 
Mrs.  M.  Owen. 


Ambulance  Service: 
Superintendent 
Deputy  Superintendent 
Control  Sub-Officer 
Administrative  Sub-Officer 
Ambulance  Personnel 
Telephonist — i. 


F.  Warwick. 
E.  Taylor. 
H.  Petherham. 
W.  Wakelin. 
Males — 61.  Females — 10. 


Blind  Welfare: 

Home  Teachers 


Miss  E.  Fox, 
Mrs.  M.  Gould. 
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Administrative  and  Clerical  Staff: 

(General  Public  Health). 

Principal  Administrative  Assistant 

and  Senior  Authorised  Officer  J.  H.  Grant. 


Senior  Sectional  Officers : 

Statistical  and  General  ...  ...  T.  Lord. 

Mental  Health  and  Blind  Welfare 

and  Authorised  Officer  .. . ...  F.  Ellis. 

Finance  ...  ...  ...  ...  W.  S.  Barber. 

Authorised  Officers  : J.  A.  Sturdy,  Miss  F.  Holly,  Mrs.  G. 
Preston. 

Senior  Clerks  : G.  Hubbard,  H.  Jewison,  Miss  M.  E. 
Goddard,  Miss  B.  M.  Sanders. 


Clerks  : Messrs.  J.  Green,  J.  P.  Higgins*,  F.  H.  Pearson, 
J.  Taylor*,  S.  Wardle,  N.  Wilson,  K.  Williamson. 
Misses  E.  Baker,  E.  Brown,  P.  E.  Brown,  S.  Byram, 
J.  Grant,  M.  M.  Hands,  A.  P.  Hale,  V.  Jevons,  M.  J. 
Keech,  M.  Longden,  Mrs.  J.  Lowe,  Misses  M.  Mitchell, 
J.  L.  McGregor,  Mrs.  M.  L.  McCraig,  Misses  B.  L. 
Smith,  B.  A.  West,  Mrs.  M.  Warren. 

*At  present  on  National  Service. 

Central  Stores,  Pinley : 

Storekeeper  ...  ...  ...  J*  C.  Brown. 

Welfare  and  Pensioners  Services,  i,  St.  Patrick’s  Road: 

1.  Aged  Persons’  Homes  (Pensioners  Committee). 

11.  Other  Welfare  Provisions  (Health  Committee). 

Pensioners  Officer  ...  ...  ...  J.  H.  Ryner,  F.C.C.S., 

M.Inst.S.W. 

Senior  Assistant  Officers  ...  ...  R.  N.  Nicol,  D.P.A., 

F.  M.  Riley. 

Welfare  Officer  ...  ...  ...  T.  D.  Holloway. 

Senior  Clerk  ...  ...  ...  Miss  M.  Pugh. 

Clerks  : J.  B.  Hopkins,  R.  J.  Pickering,  J.  Rees,  Mrs.  G.  C. 
Downes,  Mrs.  K.  Hulse,  Miss  A.  Roberts,  Miss  S.  Watts, 
Miss  V.  C.  Whittaker. 


Old  People’s  Homes: 
Moat  House  ... 

Charterhouse  ... 

Newlands  House 

Woodway  Grange 

Stone  House  ... 
St.  Paul’s  Home 
Hawthorn  Lodge 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Watson, 

Superintendent  and  Matron. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Fallon, 

Superintendent  and  Matron. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Eaton, 

Superintendent  and  Matron. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  A.  Boston, 

Superintendent  and  Matron. 
Miss  O.  Hughes,  Matron. 

Miss  A.  Stanley,  Matron.  ’ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Webster, 

Superintendent  and  Matron. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres 
Population  (Census,  1951) 

Population  (estimate  for  mid  year  1954)  ... 

Density  of  population  (1951)  (per  acre)  ... 

Density  of  population  (estimate  mid  19.^4)  (per  acre)  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  (1931)  42,190  (Dec.,  1954)  76,458 

Average  number  of  .persons  to  each  occupied  house  (mid  year)  3.46 

Rateable  value  of  City  (Dec.,  1954)  ;^2,398,36o 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (Dec.,  1954)  ... 


19,167 

258,211 

264,600 

13-4 

13.8 


Live  Births — ■ 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

(Legimate) 

2,021 

1,921 

3.942 

(Illegitimate) 

112 

117 

229 

2.133 

2,038 

4.171  = 

Stillbirths 

72 

53 

125  = 

Deaths 

1,228 

946 

2.174  = ] 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth 

1,000  population. 

te  of  29.9  per  1,000 
live  births. 

ith  rate  of  8.2  per 
1,000  population. 

and  Abortion  ...  ...  5 = i-2  per  1,000  births. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  30.4 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  30.0 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  39.3 

Marriage  rate  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

*Death  rate  from  Principal  Infectious  Diseases  ...  •••  0.015 

Respiratory  Death.  Rate  ...  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  o-i.S 

Death  Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  0.015 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^'5 


Comparability  factor  (Births) 

Birth  Rate  as  adjusted  by  factor  ... 

Comparability  Factor  (Deaths) 

Death  Rate  as  adjusted  by  factor  ... 

^Typhoid,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria.  Measles 
Diarrhoea,  under  2 years,  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever,  Poliomyelitis. 


0.95 

14.8 

1.27 

10.4 
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My  Lord  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting-  my  Annual  Report  concerning 
the  health  of  the  City’s  population  and  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department  for  the  year  1954. 

There  has  again  been  an  increase  in  the  City  population  from 
263,000  in  mid-1953  to  264,600  during  mid-1954.  The  progressive 
increase  in  the  local  population  is  shown  in  the  table  on  page  134. 
Since  the  end  of  the  war  there  has  been  an  increase  of  42,000 
approximately,  in  Coventry’s  population. 

The  crude  death  rate  for  Coventry  in  1934  was  8.2  per  1,000 
population  and  again  provides  another  low  record  (19.S3— and 
compares  with  11.2  for  the  Great  Towns  and  11.3  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  main  causes  of  death  for  the  City’s  inhabitants  continue 
to  be  from  heart  conditions,  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system,  cancer  and  respiratory  diseases  (tuberculosis  included). 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  30  per  1,000 
lives  births  (1953 — 33.4)  and  this  too  constitutes  a new  low  record 
for  the  City  the  previous  lowest  being  at  32  in  1952.  The  number 
of  deaths  occurring  in  the  first  month  of  life  was  21.3  per  1,000 
live  births  (1953 — 24.7)  and  shows  a very  welcome  decline  on 
the  previous  year’s  high  figure.  Premature  births  and  congenital 
defects  in  the  relative  proportion  of  4:1  again  provided  the 
greater  proportion  of  total  neonatal  deaths. 

The  local  birth  rate  was  15.7  per  1,000  population  derived 
from  4,171  births  (1953 — 16. i). 

A further  recession  is  shown  in  the  number  of  notifications 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  from  438  in  1933  to  433  in  1934  and  this 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  were  some  14,650  more  Coventry 
citizens  mass  x-rayed  during  the  latter  year.  In  1954  there  were 
41  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (1953' — ^39).  Dr.  Gordon 
Evans  provides  an  interesting  report  (which  appears  on  page  16) 
and  it  will  be  noted  that  considerably  more  school  children  were 
x-rayed  than  in  the  previous  year  {i.e.  1954 — 3,117  : 1953 — 263). 

I would  also  wish  to  thank  Dr.  Evans  for  his  much  appreciated 
co-operation  in  connection  with  the  x-raying  of  our  ante-natal 
cases  during  the  year.  One  notes  with  satisfaction  that  the  mobile 
unit  is  available  at  Grove  House  at  least  once  per  month  for  this 
and  certain  other  requirements. 

A significant  point  mentioned  in  Dr.  Evan’s  report  is  that 
during  routine  x-ray  examinations  from  January  to  June,  1954, 
some  ig  confirmed  cases  of  lung  cancer  were  brought  to  light 
many  of  which  were  operable.  This  is  an  indication  of  the  value 
of  such  diagnostic  methods  in  relation  to  chest  conditions  other 
than  tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  fell  heavily  from 
5,010  in  1953  to  3,670  in  1954  largely  as  a result  of  a much 
lower  incidence  of  measles  and  whooping  cough.  Again  there 
is  cause  for  satisfaction  in  that  not  a single  case  of  diphtheria  was 
notified  in  the  city  during  1954.  Once  more  however,  I would 
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stress  the  need  for  parents  to  ensure  that  their  children  are 
immunised  against  diphtheria  at  the  earliest  opportunity  because 
this  is  the  only  communal  safeguard  against  further  afflications 
by  this  disease.  Only  4 cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  were  notified 
during  the  year  as  against  the  high  number  (164)  notified  during 

1953- 

I am  to  report  that  the  amalgamation  of  the  Health  and  School 
Health  Medical  and  Nursing  Services  proceeds  satisfactorily  and 
during  the  year  a further  two  areas  namely,  Canley  and  Whoberley 
were  brought  into  the  co-ordinated  scheme.  It  is  inevitable  that 
“teething  troubles’’  will  continue  for  a period  because  all  nursing 
staff  are  not  fully  qualified  to  undertake  comprehensive  duties 
and  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  so  far  afforded  temporary 
dispensation  to  only  one  or  two  of  our  school  nurses  to  undertake 
extended  duties. 

Nevertheless  there  is  a general  appreciation  in  the  service 
that  overall  organisation  is  gradually  improving.  One  is  also 
pleased  to  note  an  increase  in  the  number  of  candidates  coming 
forward  to  train  as  health  visitors  and  such  a trend,  if  continuing, 
will  assist  the  more  quickly  to  provide  the  type  of  service  which 
we  have  envisaged  for  the  city. 

The  building  of  the  new  Broad  Street  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  and  School  Health  Clinic  is  well  under  way  and  one 
hopes  that  it  will  be  available  for  use  during  the  forthcoming 
year  ; there  is  great  need  for  such  a building  in  the  Foleshill 
area.  A further  joint  clinic  is  also  in  course  of  erection  at  Tile 
Hill  and  it  is  anticipated  that,  by  mutual  agreement  with  the 
Local  Authority,  interested  general  practitioners  in  this  newly 
developing  area  will  agree  to  the  proposed  attachment  of  general 
practitioner  suites  thereby  providing  modified  health  centre 
facilities  in  this  district. 

There  is  real  and  continuing  need  for  maternity  and  child 
welfare  clinics  both  in  the  Earlsdon  and  Allesley  districts  and 
one  hopes  that  necessary  finanaces  will  shortly  be  forthcoming 
to  allow  of  the  department  providing  these  facilities  for  the 
mothers  and  young  children  concerned. 

From  year  to  year  I make  mention  of  our  totally  inadequate 
municipal  dental  services  and  while  the  great  difficulties  of 
recruitment  are  well  appreciated  one  is  ever  mindful  of  the 
continuing  deterioration  in  general  dental  care  for  young  children 
and  the  almost  complete  lack  of  essential  routine  conservative 
dentistry. 

It  is  most  disheartening  that  the  youth  of  this  city  are  obliged, 
p>erforce,  to  accept  a situation  whereby  the  normal  development 
of  the  teeth  and  the  surrounding  buccal  tissues  and  bones  is  m 
jeopardy.  The  possession  and  maintenance  of  good  teeth  and  the 
attainment  of  adequate  standards  of  dental  hygiene  are  of  such 
importance  too  in  the  continuance  of  bodily  health  that  there  is 
good  reason  for  existing  anxiety  in  the  unfortunate  situation  which 
has  been  with  us  so  long. 
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Many  more  accidents  occurring^  in  the  home  were  investigated 
by  our  health  visiting  staff  during  the  year  (1954 — 80  : 1953 — 59) 
and  these  figures  give  further  opportunity  to  stress  what  is  an 
unfortunate  tendency  to  take  such  happenings  for  granted 
whereas  they  are  all  potentially  serious  and  indeed,  have  caused 
the  sad  deaths  of  two  children  during  the  year  and  seriously  dis- 
figured for  life  several  others. 

With  regard  to  the  Home  Nursing  Service  the  number  of 
new  cases  attended,  the  total  number  of  patients  nursed,  the 
number  of  visits  made  and  the  number  of  injections  given  continue 
to  increase  inexorably  and  reference  to  the  statistics  on  page  31 
gives  pertinent  indication  of  the  considerable  services  these 
nurses  are  rendering  within  the  homes  of  sick  people. 

I have  referred  at  length  in  previous  Annual  Reports  and 
elsewhere,  to  the  inauguration  of  Coventry’s  smokeless  zone,  in 
February,  1951,  the  first  in  the  country,  and  I will  not  dwell  upon 
the  subject  here  for  much  detail  is  contained  on  pages  122 — 124  of 
the  report.  Suffice  it  to  say  however  that  inestimable  good  must 
surely  come  to  the  community  at  large  through  pending  central 
legislation  dealing  with  smoke  prevention  if  this  is  sufficiently 
comprehensive.  It  is  heartening,  if  not  thrilling  to  all  those 
working  in  this  preventive  field  to  note  the  added  momentum  with 
which  the  subject  is  being  tackled.  For  my  part  I am  disconsolate 
that  the  shortage  of  sanitary  inspectors  in  thig  city  has  meant  a 
slowing  down  of  our  plans  for  extending  the  existing  smokeless 
zone  considerably. 

From  time  to  time  during  the  past  5 or  6 years  the  Health 
Committee  has  had  under  serious  consideration  the  provision  of  a 
domiciliary  and/or  clinical  chiropody  service  for  old  people  at 
reasonable  rates.  Unfortunately,  because  of  central  decision  the 
City  Council  has  been  unable  to  achieve  approval  to  do  so  under 
the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  and  indeed  it 
seems  that  they  cannot  proceed  to  this  end  by  direct  means.  There 
is  a crying  need  for  such  a service  and  one  hopes  in  the  interests 
of  many  folk  who  are  literally  crippled  or  partially  immobilised 
with  curable  foot  defects,  that  a happy  solution  will  shortly  be 
found  whether  by  agency  or  other  acceptable  arrangement. 

This  is  but  one  example  of  a number  of  domiciliary  services 
which  Local  Health  Authorities  would  probably  be  very  willing 
to  undertake  for  old  people  given  the  requisite  statutory  per- 
mission but  unfortunately  existing  legislation  does  not  apparently 
allow  of  this.  This  is  indeed  a pity  because  considerable  pressure 
upon  hospitals  and  allied  institutions  might  well  be  relieved  in  this 
fashion  and  moreover  save  many  old  people  from  undue  suffering 
and  immobility. 

National  Assistance  Act. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  major  alterations  and  extensions 
at  the  Moat  House  were  completed  during  the  year  thereby  greatly 
improving  facilities  and  the  aesthetic  appearance  of  the  home 
and  eliminating  certain  undesirable  features. 


A start  was  also  made  upon  the  new  home  for  the  ag'Cd  at 
Bell  Green  and  this  constitutes  a further  step  in  the  endeavours 
of  the  Penioners  Committee  to  meet  the  needs  of  old  people  on 
our  waiting  list. 

Care  of  handicapped  persons  in  this  city  progresses  in  a 
variety  of  ways  and  further  details  in  this  respect  appear  on 
pages  72—75. 

The  work  undertaken  by  the  medical  staff  in  connection  with 
examinations  under  the  Superannuation  Regulations  and  in 
regard  to  the  health  of  existing  employees  has  increased  con- 
siderably from  970  in  1953  to  1,181  in  1954  i.e.,  about  22%  and 
this  involves  the  arrangement  of  a regular  daily  rota  of  municipal 
doctors  to  cope  with  the  situation.  The  clerical  work  has  also 
thereby  increased. 

, A reorganisation  of  the  Home  Help  Service  was  under 
discussion  by  the  Health  Committee  during  the  year  and  it  is 
likely  that  one  will  be  in  a position  to  comment  upon  the  initial 
working  of  a decentralised  plan  by  the  time  of  the  1955  Annual 
Report. 

From  an  upper  floor  window  of  the  Council  House  one 
witnesses  the  new  oflice  building  for  Children’s,  Education,  and 
Health  Departments,  slowly  rearing  its  head  on  the  South  Side 
of  Earl  Street.  We  in  the  Health  Department  look  forward  to 
the  time,  not  too  distant  we  hope,  when  our  existing  overcrowded 
conditions  will  'be  much  relieved  and  the  outstationed  sections 
of  the  department  brought  together  under  one  roof  for  purposes 
of  more  frequent  working  contact  and  greater  co-operation. 

Our  Supervisor  of  Day  Nurseries,  Miss  V.  E.  Johnson, 
resigned  her  post  during  the  year  to  supervise  a private  venture 
on  the  south  coast.  Miss  Johnson  was  appointed  our  first  matron 
of  a war  time  day  nursery  of  Foleshill  on  14.10.40  and  was 
promoted  supervisor  of  day  nurseries  on  1.6.49.  It  is  only 
fitting  therefore  to  record  herein  her  prolonged  and  much 
appreciated  work  and  helpfulness  in  the  Day  Nursery  Service  of 
this  city. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  details  and  statistics  contained  in 
the  various  sections  of  this  report  that  the  health  and  welfare 
services  provided  through  the  Local  Authority  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community  have  continued  to  expand  and,  inevitably,  this  has 
called  for  a greater  concentration  of  effort  by  the  departmental 
staff  generally.  Day  to  day  contact  with  the  public  upon  a variety 
of  their  personal  problems  and  worries  is  a commonplace  and 
generally  speaking  the  advice  and  assistance  offered  by  my  staff 
is  much  appreciated  by  Coventry  citizens.  I would,  therefore, 
take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  grateful  appreciation  to  all 
members  of  my  staff  for  their  ihelpfulnesis  and  application  no 
matter  in  what  field  of  work  they  have  been  engaged. 

It  is  a pleasure  also  to  record  my  appreciation  for  the  work 
of  those  colleagues  engaged  outside  the  sphere  of  local  government 
work  whose  endeavours  are  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  me  and 
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my  staff.  I mention  in  particular  the  quiet  work  of  the  local 
Public  Health  laboratory  staff  who,  in  the  realms  of  bacteriology 
and  under  the  capable  leadership  of  Dr.  Ew;art  Jones  offer  vital 
contribution  to  my  department  in  helping  to  limit  and  control  in 
considerable  degree,  the  spread  of  certain  important  infections  and 
the  incidence  of  food  poisoning  in  the  city. 

My  thanks  too  are  due  to  the  Chairmen  and  members  of  the 
Health  and  Pensioners  Committees  respectively  for  their  careful 
consideration  of  matters  affecting  the  department  and  health  and 
welfare  services  during  the  year. 

My  sincere  appreciation  is  also  due  to  various  colleagues  in 
other  municipal  departments  who  have  so  willingly  assisted  and 
co-operated  with  my  staff  and  me  throughout  the  year  as  need 
arose.  They  have  also  provided  me  with  certain  information 
contained  in  this  report  for  which  I am  grateful. 

I am,  my  Lord  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Health  Department, 
Coventry. 
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Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  for  mid-1954 
was  264,600  which  was  an  increase  from  the  195;:^  mid-year  figure 
of  263,000.  The  generally  upward  trend  of  the  city’s  population 
for  the  past  twenty  years  is  shown  in  the  table  of  vital  statistics 
on  page  134. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  births  registered  as  Coventry  births  during  the  year 
numbered  4,171  giving  a birth  rate  of  15.76  per  1,000  population. 
These  figures  compare  with  4,250  births  in  1953  and  a birth  rate 
of  16. 1 for  the  same  year.  Further  details  relating  to  births 
occurring  within  the  city  are  given  elsewhere  under  the  heading 
of  “Midwifery”. 

The  comparable  figures  for  the  country  generally  and  the 
great  towns  are  as  follows  : — 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  15.2  per  1,000  population 

Great  Towns  ...  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  ,, 

General  Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  as  belonging  to  the  city  during 
the  year  was  2,174,  which  gives  a crude  death  rate  of  8.2  per 
1,000  population.  This  compares  with  a death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  of  11.3,  and  with  a similar  rate  for  the  great  towns 
of  11.23.  The  major  causes  of  death  during  the  year  under  review 
continue  to  be  heart  disease  and  other  vascular  conditions ; 
cancer;  respiratory  conditions  and  tuberculosis.  An  analysis  of 
the  various  causes  of  death  is  given  in  the  appropriate  table  on 
page  133.  It  may  be  noted  that  58.0  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths 
registered  occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  i year  of  age  during 
1954  was  127,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  30.4  per  1,000 
births. 

Infantile  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales  25.5  per  1,000  births 
Infantile  Mortality  for  Great  Towns  ...  27.46  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  during 
1954  was  93,  giving  a mortality  rate  of  22.0  per  1,000  births. 
The  comparable  neo-natal  mortality  rate  for  1953  was  24.7  per 
1,000  births. 

Marriage  Rate. 

The  number  of  marriages  solemnised  in  the  city  during  the 
year  was  2,112,  giving  a marriage  rate  (i.e.,  number  of  persons 
married)  of  16.0  per  i,,ooo  population.  This  compares  with  15.6 
per  1,000  population  for  the  preceding  year. 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  city  was  1.2  per  1,000 
births,  and  this  compares  with  0.47  for  the  preceding  year.  The 
comparative  figure  , for  England  and  Wales  was  0.69. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  notifications  in  respect  of  infectious  diseases 
were  received  in  the  department  during  1954  : — 

Diphtheria  o (i  : 212);  scarlet  fever  2,12  (297  : 406);  measles 
2,083  (2)467);  whooping  cough  499  (1,103);  acute  primary 

pneumonia  139  (181  : 290);  puerperal  pyrexia  6 (12:  54); 

meningitis  7 (8  : 36) ; acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  (paralytic)  i 
(100:  2);  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  (non-paralytic)  3 (64:  — ); 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  i (7  : 16) ; Erysipelas  36  (37  : ^) ; malaria 
7 (2  : — •) ; dysentery  67  (52  : 15);  acute  influenzal  pneumonia  23 
{77=  56);  acute  encephalitis  4 ( — — );  food  poisoning  129 
(128:  — );  paratyphoid  fever  2 ( — : — ). 

The  comparative  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1933  and 
for  the  last  complete  pre-war  year  1938  in  that  order.  In  the  last 
mentioned  year  measles  and  whooping  cough  were  not  notifiable. 

The  total  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  less 
than  that  during  1953  {i.e.,  3,670:  5,010), 

Concerning  diphtheria,  the  following  figures  continue  to  tell 
their  story  and,  incidentally,  that  concerned  with  the  campaign 
of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  in  Coventry  : — 

1945 —  146  cases  (5  deaths — none  immunised), 

1946 —  1 15  cases  (4  deaths — ^none  immunised), 

1947 — 53  cases  (2  deaths — none  immunised), 

1948 — 12  cases  (no  deaths), 

1949 — 12  cases  (2  deaths — 'none  immunised), 

1950 —  • 7 cases  (2  deaths^ — ^none  immunised), 

1951 —  ' 4 cases  (no  deaths), 

1952 — 2 cases  (no  deaths), 

1953 — o cases  (no  deaths), 

1954 — o cases  (no  deaths). 

The  figures  relating  to  scarlet  fever,  measles,  whooping 
cough,  acute  primary  pneumonia  and  poliomyelitis  show  a decrease 
for  the  year. 

Incidence  of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  City  during  1954. 

After  the  exceptional  prevalence  of  this  condition  during  1953 
I am  pleased  to  report  that  there  were  very  few  cases  of  the 
condition  during  1954,  Only  four  cases  were  confirmed,  of  which 
one  was  paralytic  and  three  were  non-paralytic ; there  were  no 
deaths. 
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Scabies. 

The  scabies  and  cleansing-  unit  continued  to  function  at  the 
Central  Welfare  Centre;  this  is  open  daily  for  women  and 
children  from  9.30  a.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  and  for  men  four  evenings 
f>er  week. 

The  work  of  the  unit  was  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 
patients 

No.  of 

treatments 

Soabies 

Male  adults 

8 

16 

Females  Adults 

16 

32 

School  Children  ... 

58 

116 

Children  under  5 years 

13 

26 

Total  

95 

190 

Cleansing. 

Male  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Female  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year,  433  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
42  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  or  re-notified 
in  the  city  (1953 — 458  and  38). 

Coventry  patients  are  now  sent  to  other  hospitals  and 
sanatoria  in  addition  to  Hertford  Hill  and  this  has  resulted  in  a 
marked  reduction  in  the  waiting  list.  The  regular  visitation  by 
a near  relative  of  individual  patients  in  these  distant  sanatoria  is 
assisted  by  the  department  and  this  service  has  received  numerous 
appreciative  letters. 

For  further  details  of  tuberculosis,  note  comments  under 
Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  page  48, 
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REPORT  ON  THE  WORK  OF  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  IN 

COVENTRY 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1954. 

Dr.  A.  Gordon  Evans  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information  : — 

“The  number  of  Coventry  residents  x-rayed  during  the  year 
was  35,244.  This  was  considerably  more  than  in  1953  (20,590). 
This  increase  vvas  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Unit  re-visited 
several  of  the  larger  Coventry,  factories  where  a higher  percentage 
of  the  personnel  volunteered  for  x-ray  than  on  previous  visits. 
Of  the  total  number  x-rayed  335  (0.95%)  were  found  to  have 
tuberculosis  lesions  of  sufficient  significance  as  to  justify  referring 
them  to  the  Chest  Clinic  for  further  investigation.  In  addition, 
231  (0.66%)  were  referred  either  to  the  Chest  Clinic  or  Hospital 
for  investigation  of  other  chest  conditions.  During  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year,  January  to  June,  the  other  chest  conditions 
included  19  confirmed  carcinoma  of  the  lung,  many  of  which,  were 
operable  (unfortunately  at  the  time  of  writing  the  figures  for 
the  second  half  year  are  not  yet  obtainable). 

The  Static  Unit  which  operated  at  Grove  House  was  closed 
down  in  July.  The  General  Practitioners’  Scheme  for  chest  x-ray 
has  been  transferred  to  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital, 
under  Dr.  Evans,  but  is  not  now  part  of  the  Mass  Radiography 
Scheme. 

The  Mobile  Unit  now  returns  to  Grove  House  one  day  each 
month  for  a miniature  film  session  to  cover  National  Service 
Pecruits,  Ante-Natal  cases,  School  Meal  Service  Staff,  etc. 
Unfortunately,  it  is  not  possible  to'  take  any  large  films  which  may 
be  necessary. 

The  figure  of  35,244  Coventry  residents  is  arrived  at  by 
reference  to  the  actual  address  given  at  ^ the  time  of  x-ray.  It 
therefore  includes  those  residents  x-rayed  in  surveys  carried  out  in 
the  county  area  and  excludes  non-Coventry  residents  who  were 
x-rayed  at  surveys  carried  out  in  the  City.  Special  groups  such  as 
Hospital  Nurses,  National  Service  Recruits  and  Training  College 
Students,  are  not  included. 

The  following  table  shows  the  break-down  of  the  total 
number  x-rayed,  the  number  of  tuberculosis  and  non-tuberculosis 
cases  referred  for  further  investigation  and  of  the  tuberculosis 
cases  the  number  notified  up  to  30th  .\pril,  1955. 
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GROUP 

1 

1 

1 

Number 

X-rayed 

Tuberculous  casas  referred  to 
Chest  Clinic 

Non-tuberculous 
cases  referred  to 
Chest  Clinic 
or  Hospital 

Number 

referred 

% 

of  total 
X-rayed 

Number 

uotitled 

(new 

cases) 

of  total 
X-rayed 

Number 

referred 

% 

of  total 
X-rayed 

1.  Organised  Surveys 
(Mainly  workers 
in  Industry) 

27,334 

234 

0.86 

101 

0.37 

1 

90 

0.33 

2.  School  children  ... 

3,117 

17 

0,55 

10 

0.32 

7 

0.23 

3.  Doctors’  patients  ... 

4,196 

78 

1.86 

49 

1.17 

132 

3.15 

4.  Ante-natal 

patients 

597 

6 

1.00 

3 

0.50 

0.31 

Totals  

35,244 

335 

0.95 

163 

0.46 

231 

0.66 

The  national  average  of  active  cases  of  tuberculosis 
discovered  (by  all  Mass  Radiography  Units)  was  0.355%. 

Group  2 was  a survey  carried  out  early  in  the  year  of  all 
school  children  who  reached  school  leaving  age  during  the  year. 
It  is  hoped  to  make  this  an  annual  survey  and  in  future  years 
to  combine  it  with  a tuberculin  test  by  the  School  Medical  Service. 

Group  3. — 'Doctors’  Patients — covers  the  first  seven  months 
of  the  year.  As  stated  above,  the  Scheme  has  now  been  transferred 
to  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital. 

Group  4. — ^Ante-Natal  Cases — is  for  the  period  January 
to  August.  From  September  onwards  only  miniature  films  were 
taken,  so,  as  it  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  final  results  for 
the  cases  x-rayed  in  the  September — December  period,  these  are 
not  included  in  the  above  table’’^  • 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Statistics  of  new  cases  seen  at  the  clinic  during  1954  show 
a slight  decrease  on  those  for  1953  {i.e.,  699  : 758)-  It  will  be 
recalled  that  the  peak  year  of  1946  gave  a figure  of  1.470.  It  is 
also  of  interest  to  record  that  of  the  699  new  cases  seen,  no  less 
than  51 1 were  later  proved  to  be  non-venereal. 

Further  commentary  is  given  on  page  49  under  Section  28 
pf  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

In  the  following-  pag-es  I have  dealt  with  the  services  which 
come  within  the  terms  of  the  Nationa,!  Health  Service  Act,  in  the 
following  order  : — ■ 

Section  21.  Health  Centres. 


,,  22.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

,,  23.  Midwifery. 

,,  24.  Health  Visitors. 

,,  25.  Home  Nursing. 

,,  26.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

,,  27.  Ambulance  Service. 

,,  28.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care. 

,,  29.  Domestic  Help. 

,,  30.  Mental  Health. 


Health  Centres 

Section  21 

In  accordance  with  Section  21  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Local  Health  Authority 
to  provide  and  maintain  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Minister 
premises  which  shall  be  available  for  all  or  any  of  the  following 
purposes : — 

(o)  For  the  provision  of  general  medical  services,  under 
Part  IV  of  this  Act  by  medical  practitioners. 

(b)  For  the  provision  of  general  dental  services  under 
Part  IV  of  this  Act  by  dental  practitioners. 

(c)  For  the  provision  of  pharmaceutical  services  under 
Part  IV  of  this  Act  by  registered  pharmacists. 

(d)  For  the  provision  or  organisation  of  any  of  the 
services  which  the  Local  Health  Authority  are  required 
or  empowered  to  provide. 

(e)  For  the  provision  of  the  services  of  specialists  or  other 
services  provided  for  out-patients  under  Part  III  of 
this  Act. 

(/)  For  the  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  on  the  Local 
Health  Authority  by  Section  179  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  or  Section  298  of  the  Public  Health 
(London)  Act,  1936,  for  the  publication  of  information 
on  questions  related  to  health  or  disease  and  for  the 
delivery  of  lectures  and  for  the  display  of  pictures  or 
cinematograph  films  in  which  questions  are  dealt  with. 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Section  22 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

There  were  at  the  end  of  1954  under  the  control  of  the 
deparment  : — 

19  infant  welfare  centres  with  29  weekly  sessions. 

9 ante-natal  clinics  with  weekly  sessions. 

I post-natal  clinic  with  i weekly  session. 

7 toddlers  and  i special  clinics. 

The  19  welfare  centres  at  present  in  use  are  as  follows  : — 
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In  addition  the  following  clinics  are  held  at  Gulson  Koad : B.C.G. : Tuesday  and  Friday 

Paediatric : Friday 
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I made  reference  to  the  Broad  Street  combined  infant 
welfare  centre  and  school  clinic  in  my  last  Annual  Report  and  of 
course  it  is  now  a whole  year  nearer  completion ; we  are  hopeful 
that  it  will  be  available  to  Coventry  citizens  during-  the  latter 
half  of  next  year  : there  is  much  need  of  these  additional  area 
clinic  facilities. 

Negotiations  with  the  Coventry  Executive  Council  to  provide 
suites  for  the  use  of  General  Practitioners  have  progressed 
considerably  and  there  is  hope  that  a mutually  agreeable  arrange- 
ment for  the  General  Practitioners  to  undertake  service  there  will 
fairly  soon  be  reached. 

A scheme  is  als6  pending  for  the  proposed  provision  of  infant 
welfare  centre  facilities  in  the  Stoke  Aldermoor  area  and  in  view 
of  the  inadequacy  of  our  existing  hired  premises  it  will  be  of 
great  advantage  to  have  a -well  constructed  and  permanent  building 
for  the  purpose. 

It  is  likely  as  time  goes  on  that  further  clinics  will  be 
required  in  the  Willenhall  and  Bell  Green  areas  where  housing 
projects  are  well  advanced. 

It  is  also  necessary,  particularly  in  view  of  keen  public 
demand,  to  provide  adequate  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinic 
facilities  in  the  Earlsdon  and  Allesley  areas  and  it  is  hoped  that 
sufficient  financial  allocations  will  shortly  become  available  to  the 
department  to  allow  of  this. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Education  Department  we  were 
able  to  open  a weekly  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinic  adjoining 
the  existing  school  dental  clinic  within  the  Windmill  Road  school 
grounds.  This  in  effect  constituted  a tranference  of  the  infant 
welfare  centre  from  the  Longford  chapel  and  the  new  premises 
cover  a much  more  populous  area. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  20/44, 
routine  arrangements  made  in  this  connection  still  continue  to 
operate  as  follows  : — 

The  notification  of  all  infants  under  5^  lbs.  at  birth. 

The  availability  of  four  premature  baby  sets,  consisting  of 
treasure  cot  fitted  with  pockets  for  hot  water  bottles ; rubber  hot 
water  bottles ; mackintosh-covered  flock  pillow ; Gamgee  suits  and 
Belcroy  feeders.  These  sets  have  been  in  use  ten  times  during 
the  year. 

Each  midwife  keeps  in  reserve  two  Gamgee  baby  suits  and 
a maternity  outfit  for  use  in  emergency  cases. 

Oxygen  supplies  are  available  at  the  Health  Department  and 
at  the  Ambulance  Station  also,  for  the  use  of  any  doctor  or 
midwife.  * 

Special  carry  cots  are  available  at  the  Ambulance  Station  for 
the  transport  qf  premature  babies  to  hospital  when  necessary. 


22 


The  services  of  a consultant  paediatrician  are  available  on 
request  by  medical  practitioners  in  the  city. 

The  folloAving  are  statistics  of  premature  births  occurring 
within  the  city  during  1954  : — 

*1.  The  number  of  live  premature  babies  notified  in  the  city 
was  230. 

2.  Of  the  above,  72  were  born  at  home,  153  in  Gulson 
Hospital  and  5 in  nursing  homes. 

3.  Of  those  born  at  home  (72),  26  were  transferred  to 
hospital  within  24  hours ; of  the  46  remaining  in  their 
own  homes,  2 died  in  the  first  24  hours  and  43  were  alive 
at  the  expiration  of  one  month. 

4.  Of  those  born  in  hospital  (153),  22  died  in  the  first  24 
hours  and  124  were  alive  at  the  expiration  of  one  month. 

5.  Of  those  born  in  nursing  homes  (5),  none  died  in  the  first 
24  hours  and  2 were  alive  at  the  expiration  of  one  month. 

*The  number  of  premature  babies  born  in  Coventry  and 
Warwickshire  Hospital,  Keresley,  was  113.  These  are  not  included 
in  the  figure  230  shown  above,  as  the  hospital  is  situate  in  the 
county  area. 

Dental  Care. 

The  Senior  School  Dentist  (Mr.  M.  Raeside)  advises  me  that 
the  following  work  (see  table  below)  was  accomplished  during 
1934  in  connection  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service. 
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(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care. 
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It  g-i,ves  cotinued  cause  for  ooncern  that  our  dental  staff 
remains  so  depleted  and  it  is  quite  impossible  to  practise  con- 
servative dentistry  to  anywhere  near  the  extent  we  would  wish 
for.  More  extensive  comments  in  this  connection  are  made  in  the 
Principal  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1954. 

Supply  of  Welfare  Foods. 

Dried  milks  from  a selected  list  and  other  suitable  preparations 
are  stocked  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  either  for  sale,  or  if 
the  need  is  proved,  for  free  issue. 

During  the  year  sales  to  the  value  of  ^10,803  12s.  ^d.  were 
made  at  the  various  centres;  this  compares  with  ^^11,106  19s.  8d. 
in  1953  and  ;^9,864  7s.  od.  in  1952. 

Additionally  the  department  took  over  from  the  Ministry  of 
Food  on  the  14th  July  the  arrangements  for  the  supply  of 
National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice  and  Cod  Liver  Oil.  A shop 
on  one  of  the  main  streets  (Jordan  Well)  was  rented  and  equipped 
for  the  purpose  : two  members  of  the  female  staff  at  the  local 
office  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  were  transferred  to  the  staff  of 
this  department  and  they  have  staffed  the  shop. 

Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits. 

Standardised  maternity  outfits  are  available  from  the  Health 
Department  for  the  needs  of  expectant  rnothers  who  are  to  be 
confined  at  home.  A recommendation  signed  by  the  midwife  or 
doctor  is  required  before  issue. 

In  1954  the  number  of  such  outfits  issued  was  2,053.  Since 
5th  July,  1948,  no  charge  has  been  made  for  these.  The  outfits 
have  been  modified  to  meet  the  requirements  of  mothers  and  the 
attendant  general  practitioners. 

Nursery  Provision. 

Day  Nurseries. 

The  nine  day  nurseries  in  the  city  area  continued  to  function 
as  previously  and  the  following  relevant  statistics  indicate  the 
demands  made  upon  the  service  during  the  year. 

The  scheme  for  training  nursery  nurses  continues  and  during 
the  year  12  nurses  have  received  the  N.N.E.B.  certificates  and 
2 obtained  the  additional  certificate  in  infant  care. 

An  amendment  to  the  standard  of  accommodation  was  made 
during  the  year  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  whereby 
4 of  our  50  place  nurseries  were  reduced  to  40,  and  one  from 
^ to  70 — the  resultant  total  number  of  places  being  425. 
Attendances  during  the  year  have  increased  from  72,161  to  81,867 
a percentage  of  13.4  : each  child  made  an  average  of  231  atten- 
dances on  the  245  days  that  the  nurseries  opened. 
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DAY  NURSERY 

Number  of 
Places 

Attendances 

Total 

Attendances 

Age 

0 to  2 years 

Age 

2 to  5 years 

Canley 

40 

2,986 

6,221 

9,207 

Poleshill 

70 

5,757 

6,453 

12,210 

Monks  Park 

50 

3,834 

5,809 

9,643 

Poole  Road 

40 

2,401 

6,103 

8,504 

Queen  Philippa 

54 

5,603 

5,238 

10,841 

Stoke  Green 

55 

3,614 

5,380 

8,994 

Whoberley 

40 

2,213 

6,654 

8,867 

Windmill  Road 

36 

1,885 

3,962 

5,847 

Wyken 

40 

2,817 

4,937 

7,754 

Total  ... 

425 

31,110 

50,757 

81,867 

The  erection  of  the  new  Papenham  Green  Nursery  progresses 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  building  will  become  available  for  use 
in  early  1955,  when  the  staff  and  children  will  be  transferred 
there  from  the  Canley  Day  Nursery.  The  nursery  will  also  serve 
a new  and  more  heavily  populated  area. 

CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN 
Mother  and  Baby  Home. 

The  Health  Committee  have  the  provision  of  such  a Home 
in  mind  and  indeed  this  was  envisaged  in  their  schemes  approved 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  The  provision  of 
other  more  urgent  departmental  projects  have  perforce  been  given 
priority  up  to  the  moment  but  it  is  hoped  that  a Mother  and  Baby 
Home  will  be  forthcoming  within  a fairly  reasonable  time. 

Our  agency  arrangements  with  St.  Faith’s  Shelter  continue 
for  the  reception  of  such  unmarried  mothers  and  their  babies 
whose  care  and  maintenance  has  become  that  of  the  local  health 
authority.  During  1954  there  were  41  mothers  and  35  babies 
accommodated  through  this  Shelter  on  our  behalf. 

In  addition,  the  department  has  accepted  responsibility  for 
the  maintenance  of  18  mothers  and  their  expected  children  in 
other  homes  (e.g.  London,  Birmingham,  etc). 

I would  again  point  to  the  need  for  a short-term  residential 
nursery  (as  stressed  in  my  previous  Annual  Reports)  into  which 
any  mother  who  is  in  dire  straits  either  by  reason  of  illness, 
maternity  or  other  serious  cause  would  not  hesitate  to  send  her 
young  child(ren)  for  a brief  period  until  the  domestic  crisis  is 
over  or  under  control. 
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MIDWIFERY 

Section  23 

The  City  Council  is  the  local  supervising^  authority  under  the 
Midwives’  Acts,  and  during  the  year  1954  they  received  notice 
of  intention  to  practise  midwifery  from  the  following  : — 

Municipal  Midwives,  including  Queen’s  Nursing  Sister  ...  38 

Midwives  employed  in  nursing  homes  ...  ...  ...  4 

Independent  domiciliary  midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Hospital  midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


There  are  eight  houses  and  two  flats  provided  by  the  Council 
for  municipal  midwives,  and  telephones  are  installed  in  all 
midwives’  houses. 

The  liaison  between  general  practitioners  and  municipal 
midwives  continues  to  be  generally  very  satsfactory. 

The  Council  have  also  approved  a loan  scheme  so  that 
midwives  are  able  to  purchase  cars  and  repay  the  Council  over 
a period  of  four  years. 

A summary  of  statistics  is  given  below  : — 


No.  of  births  attended  : 

Doctor  not  present  1)659 

Doctor  present  ...  184 


No.  of  visits  paid  : — 

(a)  Ante-natal 

(b)  Nursing 

(c)  Special  visits  ...  ...  

(d)  Visits  to  patients  returned  from 
hospital 

(e)  No.  of  patients  returned  from  hospital 
for  nursing  at  home  before  the  14th 
day 

No.  of  requests  for  medical  aid 
No.  of  cases  transferred  to  hospitals  ... 

No.  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  analgesia 
was  used 

No.  of  abortions  ... 

No.  of  advisory  attendances  made  at  ; 

(a)  Ante-natal  clinics 

(b)  Post-natal  clinics 

No.  of  analgesic  machines  in  use  in  department 

No.  of  municipal  midwives  trained  to  use 
machines 


1954-  1953- 


1.843 

1,888 

11,630 

11.568 

47,988 

44,141 

947 

974 

5.284 

5.304 

1.658 

1.509 

562 

481 

221 

211 

1.473 

1,480 

25 

30 

892 

971 

133 

125 

40 

41 

38 

38 
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The  independent  midwives  attended  15  confinements  during 
the  year;  they  administered  gas  and  analgesia  in  10  cases  and 
sent  for  medical  aid  in  2 cases. 

The  number  of  births  occurring  in  private  nursing  homes  was 
207 ; here  there  were  204  gas-air  analgesia  administrations  and 
no  medical  aid  was  required. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

Section  24 

There  were  19  full-time  and  i part-time  health  visitors,  with 
4 full-time  and  i part-time  tuberculosis  visitors  in  the  service 
of  the  local  authority  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  they  continued 
to  offer  essential  domiciliary  advice  and  guidance  to  mothers  and 
their  children.  The  health  visitors  were  also  responsible  for  274 
reports  relating  to  housing  conditions  which  adversely  affected 
the  health  of  Coventry  citizens. 

The  health  visiting  section  is  still  much  understaffed  although 
there  are  signs  of  improving  recruitment  into  the  service.  The 
scheme  of  amalgamation  of  health  visiting  and  school  nursing 
staffs  is  progressing  very  satifactorily  although  it  must  be 
appreciated  that  furtherance  of  this  measure  is  inevitably  upon 
a long  term  basis. 

The  work  of  the  tuberculosis  visitors  is  referred  to  more 
conveniently  on  page  48  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act. 
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Health  Visiting:  Tabulation  of  Work. 


1954 

1963 

Ante-natal  caBes 

450 

457 

Notified  births 

4,347 

4,428 

Revisits  to  notified  births 

10,767 

13.927 

,,  ,,  Children  aged  1 — 2 years  5,832 

,,  2—5  ,,  13,6a9 

19,531 

16,272 

Infant  death  enquiries  . . 

123 

99 

Stillbirth  enquiries 

89 

34 

Visits  to  ophthalmia  cases 

49 

9 

,,  ,,  tuberculosis  cases 

4,902 

3,329 

,,  ,,  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases 

44 

176 

,,  ,,  other  infectious  diseases  .. 

18 

55 

,,  ,,  special  cases 

1,704 

1,079 

,,  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

— 

— 

,,  to  homes  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  contacts  of  poliomyelitis  .. 

6 

229 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  cerebro-spinal  fever 

11 

1 

B.C.G.  and  Medical  Research  Council  visits  . . 

2,181 

346 

Swabs  taken  of  diphtheria  contacts 

— 

— 

Sessions  at  Welfare  Centres 

4,093 

3,714 

ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME 


Cases  investigated  ...  ...  ...  8o 

Cases  treated  in  hospital  ...  ...  33 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cases  treated  by  out-patient  department  34 

Cases  treated  by  own  doctor  ...  ...  14 

Cases  treated  at  home  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cases  treated  by  chemist ...  i 

Nature  of  Accidents. 

Burns  and  scalds  ...  ...  ...  34 

Cuts  and  bruises  ...  ...  ...  17 

Head  injuries  ...  ...  ••.  •••  10 

Shock  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  I 

Fractures  ...  ...  ...  6 

Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  •••  •••  n 
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More  investigations  were  made  in  1954  than  in  the  previous 
year  and  reveal  that  burns  and  scalds  are  the  chief  causes  of 
injury  in  the  home  the  percentages  being  much  the  same.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  the  burns  were  a result  of  the  fires  being 
temporarily  uaguarded. 

Cuts  and  bruises  show  a lower  percentage  and  the  one  case 
of  poisoning  was  by  swallowing  liquid  linoleum. 

The  two  deaths  were  particularly  sad.  The  mother  of  the 
one  child  had  been  suddenly  widowed  a few  months  previously  and 
had  temporarily  left  the  fire  unguarded.  The  other  mother  was 
ill  in  bed  and  her  3-year-old  child  had  gone  downstairs,  found  the 
petrol  lighter  on  the  table,  taken  it  outside  and  “flicked”  it  alight. 
His  night  attire  caught  fire. 

The  investigations  indicate  that  more  care  is  being  taken  of 
harmful  medicines  and  more  attention  paid  to  the  choice  of  toys. 
The  fact  still  remains  that  more  serious  accidents  occur  where  the 
mother’s  health  is  poor  and  where  she  has  too  much  anxiety ; or 
where  the  accommodation  is  grossly  inadequate. 

HOME  NURSING 

Section  25 

The  staff  engaged  in  the  Home  Nursing  Service  at  31st 
December,  1954,  was  as  follows  : — 

1 Superintendent 

2 Assistant  Superintendents 

I ,,  Superintendent  (part-time) 

4j6  Full-time  nurses  (including  3 male  nurses) 

6 Part-time  nurses 

I Clerk-telephonist. 

The  provision  of  a new  district  room  at  the  central  nurses’ 
home  in  Park  Road  last  year  has  proved  of  great  advantage  to 
the  nursing  staff. 

Following  a very  prolonged  period  without  the  services  of 
a second  assistant  superintendent  we  were  fortunate  to  rectify  this 
position  during  the  current  year.  (Moreover,  we  also  had  the 
satisfaction  of  being  able  to  employ  a much  needed  housekeeper 
and  thereby  relieved  the  Superintendent  of  considerable  domestic 
anxiety. 

Recruitment  of  state  registered  nurses  to  undertake  Queen’s 
training  has  continued  and  our  establishment  has  been  maintained 
at  a fairly  satisfactory  l(ivel.  During  the  year  12  nurses  were 
successful  in  obtaining  their  Queen’s  Certificates.  The  appointment 
of  the  second  assistant  superintendent  was  of  course  needed  and 
proved  beneficial  in  relation  to  the  training  of  Queen’s  candidates. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  there  was  a considerable 
amount  of  illness  in  the  city  and  there  was  in  consequence  an 
excessive  demand  upon  the  services  of  the  home  nurses.  I am 
happy  to  say  that  all  requirements  were  met  and  that  the  additional 
burden  was,  as  usual,  cheerfully  borne  by  the  nurses, 
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Statistics  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1954. 


1954- 

1953- 

Total  number  of  cases  attended  ... 

6,717 

6,192 

Number  of  new  cases  attended  ... 

6,034 

5.501 

Number  of  visits  made,  including  night 

visits 

219,897 

195.230 

Number  of  operations  attended  ... 

45 

62 

New  cases  referred  for  treatment  by  : — 

Private  doctors  ... 

5.411 

5,008 

Health  Department 

196 

249 

Hospitals 

427 

244 

6,034 

5.501 

Results  of  treatment  were  as  follows  : — 

Convalescent 

3.495 

3.196 

Sent  to  hospital  ... 

780 

689 

Relieved 

1,080 

1.053 

Died 

573 

561 

Remaining  under  care  ... 

789 

693 

6,717 

6,192 

During-  the  past  five  years  (1950 — 1954)  the  number  of  ne-w 
patients  has  increased  by  56.9%  and  the  total  number  of  cases 
visited  by  55.2%.  The  total  visits  have  increased  by  44.1%.  As 
a matter  of  relative  interest  it  should  be  noted  that  an  average  of 
602  homes  -were  visited  each  day  in  the  year. 

During  the  year  1,756  old  age  pensioners  -were  given  nursing 
attention  as  compared  -with  1,771  in  1953  and  i,270'  in  1952.  This 
is  very  satisfactory  and  is  of  first  importance  in  reducing  the 
demand  upon  hospital  beds  besides,  of  course,  tending  to  keep  the 
old  people  in  a happier  frame  of  mind  -within  their  own  homes. 

The  hospitals  too  have  been  much  assisted  by  the  home 
nursing  service  in  that  they  are  able  to  discharge  post-operative 
cases  at  an  earlier  stage,  although  paradoxically  this  has  increased 
the  work  of  the  home  nurses. 

A still  further  increase  was  apparent  in  the  returns  of  injection 
therapy  from  93,803  in  1953  to  102,627  in  1954. 

.A.n  analysis  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  given 


in  the  following  table  : — 

No.  of  patients  on  the  books  at  ist  January  ...  693 

No.  of  new  patients  during  the  year  ...  ...  6,034 

No.  of  patients  on  the  books  at  31st  December  ...  789 

No.  of  patients  nursed  during  the  year  ...  6,717 

No.  of  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  219,897 
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Reason  for  visit. 

Medical 

Surgical 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ' ... 

Maternal  Complications 

Others 

Nursing  and  attendance  on  old  age  pensioners 


No.  of  cases. 


3.165 

818 

50 

373 

99 


1.756 

456 


,,  children  under  5 


6,717 


Infections  given  in  1954. 

Insulin  41,347;  penicillin  28,650;  streptomycin  16,297; 
morphia  5,218;  mersalyl  4,496;  lytensium  2153;  prostigmin 
289;  vit.  ‘K’  21;  adrenalin  27;  anahaemin  2,878;  vit.  ‘B’  329; 
cytamin  1,179;  neptal  1,165,;  progestine  213;  calcium  61;  anti- 
influenza 4;  A.T.S.  4;  testoesterone  76 ; cardophylin  86 ; cortisone 
32-.  Total  102,627. 

In  addition  to  these  figures,  the  Superintendent  or  her 
Assistants  made  2,10.21  supervisory  visits. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Section  26 


Facilities  for  vaccination  and  immunisation  continue  to  be 
available  through  this  department  and  supplies  of  vaccines  are 
issued  upon  request  by  the  doctors ; lymph  for  vaccination  is 
obtainable  from  the  Birmingham  City  Laboratory. 

Owiug  to  the  low  level  of  poliomyelitis  in  Coventry  and 
surrounding  areas  during  the  summer  period  of  1954,  it  was  not 
considered  advisable  to  discontinue  immunisation  procedures. 

Immunisation. 

Although  we  were  once  again  fortunate  to  avoid  any  deaths 
from  diphtheria  or  indeed  notifications  of  the  disease  during  the 
year  I cannot  too  strongly  stress  to  the  public  generally  the  great 
importance  of  achieving  a satisfactory  pool  of  immunity  within 
the  inhabitants  (and  very  particularly  the  children)  of  this  city. 

There  is  always  the  danger  of  over  optimism  and  moreover 
complacency  therefrom ; and  with  the  good  will  and  co-operation 
of  parents  generally  there  is  no  real  excuse  for  deaths  to  occur 
from  this  disease.  I would  therefore  plead  with  all  parents  to 
ensure  that  their  children  are  adequately  protected,  for  with  such 
a serious  and  insidiously  developing  disease  as  diphtheria, 
prevention  is  indeed  better  than  cure. 
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Vaccination. 

Some  1,851  persons  were  vaccinated  for  the  first  time  during 
the  year.  This  is  an  increase  of  343  over  the  previous  year  and 
1,242  more  than  in  1948,  the  last  year  of  compulsory  vaccination, 
when  609  were  vaccinated.  This  gives  an  approximate  increase  of 
200%  in  the  vaccination  rate  which  surely  gives  some  cause  for 
satisfaction. 

The  following  are  statistics  available  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1954  ; — 

Number  of  invitations  sent  out  : 

for  vaccination  ...  ...  ...  3)465 

for  immunisation  ...  ...  ..,  3)465 

Completed  Immunisations  and  Vaccinations. 


(a) 

For  diphtheria  immunisation 

Infant 

Welfare 

2)179 

Private 

Doctors 

1. 413 

Schools 

1,097 

Totals 

4,689 

(b) 

Secondary  or  boosting 
injections 

138 

I2I 

3 ) 353 

3,612 

i<^) 

For  whooping  cough 
immunisation  only  ... 

1,491 

907 

— 

2,398 

{d) 

For  vaccination 

1854 

'997 

— 

1,851 

(«) 

For  revaccination  ... 

*48 

148 

— 

196 

fThis  figure  includes  24  vaccinated  at  Council  House. 

*A11  these  people  were  re-vaccinated  at  Council  House. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Section  27 

The  demands  on  the  local  ambulance  service  reached  a further 
high  record  during  1954,  the  number  of  patients  removed  having 
increased  from  1121,636  with  a daily  average  of  308  in  1953  to  a 
total  of  119,022  with  a daily  average  of  326  in  the  current  year. 
Concurrently  with  this  increase  in  patients  it  is  pertinent  to  record 
a reduction  in  the  mileage  covered  of  17,257  (1953 — ^437)791  : 
1954-^420, 534)- 

The  steadily  increasing  pressure  on  the  service  arises  from 
several  causes  ; (i)  the  increased  population  of  the  city  (1948 — 
250,400:  1954 — 264,500);  (2)  the  greater  development  of  hospital 
accommodation  available  for  city  cases  in  the  more  comprehensive 
area  of  the  Group  20  Hospital  Management  Committee  together 
with  the  greater  availability  of  sanatoria  beds  for  the  tuberculous 
in  surrounding  counties ; and  (3)  the  increase  of  our  transport 
facilities  to  provide  for  the  mentally  defective  persons  attending' 
the  Burns  Road  Occupation  Centre. 

The  considerable  reduction  in  mileage  despite  the  increased 
number  of  patients  moved  has  been  achieved  by  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  personnel,  the  still  greater  attention  to  efficiency  in  control, 
and  to  the  increased  use  of  radio  telecommunication  equipment. 
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The  introduction  of  ‘J’  type  vehicles  (to  replace  the  more 
traditional  sitting-  case  c-ars)  has  resulted  in  a general  saving  in 
both  initial  costs  and  running  costs.  The  following  table  of 
comparative  statistics  shows  the  effect  over  the  past  four  years  : — 

1951.  1952.  J95J.  1954. 

No.  of  patients  carried  ...  89,041  101,486  112,636  119,022 

No.  of  miles  travelled  429,296  430,397  437,791  420,534 

.Average  mileage  per  patient  4.8  4.2  3.8  3.5 

The  average  above  for  Coventry  is  well  below  that  for  other 
county  and  county  borough  areas  throughout  the  country. 

The  two  charts  which  appear  on  page  42  show  (i)  the 
average  and  maximum  number  of  patients  moved  each  day  of  the 
week  for  a whole  year,  and  (2)  the  average  and  maximum  number 
of  patients  moved  during  three  hourly  periods  during  the  24  hour 
day. 

During  the  year  we  were  visited  by  two  officers  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  who  conducted  a survey  of  the  service  following  the 
preparation  and  submission  of  a full  hour  by  hour  report  on  one 
complete  day’s  working  prior  to  their  visit.  A favourable  report 
was  received  from  them,  and  various  recommendations  put  forward 
by  these  officers  were  carried  out. 

I am  indebted  to  my  Ambulance  Superintendent  (Mr.  F. 
Warwick)  for  the  following  interesting  and  detailed  report. 

Personnel. 

The  strength  of  the  service  on  the  31st  December,  1954,  was 
as  follows  (comparative  figures  for  the  preceding  year  are  shown 


in  brackets)  : — 

Superintendent  ...  ...  ...  i (i) 

Deputy  Superintendent  ...  ...  i (i) 

.Sub-Officers  ...  ...  ...  ••  2 (2) 

Shift  Leaders  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 (4) 

Sub-Shift  Leaders  ...  ...  ...  4 (4) 

Ambulance  Drivers  (male)  ...  ...  4^  (SS) 

.Ambulance  Drivers  (female)  ...  ...  S (5) 

Female  Attendants  ...  ...  ^ (2) 

Mechanics  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 (4) 

Telephonist  ...  ...  ...  •••  ^ (’') 

Handyman  ...  ...  ...  •••  ^ (^) 


TOTAL  ...  76  (So) 


This  is  six  below  the  authorised  establishment  of  82  personnel , 
14  new  members  joined  the  service  whilst  18  left. 

The  health  of  the  personnel  has  remained  satisfactory  through- 
out the  year  : 33  of  the  personnel  employed  for  any  period  throng 
out  the  year  were  not  qbsent  except  for  the  purpose  of  annua  or 


34 


winter  leave  : of  the  remainder, 841  days  were  lost  throug^h  certified 
illness  and  a further  114  days  for  other  reasons.  These  figures  do 
appear  to  be  higher  than  during  1953,  but  the  figures  stated  then 
did  not  include  the  period  when  some  members  were  employed 
by  the  agency  service  before  being  taken  over  by  the  Corporation. 

One  member  of  the  staff  retired  on  reaching  the  age  limit 
after  nearly  10  years  service  in  the  department. 

Two  members  of  the  staff  were  called  upon  to  undergo 
military  training,  and  this  accounted  for  a further  2.2  days  absence 
from  duty. 

Also  included  in  the  total  sickness  figures  are  periods  of  22 
days  and  5 days  incurred  by  two  members  of  the  staff  following  an 
accident  whilst  on  duty. 

Duties  and  Leave. 

The  Shift  Leaders,  Sub-Shift  Leaders  and  Male  Drivers  work 
on  the  three  shift  system  with  hours  of  duty  as  follows  : 6 — 2 ; 
2 — 'lo  and  10 — 6,  with  an  overlapping  peak  shift.  The  female 
staff  work  only  during  the  day  time  from  8 — 5 or  g — 6.  Alternate 
40  and  48  hour  weeks  are  worked,  giving  an  average  of  44  hours 
per  week  for  all  personnel  who  are  paid  weekly. 

A comparison  of  the  average  and  maximum  number  of  patients 


carried  per  day  over  previous  years  is 

as  follows 

Average 
Per  Day 

Maximum 
Per  Day 

5.7.48—31.12.48  

154 

— 

1. 1. 49 — 31.12.49  

181 

1296 

I-I-50— "31-12. 5;0  

202 

344 

1.1.31 — .31.12.51  

244 

397 

1-1-52— 31-12.52  

2.77 

473 

1-1-53^31-12.53  

308 

466 

I-I-54— 31-12.54  

326 

543 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  average  number  of  patients  removed 
per  day  has  increased  by  more  than  100%  since  the  first  five  months 
of  the  National  Health  Service.  The  maximum  number  of  patients 
conveyed  in  any  one  day  has  also  gone  up  from  296  in  1929  to 
543  in  1954.  This  record  was  established  on  31st  March,  1954, 
and  is  77  in  excess  of  the  previous  maximum  of  466  set  up  on  the 
14th  November,  1952. 

Vehicles. 

The  operational  strength  of  vehicles  at  31st  December,  1954, 
was  as  follows  : — 

General  Purpose  Ambulances  •••  14 

Sitting  Case  Ambulances  •••  ...  ...  n 

Sitting  Case  Cars  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Total  ... 


28 


New  type  8 Berth  or  20  Sittin^^  Case  Convertible  Ambulance,  recently  acquired. 
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New  vehicles  commissioned  during"  the  year  included  the 
followings : — 

5 Morris  Commercial  ‘J’  type  six  seciter  sitting'  case  ambulances 
with  bodywork  by  Appleyards  of  Leeds. 

2 Bedford  two-stretcher  ambulances  with  bodywork  by  Herbert 
Lomas  Limited. 

I Karrier  eig-ht-stretcher  ambulance  with  special  bodywork  by 
Pilchers  of  King-ston-on-Thames. 

The  latter  vehicle  was  exhibited  by  the  makers  at  the  Com- 
mercial Vehicle  Show  held  in  London,  and  this  attracted 
considerable  interest  amongst  other  local  health  authority  staffs 
who  visited  the  Show. 

The  eigsht  new  vehicles  purchased  displaced  eight  older  type 
vehicles  which  were  withdrawn  from  service  during  December, 
1954.  These  included  : — 

4 Ex  W.D.  Austin  Ambulances 
I Ex  W.D.  .Albion  Ambulance 
I 1948  Humber  Pullman  .Ambulance 
I 1948  Humber  Hawk  Car 
I 1949  Humber  Hawk  Car 

.Although  the  type  of  vehicle  used  has  been  somewhat  changed 
to  meet  the  demands  upon  the  service,  the  total  vehicle  strength 
remains  the  same. 

Of  the  ambulances  in  use,  one  is  reserved  entirely  for  the 
conveyance  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases. 

An  additional  Albion  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Civic-Airport 
Committee  is  garaged  and  maintained  at  the  Ambulance  Station, 
from  where  it  is  taken  to  the  airport  daily  by  personnel  from  this 
department. 

Two  other  utility  vehicles  and  one  van  are  kept  at  the 
-•Vmbulance  Station,  the  latter  being  assigned  for  Civil  Defence 
purposes. 

Petrol  Supplies. 

Petrol  and  oil  supplies  are  obtained  in  accordance  with  the 
Council’s  bulk  purchasing  arrangements  and  stored  in  bulk  tanks. 
The  service  provides  petrol  on  charge  for  all  other  vehicles  of  the 
Health  Department,  and,  in  addition,  by  mutual  arrangement, 
ambulances  from  other  local  authorities  passing  through  Coventry 
can  obtain  petrol  up>on  production  of  a standard  requisition. 

IVIcthods  of  Transmission  of  Calls. 

.All  telephone  calls  are  received  through  the  control  room 
(Coventry  5041-2-3!)  or  by  direct  lines  from  the  Fire  Brigade,  the 
Police,  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital  and  Gulson  Hospital  : 
additionally,  a hand  operated  telephone  connects  the  control  room 
and  the  ambulance  kiosk  at  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital. 
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&y  arrangement  with  the  G.P.O.,  an  additional  telephone  with 
a distinctive  sounding  bell  has  now  been  connected  direct  to  the 
telephone  exchange  for  the  purpose  of  ‘999’  priority  calls,  and  this 
has  ensured  immediate  attention. 

T elecommuiiications. 

As  new  vehicles  are  purphased,  radio  equipment  is  transferred 
to  them  from  older  disused  vehicles,  but  there  are  still  only  15 
mobile  sets  available  for  the  full  fleet  of  28. 

Arising  partly  from  the  continued  use  of  V.H.F.  radio  the 
average  mileage  per  patient  is  again  reduced  to  3.5.  This  compares 
with  3.8  in  19153  and  with  5.3  in  1950  before  the  equipment  was 
installed.  Maintenance  of  this  special  equipment  is  carried  out 
by  the  makers,  who  carry  out  regular  visits  and  tests. 

It  is  niy  opinion  that  if  more  mobile  sets  were  provided  a 
still  further  reduction  in  mileage  would  be  obtained. 

City  Traffic  Congestion. 

Due  to  the  traffic  congestion  in  the  central  streets  of  the  city, 
especially  during  peak  traffic  periods,  some  delay  is  liable  to  occur 
with  accident  calls ; but,  by  co-operation  with  the  police  these 
delays  are  kept  to  a minimum. 

Occupation  Centre,  Burns  Road. 

Extra  demands  continue  for  additional  transport  to  carry 
mental  defectives  to  and  from  the  Occupation  Centre  daily.  This 
is  carefully  controlled  by  close  co-operation  with  the  Mental  Health 
Section. 

In  addition  to  the  three  ambulance  service  vehicles  used  daily 
for  this  purpose  a further  vehicle  is  hired  from  a local  coach 
operator,  although  the  escort  is  provided  by  this  service.  The 
transport  of  pupils  to  and  from  the  Occupation  Centre  accounts 
for  16,219  of  total  number  of  patients  carried  during  the 
year. 

Treatment  at  the  Royal  Pump  Rooms,  Leamington  Spa. 

Patients  are  taken  each  day  from  their  homes  in  Coventry 
to  the  Pump  Rooms  at  Leamington  for  various  forms  of  spa 
treatment. 

In  addition,  two  journeys  are  made  each  week  to  take  children 
attending  Baginton  Fields  Special  School  for  treatment  at 
Leamington. 

Ambulance  Enquiry  Kiosk. 

The  ambulance  enquiry  kiosk  in  the  main  entrance  hall  at  the 
Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital  is  staffed  during  the  day 
time  by  a member  of  the  Ambulance  Service,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
receive,  correlate  and  co-ordinate  all  hospital  requirements  for 
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out-patient  ambulance  transport  before  passing-  them  to  the 
ambulance  control  room.  This  system  reduces  the  amount  of 
waiting  time  for  patients  and  obviates  the  duplication  of  requests 
and  of  journeys. 

No  vox  Rescusitators. 

During  the  year  the  Novo.x  Rescusitators  were  used  on  19 
occasions  on  patients  who  had  collapsed  or  who  were  suffering 
from  asphyxia.  On  six  of  these  occasions  the  patients  were 
successfully  restored  to  consciousness. 

The  five  sets  available  are  all  pre-war  models,  and  will,  in 
the  near  future,  need  replacing.  .All  are  inspected  and  tested  at 
weekly  intervals. 

Transport  of  Patients  by  Train. 

The  facilities  offered  by  British  Railways  for  the  conveyance 
of  patients  to  distant  places  by  train  have  been  utilised  for  104 
patients,  most  of  whom  were  sitting  cases.  The  special  “Parrot” 
stretcher  was  used  on  six  occasions  for  transporting  bedridden 
patients. 

No  fewer  than  55  of  the  patients  sent  by  train  were  at  the 
request  of  the  Coventry  Chest  Clinic.  The  104  journeys  arranged 
by  train  resulted  in  a saving  of  approximately  32,600  road  miles 
by  our  vehicles.  The  temporary  absence  of  both  vehicles  and 
personnel  is  a feature  of  long  distance  journeys  and  any  reduction 
in  these  calls  is  a definite  saving. 

There  was  a slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  accident  cases 
attended  during  the  year,  but  it  is  still  distressing  to  note  that 
the  number  of  accidents  occurring  in  the  home  claim  the  highest 
percentage  of  persons  being  injured.  Of  these  no  fewer  than  36 
received  burns  caused  b}'  fire,  some  of  which  were  of  a serious 
nature  necessitating  express  transport  to  the  Birmingham  Accident 
Hospital. 

Of  the  4,346  accidents  attended  281  were  outside  the  city 
boundary. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  source  of  origin  of  accident 
calls  received  : — 

‘999’  calls  from  members  of  the  public  ...  ...  2,293 

Calls  on  5041  (mostly  industrial  premises)  ...  1,065 

Police  private  line  ... 

Fire  Brigade  private  line  ... 

Hospital  private  lines 

Doctors  (on  5041) 

Verbal  messages  to  control  room 

Vehicles  passing  scene  of  accident  whilst  on  other 

work  ...  ...  •••  .••  •••  ^7 

Radio  from  vehicles  whilst  on  other  work  ...  19 


25 

82 

III 


4.346 
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On  276  occasions  the  services  of  the  ambulance,  on  arrival, 
were  not  required,  but  it  is  thought  that  in  all  but  38  of  these  the 
call  was  made  in  good  intent. 

On  13,  occasions  two  ambulances  were  required  and  on  three 
other  occasions  three  ambulances  were  required  to  deal  with 
accidents  where  a number  of  patients  had  been  injured- 

Occasional  abuses  of  the  Ambulance  Service  facilities  and  a 
few  difficulties  which  are  common  in  all  similar  services  occur 
from  time  to  time,  but  these  have  dwindled  to  negligible  proportions 
and  are  usually  dealt  with  by  an  officer  on  duty. 

One  unfortunate  serious  accident  occurred  during  the  year,  in 
which  one  of  our  ambulances,  conveying  two  seriously  injured 
patients  to  hospital,  was  involved  in  a collision  with  a car.  This 
resulted  in  both  these  patients  dying  together  with  a passenger 
in  the  car.  The  car  driver  and  the  ambulance  driver  and  attendant 
were  also  injured  and  received  hosipital  treatment.  At  the  City 
Magistrates  Court,  where  the  ambulance  driver  later  appeared,  the 
charge  of  driving  without  due  care  and  attention  was  withdrawn. 

The  extended  calls  placed  upon  the  Ambulance  Service  by  the 
increasing  use  by  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  of  their 
hospitals  at  Nuneaton,  Rugby,  Bramcote  and  Warwick  for 
Coventry  patients  and  the  extended  facilities  for  the  treatment 
of  tuberculosis  in  hospitals  and  sanatoria  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  have  been  noted,  and  it  may  be  of  interest  to  record  that 
11,975  patients  or  9.9%  of  the  total  were  concerned  in  these  out 
of  town  journeys. 

One  ambulance  crew  was  entered  for  a competition  organised 
by  the  National  Ambulance  Officers  Association,  and  I am  happy 
to  report  that  at  this  first  attempt  in  the  Midland  Contest  the  crew 
took  fourth  position. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  PATIENTS  CONVEYED. 
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A point  of  interest  is  that  the  1,102  journeys  for  the  Home  Nursing  Service  involved  a total  of  21,731  miles  and 
for  3,372  drivers  hours.  This  gives  an  average  of  9.23  hours  and  59.53  miles  per  day  with  an  average  of  19.7  miles  per  journey. 


41 


Summary  of  the  last  51  year's  Work. 


1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

No.  of  Ambulances 

25 

23 

24 

20 

21 

No.  of  Cars 

3 

5 

5 

5 

7 

No.  of  paid  stafi 

76 

80 

79 

81 

74 

Ambulances 

34,386 

30,329 

29,526 

32,860 

30,856 

No.  of  journeys 

Cars 

3,382 

7,106 

8,336 

6,319 

6,380 

Total 

37,768 

37,435 

37,862 

39,179 

37,236 

Ambulances 

113,449 

100,215 

87,929 

79,080 

68,940 

No.  01  Jratients 

Cars 

5,573 

12,421 

13,557 

9,961 

9,099 

Total 

119,022 

112,636 

101,486 

89,041 

78,039 

% increase  over  previous  year 

17.6 

10.98 

13.97 

14.00 

18.05 

Ambulances 

346,127 

335,584 

301,252 

317,574 

308,922 

lotai  Mileage 

Cars 

74,407 

102,207 

129,145 

111,722 

118,069 

Total 

420,534 

437,791 

430,397 

429,296 

426,991 

% increeise  or  decrease  over 
previous  year  

2.53 

Decrease 

1.71 

Increase 

.25 

Increase 

.53 

Increase 

23.04 

Increase 

Total  No.  of  patients  carried  during  5 years 500,224 

Total  mileage  during  the  last  5 years  2,145,009 

Averagre  mileage  per  patient  carried  during  last  5 years  4.28 


Analysis  of  Patients  Conveyed  in  Journeys  out  of  Town 

Total 

Patients  discharged  from,  or  after  treatment  at  Coventry 
Hospitals  to  plaices  outside  the  City 

71 

Patients  for  or  after  treatment  in  Hospitals  or  Clinics 
outside  Coventry  

6,568 

Patients  discharged  from  Hospitals,  Sanatoria,  Nursing 
Homes  or  Convalescent  Homes  outside  Coventry 

1,668 

Removals  from  Houses  in  Coventry  to  Houses  in  other 
towns  

11 

Admission  to  Hospitals,  Sanatoria,  Nursing  Homes  or 
Convalescent  Homes  outside  Coventry  

709 

Transfers  form  Coventry  Hospitals,  to  Hospitals,  Sana- 
toria or  Convalescent  Homes  outside  Coventry  or 
return  ...,  

2,948 

Total  ... 

11,975 

Number  of  Journeys  of  over  50  miles  radius  from  Coventry 

89 
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CHART  SHOWING  THE  DAILY 
MAXIMUM  & DAILY  AVERAGE 
NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS  REMOVED 
THROUGHOUT  THE  YEAR. 
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CHART  SHOWING  THE  DAILY 
AVERAGE  DEMAND  FOR 
AMBULANCE  TRANSPORT 
IN  THREE  HOURLY  PERIODS 
DURING  THE  24  HOURS  OF 
THE  DAY 
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FEB 


MAR 
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OCT 
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MILES  RUN  PER  MONTH 


MONTHLY  FLOW  OF  PATIENTS 


DEC 
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AVERAGE  MILEAGE  PER 
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SCALE. 
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VEHICLE 


General  Ambulances. 


Fleet 

Number. 

Registration 

Number. 

Make. 

H.P. 

Date  Purchased. 

Mileage 

during 

1954. 

3 

GVC  468 

Humber 

27 

February 

1948 

17,013 

4 

GVC  975 

27 

March 

1948 

19,982 

5 

GKV  211 

27 

April 

1948 

17,427 

6 

HEW  967 

9f 

27 

January 

1949 

17,470 

7 

FYH  107 

Morris  Commercial 

16 

August 

1949 

4,259 

8 

OMY  446 

Albion 

26 

December 

1947 

1,520 

19 

MWK  219 

Bedford 

27 

November 

1952 

17,137 

20 

MWK  220 

99 

27 

January 

1953 

17,300 

21 

MWK  221 

99 

27 

February 

1953 

21,878 

23 

FYH  343 

Morris  Commercial 

16 

9,279 

24 

FYH  513 

99  99 

16 

8,166 

25 

FYU  527 

99  99 

16 

Made  during 

9,086 

27 

GXY  783 

Austin 

27 

Itbe  war 

years 

1,861 

28 

GXY  790 

9 9 

27 

/ (1940)  and  taken 

11,743 

29 

GYF  1 

99 

27 

1 over  from 

the 

13,004 

32 

GYE  988 

27 

H.S.F.  on 

5.7.53 

11,099 

33 

FYH  278 

Morris  Commercial 

16 

10,442 

40 

PHP  40 

Bedford 

27 

October 

1954 

1,173 

41 

PHP  41 

27 

November 

1954 

678 

42 

PEW  451 

Karrier 

33 

October 

1954 

1,814 

1954  Total 

212,331 

Sitting  Case  Ambulances. 


14 

MHP.  579 

Morris 

P.V. 

14 

August 

1952 

15,330 

15 

MWK  315 

Morris 

“3”  Type 

14 

December 

1952 

20,009 

16 

MWK  316 

99 

14 

December 

1952 

20,588 

17 

MWK  317 

99 

99 

14 

February 

1953 

16,556 

18 

MWK  318 

99 

99 

14 

Febniary 

1953 

20,464 

22 

MKV  288 

Karrier 

16 

May 

1953 

17,179 

35 

PDH  35 

Morris 

“J”  Type 

14 

July 

1954 

5,322 

36 

PDU  36 

99 

99 

14 

July 

1954 

5,283 

37 

PDU  37 

99 

99 

14 

July 

1954 

5,977 

38 

PDH  38 

99 

99 

14 

August 

1954 

4,159 

39 

PDH  39 

99 

99 

14 

September 

1954 

2,929 

1954  Total 

133,796 

Sitting  Case  Cars. 


9 

HMP  664 

Humber 

Hawk 

14 

September 

1948 

13,115 

10 

JDH  346 

99 

99 

14 

July 

1949 

16,073 

11 

JMP  32 

99 

99 

14 

August 

1949 

18,518 

12 

JEW  242 

99 

99 

14 

November 

1949 

20,194 

13 

JEW  635 

99 

99 

14 

January 

1950 

6,507 

1954  Total 

74,407 

gTATISTICS,  1954 
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Petrol 

ZJonsumed 

Gallons. 

1 Oil 

Consumed. 
Pints. 

M.P.G. 

Total  Vehicle  Mileage. 

Age  of  Vehicles. 

Years. 

Months. 

1,825 

265 

8.3 

124,390 

6 

11 

2,148 

407 

9.3 

128,016 

6 

10 

1,972 

■ 518 

8.8 

120,554 

6 

9 

1,961 

301 

8.9 

117,363 

6 

0 

556 

82 

7.6 

Not  known.  Ex.  W.D. 

15 

0 

249 

87 

6.1 

*1  >>  >>  ** 

15 

0 

1,533 

177 

11.1 

21,300 

2 

2 

1,392 

84 

12.4 

20,840 

2 

0 

1,700 

120 

12.8 

25,060 

1 

10 

958 

265 

9.6 

15 

0 

908 

102 

9.1 

15 

0 

1,132 

235 

8.0 

15 

0 

210 

42 

8.8 

Not  known 

15 

0 

1,208 

181 

9.7 

( All  ex.  W.D. 

15 

0 

1,389 

346 

9.3 

15 

0 

1,176 

180 

9.4 

15 

0 

1,063 

109 

9.8 

1 

15 

0 

89 

4 

13.1 

1,473 

3 

54 

6 

12.5 

969 

2 

297 

19 

6.1 

1,910 

3 

; 21,820 

3,531 

9.7 

Average  age  of 
Vehicles  at  31.12.54 

7 

2 

1,146 

131 

13.3 

35,993 

2 

' 5 

1,129 

135 

17.7 

37,981 

2 

1 

1,147 

149 

17.9 

38,052 

2 

1 

937 

143 

17.6 

30,618 

1 

11 

1,200 

105 

17.0 

34,306 

1 

11 

997 

58 

17.2 

27,193 

1 

8 

279 

14 

19.0 

5,588 

6 

297 

22 

17.7 

5,527 

6 

309 

26 

19.3 

6,212 

6 

218 

21 

19.0 

4,402 

5 

161 

8 

18.1 

3,190 

4 

7,820 

812 

17.1 

Average  age  of 
Vehicles  at  31.12.54 

1 

3 

993 

122 

13.2 

131,709 

6 

4 

1,007 

135 

15.9 

104,063 

5 

6 

1,141 

426 

16.2 

122,767 

5 

5 

1,253 

421 

16.1 

109,758 

5 

2 

425 

90 

15.3 

101,767 

5 

0 

! 4,818 

1,194 

15.4 

Average  age  of 
Vehicles  at  31.12.54 

5 

2 

46 


ANALYSIS  OF  PATIENT 


o 

FROM  ^ 

C.  & W. 

Hospital 

Keresley 

Hospital 

Gulson 

Hospital 

City 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Highview 

Hospital 

Annexes 

Nursing 

Homes 

Dover  Stret 

Clinic 

Paybody 

Hospital 

Allesley 

Hall 

C.  & W. 

Hospital 

Home 

28,227 

2,313 

3,936 

756 

199 

11 

109 

2,122 

175 

7 

102 

C.  & W.  Hospital 

3 

760 

515 

289 

17 

55 

11 

1 

12 

261 

— 

Gulson  Hospital 

150 

108 

— 

327 

33 

5 

14 

— 

5 

4 

173 

Keresley  Hospital 

727 

— 

75 

23 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

202 

Dover  Street  Clinic 

4 

Paybodv  Hospital  . . 

10 

59 

— 

Allesley  Hall 

76 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

— 

— 

City  Isolation  Hospital  . . 

258 

12 

430 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nursing  Homes 

8 

4 

7 

1 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

The  Towers,  Kenilworth.. 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kenilworth  Convl.  Home.  . 

— 

2 

1 

Pump  Room,  Leamington  . . 

Gulson  Road  Clinic 

2 

Highview  Hospital 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Annexes 

43 

— 

4 

— 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Railway  Stations  . . 

Other  Hospitals  or  Clinics 

9 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Out  of  Town  Hospitals 

Occupation  Centre  . . 

TOTALS  . . 

29,518 

3,199 

4,980 

1,398 

268 

77 

146 

2,130 

210 

332 

482 

Plus  : — 


PATIENTS  INVOLVED  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  CLASSIFIEE 


Street 

Collapse 

Home 

Sport 

School 

Children 
AT  Play 

Work 

Factory 

Mines 

1,135 

635 

1,328 

119 

189 

133 

138 

58 

60 
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-ONVEYED  DURING  1954 


Gulson  Road  1 
Clinic  f 

Coventry 
Chest  Clinic 

Home 

Pump  Room, 
Leamington 

Convalescent 

Homes 

Warwick 

Central 

Hospital 

Railway 

Stations 

Other 

Hospitals 

Other 

Clinics 

The  Towers, 

Kenilworth 

Kenilworth 

Convalescent 

Home 

Work 

Bums  Road 

Occupation 

Centre 

TOTAL 

119 

901 

154 

2,745 

31 

137 

90 

1,050 

263 

— 

— 

— 

8,068 

51,515 

— 

30,392 

— 

1 

10 

17 

472 

— 

3 

5 

— 

— 

32,824 

— 

— 

2,800 

— 

70 

8 

12 

80 

— 

1,133 

403 

— 

— 

5,325 

— 

— 

2,501 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3,541 

— 

— 

2,152 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2,164 

— 

— 

248 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

324 

— 

— 

184 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

298 

— 

— 

436 

— 

6 

1 

— 

99 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1,243 

— 

— 

22 

— 

— 

2 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

62 

— 

604 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

611 

16 

19 

— 

— 

2,739 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

844 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3,583 

— 

— 

362 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

627 

— 

— 

— 

— 

993 

4 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

84 

— 

— 

52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

52 

1594 

— 

1,263 

858 

— 

— 

— 

91 

54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2,878 

■ — 

— 

1,076 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

f 

— 

1,076 

• — 

— 

8,151 

8,151 

4713 

901 

53,156 

3,603 

108 

158 

119 

1,855 

1,792 

1,136 

408 

0 

8,068 

114,757 

ECIDENT  AND  EMERGENCY  JOURNEYS 


Public 

Place 

Maternity 

Illness 

Crashed 

Aircraft 

Services 

Not  Req’d 

Total  No. 
of  Journeys 

Total  No. 

OF  Patients 

213 

4 

58 

0 

276 

4,346 

4,265 

Total  Number  of  Patients  conveyed  during  year — 119,022 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

Section  28 

Developments  under  Section  2,8  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  progressed  as  far  as  it  was  practicable  during  1954.  The 
routine  services  in  regard  to  Tuberculosis,  Venereal  Disease, 
Health  Education  and  the  Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment  and 
Appliances  have  proceeded  and  developed  within  reasonable  limits. 
The  scheme  for  Meals  for  the  Sick  and  Aged  which  commenced  in 
July,  1949,  continues  to  function  most  satisfactorily  and  is  referred 
to  later  on  page  49. 


Tuberculosis. 


Domiciliary  visitation  of  tuberculosis  patients  is  a matter  of 
prime  importance  in  the  department,  as  indeed  are  all  those 
methods  designed  to  reduce  the  incidence  and  mortality  of  this 
disease. 


There  were  4 full-time  and  i part-time  tuberculosis  visitors 
available  on  the  staff  during  the  year  and  they  continue  to  do 
excellent  work,  both  on  the  district  and  in  co-operating  with 
appropriate  staff  at  the  Chest  Clinic  (The  Quadrant). 

During  the  year  under  review  the  visitors  made  496  visits  to 
new  cases  and  the  total  number  of  visits  to  all  tuberculous  cases 
was  4,161  compared  with  4,148  in  1953.  The  visitors  were  also 
responsible  for  125  reports  on  housing  circumstances  of  special 
cases. 


In  1954  there  was  no  call  for  additional  shelters  to  be  issued 
by  the  department  to  tuberculous  patients  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  four  were  in  continuing  use  by  patients  within  the  city. 

The  provision  of  free  milk  to  tuberculous  patients  has  con- 
tinued during  the  year  as  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


No.  of  persons  receiving  milk  at  ist  January,  1954  362 

No.  of  additional  persons  allowed  milk  during  1954  ...  213 

Total  number  who'  received  milk  during  1954  ...  ...  377 

No.  of  persons  receiving  milk  at  31st  December,  1934  307 

Cost  during  year  ended  31st  December,  1954  ...  ...  ;^5,746 


All  applications  for  free  milk  are  subject  to  enquiry  by  the 
tuberculosis  visitors,  and  their  reports  are  carefully  scrutinised 
before  milk  is  authorised.  All  applications  are  reconsidered 
quarterly. 


Sputum  flasks  and  disinfectants,  etc.,  were  supplied  to 
appropriate  cases  as  also  were  beds  (in  some  cases  on  loan)  and 
bedding  to  the  following  extent  : — 


Number 
of  oases 
involved 

Number  of  Articles  involved 

Blankets 

Pillows 

Pillow 

Cases 

Quilts 

Beds 

Mattresses 

Sheets 

10 

7 

5 

3 

2 

8 

9 

4 
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In  several  cases  second-hand  furniture  which  has  been  given 
to  the  department  for  needy  cases  was  appropriately  distrib^uted 
to  patients. 

Some  of  the  cases  applying  for  assistance  were  tuberculous 
patients  in  receipt  of  allowances  from  the  National  Assistance 
Board,  and  the  Board  accepted  responsibility  for  the  provision 
of  beds  and  bedding. 

During  the  year  several  cases  occurred  where  patients  in 
sanatoria  were  discharged  direct  to  flats  provided  by  the  Housing 
Committee.  The  Health  Committee  has,  in  such  cases,  assisted  by 
providing  beds  and  bedding,  and  the  National  Assistance  Board 
has  agreed  to  consider  appliqations  for  assistance  in  purchasing 
other  household  equipment  before  the  patient  is  discharged, 
provided  the  equipment  cannot  be  obtained  from  the  Housing 
Committee  or  from  voluntary  sources. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  Health  Visitors  employed  by  the  Health  Committee  co- 
op>erate  with  the  staff  at  the  hospital  treatment  centre,  and  during 
1954  were  responsible  for  approximately  100  visits  to  defaulters 
from  clinic  treatment. 

Cancer. 

The  health  visitors  also  made  approximately  50  visits  to 
cancer  sufferers  during  1954.  These  were  at  the  request  of  and 
by  arrangement  with  the  medical  staff  at  the  Coventry  and 
Warwickshire  Hospital  and  were  of  the  nature  of  follow-up  visits 
to  post-operative  cases  with  this  complaint. 

Meals  for  the  Sick  and  Aged. 

The  Mobile  Meals  Service  has  been  functioning  for  approxi- 
mately 5|-  years  and  experience  has  shown  that  it  continues 
adequately  to  justify  itself  as  part  of  the  social  service  and  to 
prove  its  worth  for  the  benefit  of  those  physically  unable  to  prepare 
their  own  meals  and  who  have  no  relatives  or  friends  to  dO'  it  for 
them.  Local  medical  practitioners  are  making  full  use  of  the 
service  for  appropriate  patients. 

The  service  was  designed  to  cater  initially  for  a maximum  ot 
100  persons,  and  from  approximately  40  meals  per  day  in  the  early 
stages  of  the  scheme  the  number  has  increased,  there  being  an 
average  of  loi  meals  per  day  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 

1954- 

iMeals  obtained  from  the  Catering  Department  continue  to  be 
provided  on  five  days  each  week  (Monday  to  Friday)  from  the  two 
specially  adapted  delivery  vans  which  are  manned  by  part-time 
personnel.  . 

The  service  has  certain  novel  features  which  with  certain 
modifications  have  now  tended  to  become  somewhat  standardised 

D 
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througfhout  the  country  and  make  it  very  suitable  to  handle  the 
meals,  which  are  carried  in  special  (individual  portion)  insulated 
food  carriers,  each  carrier  holding  five  meals. 

The  following  figures  will  give  some  indication  of  how  the 
service  functioned  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954. 

Total  number  of  meals  supplied  25,995 

Average  number  per  day  {i.e.,  five  days  per  week)  loi 
Cost  of  purchasing  meals  £^i^73  los-  od. 

Contributions  from  recipients  £^00  12s.  5d. 

Net  cost  ;^2,o72  17s.  5d. 

Mileage  run  by  two  vans  (approximate)  i3)035 

Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment  and  Apparatus. 

The  Health  Department  continues  to  supply  on  loan  a fairly 
wide  range  of  sick  room  appliances,  which  are  augmented  as  the 
occasion  demands.  The  equipment  is  available  to  applicants  on 
hire  at  very  reasonable  charges,  and  in  some  cases  free  of  charge. 

A periodical  check  on  all  hirings  is  made  especially  in  those 
cases  where  no  charge  is  made.  It  is  unfortunately  true  that 
some  people  are  very  careless  with  public  property. 

The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  items  available  from  the 
Gulson  Road  Clinic  : — 

Air  rings;  back  rests;  bed  pulleys;  bed  cages;  bed  pans;  bed 
tables  ; bronchitis  kettles  ; douche  cans  ; dunlopillo  mattresses  ; 
commodes;  crutches;  feeding  cups;  hospital  beds;  invalid 
chairs  (indoor  and  outdoor) ; rubber  sheets ; spinal  carriages ; 
urine  bottles;  walking  machines;  walking  sticks;  water 
bottles. 

Health  Education. 

I have  directed  attention  quite  frequently  to  this  important 
aspect  of  a health  department’s  work  in  previous  annual  reports 
and  drew  particular  attention  to  this  subject  in  my  1953  report. 
For  a city  of  Coventry’s  size  there  is  obvious  need  for  continuous 
and  concentrated  attention  to  Health  Education  and  this  can  only 
be  really  satisfactorily  achieved  by  allocating  the  detail  of  this 
work  to  a specially  appointed  and  experienced  officer,  and  pro- 
viding him  with  the  necessary  equipment  for  his  work. 

The  Health  Committee  has  well  appreciated  this  suggestion 
and  when  the  financial  position  is  more  propitious  further  steps 
will  no  doubt  be  taken  towards  this  end. 

An  annual  grant  is  made  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  which  in  turn  provides  a wide  range  of  health  education 
propaganda  material. 

'Numerous  lectures  and  informal  talks  (often  pictorially 
illustrated  with  film  strips)  have  been  given  to  various  organisa- 
tions and  groups  during  the  year  by  different  members  of  the 
departmental  staff. 
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Convalescence. 

The  City  Council  has  accepted  financial  responsibility  for 
hospital  patients  needing^  essential  recuperative  convalescence 
following  their  treatment.  Such  cases  are  recommended  by  the 
consultant  staff  and  passed  to  the  hospital  almoners  for  allocation 
to  acceptable  convalescent  homes. 

-All  applications  are,  of  course,  scrutinised  by  the  Medical 
Ollicer  of  Health  prior  to  recommendation  to  the  Health 
Committee. 

Of  the  applications  submitted  i6o  were  approved  and  accepted 
as  a charge  on  the  Health  Committee.  The  i6o  cases  were  accepted 
for  periods  of  2,  3,  or  4 weeks’  convalescence  in  various  seaside 
homes,  and  of  these  16  were  granted  an  extension  of  the  original 
period  based  on  further  medical  representations. 

The  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  these  patients  to  the  depart- 
ment during  the  current  year  was  3s.  lod. 

In  addition,  in  1954  travelling  facilities  were  provided  by 
way  of  rail  or  bus  fares  at  a cost  of  ;^464  3s.  sd. ; 16.^  patients 
with  72  escorts  were  paid  for ; the  Education  Committee  refunded 
the  Health  Committee  to  the  extent  of  ;^i73  14s.  sd.  for  the 
journeys  of  40  school  children  with  72  escorts. 

In  accordance  with  the  authority  contained  in  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  85,  travelling  facilities  were  made  available  to 
relatives  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  patients  in  hospitals  outside 
Coventry.  577  travel  warrants  were  so  issued  to  the  relatives  of 
50  patients  throughout  the  year  ; the  cost  amounted  to  ;^2g9  2s.  gd. 

•A  comparison  of  the  extent  and  the  cost  of  these  services  in 
the  last  two  years  they  have  operated  is  as  foilow  — 


•Applications  for  convalescence  received 
,,  ,,  ,,  approved 

,,  ,,  extension 

Cost  of  maintenance  in  convalescent  homes 
Travel  facilities  provided — No.  of  patients 
Cost  of  such 

Visiting  facilities  for  relatives  : — 

No.  of  patients  visited  ... 

No.  of  travel  vouchers  granted 
Cost 


1954 

1953 

I6I 

143 

160 

143 

16 

14 

£i7i7l3lio 

;^i692 

125 

146 

£4^41 3l, 5 £43^9!^ 

50 

26 

577 

384 

£299^19  £ 

204/7  Is 
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HOME  HELPS  SERVICE 

Section  29 

The  staff  eng-ag-ed  in  this  section  of  the  department  at  31st 
December,  1954,  was  as  follows  : — 

1 Org^aniser 

3 Assistants  to  the  Organiser 

2 Clerks 

136  Home  Helps 

A summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  shows  : — 


The  total  number  of  cases  attended  ...  ...  ...  856 

Maternity  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  182 

Illness  and  chronic  sickness  ••.  ...  ...  136 

Infirm  and  aged  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  496 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Other  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

The  year’s  records  show  : — 

1953  applicants  still  on  books  ...  ...  ...  294 

.'\pplications  in  .1954  .••  •••  •••  ...  814 

Advance  applications  for  1955  ...  ...  ...  72 

Cases  actually  assisted  ...  ...  ...  ...  856 

.A.pplications  (a.)  Withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

(b)  Refused  to  accept  help  ...  104 

(c)  not  eligible  ...  ...  ...  7 

Applications  still  on  books  at  31.12.54  ...  ...  337 

Total  number  of  visits  to  homes  by  home  helps  14,221 


It  is  very  evident  by  the  continuous  (and  indeed  on  occasions 
peremptory)  demands  of  the  public  that  they  are  very  conscious 
of  the  helpfulness  of  this  service.  It  should  be  remembered  how- 
ever at  certain  periods  of  the  year  whether  through  climatic 
conditions,  sickness  or  seasonal  diseases  amongst  the  populace 
(and  indeed  amongst  the  home  helps  themselves)  that  the  service 
is  working  under  extreme  difficulties  and  may  be  with  depleted 
staff.  The  public  should  therefore  try  to  have  regard  for  such 
factors  because  in  some  instances  the  requests  made  to  the 
Organiser  are,  to  say  the  least,  unreasonable.  All  cases  requiring 
assistance  are  carefully  assessed  and  the  home  helps  are  allocated 
in  accordance  with  the  urgency  of  the  circumstances.  Needless 
to  say  it  is  by  no  means  possible  to  allocate  one  home  help  for 
the  care  of  a specific  case  throughout  any  one  day  and  the 
services  of  available  helps  need  to  be  carefully  apportioned  to 
meet  the  overall  demand  as  far  as  is  reasonably  possible. 

It  is  quite  definitely  felt  that  a decentralisation  in  part  at 
least  of  the  Home  Helps  Service  to  some  of  the  more  heavily 
populated  and  newly  developing  areas  of  the  city  would  serve  a 
most  useful  purpose  besides  being  more  economical  and  efficient 
in  the  long  run.  The  Health  Committee  are  very  mindful  of  such 
a development  and  I shall  hope  to  report  on  this  matter  of  policy 
in  a future  annual  report. 
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It  is  the  experience  of  the  Organiser  and  her  staff  that  they 
are  consistently  encountering  persons  who  are  left  alone  much  to 
their  own  devices  and,  naturally  enough,  this  includes  a propor- 
tion of  old  people.  In  all  such  cases  and  providing  there  is 
agreement  by  the  person  concerned,  other  appropriate  sections  of 
the  Health  Department  are  approached  to  give  necessary  assis- 
tance. In  any  case  it  is  most  essential  that  where  any  depart- 
mental field  workers  encounter  people  living  in  isolation  they 
should  bring  such  cases  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department 
so  that  necessary  services  can  be  provided  if  required. 

Mrs.  E.  Marshall,  the  Home  Helps  Organiser,  draws  attention 
to  the  increased  number  of  calls  upon  the  service  resulting  from 
the  existing  shortages  of  hospital  beds  and  the  considerable 
number  of  chronically  afflicted  people  and  aged  persons.  With 
such  a variety  of  cases  to  be  covered  it  is  quite  necessary  that  a 
responsible  and  reliable  type  of  home  help  should  be  employed 
and  this  is  not  always  easy  in  view  of  the  demands  made  by 
industry  upon  available  woman  power.  Generally  speaking  the 
home  helps  have  themselves  maintained  a fairly  satisfactory  state 
of  health  during  the  year. 

The  Organiser  also  indicates  that  varied  assistance  and  advice 
have  been  given  to  numerous  householders  including  those  where 
there  are  aged  and  infirm. 

Close  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  the  Fuel  Overseer 
where  aged,  infirm  and  chronic  sick  persons  are  concerned  and 
this  has  helped  to  alleviate  hardship. 

MENTAL  HEALTH 

Section  51 

Administration — Committee. 

The  mental  health  work  of  the  department  is  administered 
directly  by  the  Health  Committee,  on  which  there  are  three  women 
members  and  four  co-opted  representatives  of  outside  bodies.  This 
Committee  meets  monthly  and  reports  on  mental  health  work  under 
the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Section 
51,  are  submitted  to  them. 

Number  and  Qualifications  of  Staff. 

The  staff  of  the  Mental  Health  Section  consists  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(who  is  also  the  Director  of  the  Mental  Health  Service),  a Senior 
-Authorised  Officer  and  Petitioning  Officer,  four  Duly  Authorised 
Officers — of  whom  two  are  female.  The  Occupation  Centre  staff 
consists  of  a Superintendent.  Deputy  Superintendent,  two 
.Assistants  and  one  Trainee-Assistant. 

All  the  Authorised  Officers  have  attended  the  Mental  Health 
Course  arranged  by  the  National  .Association  for  Mental  Health 
in  conjunction  with  the  University  of  London  and  prior  to  their 
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appointments  as  such,  had  previous  experience  either  in  the  care 
of  mentally  sick  persons  of  unsound  mind  or  in  the  administration 
of  the  Mental  Treatment  and  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

Co-ordination  with  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and  Hospital 
Management  Committees. 

The  liaison  which  this  department  enjoys  with  the  Birmingham 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  of  the 
Central  Mental  Hospital,  Hatton,  near  Warwick,  to  which  most 
mentally  sick  patients  are  admitted,  is  an  extremely  cordial  one — 
there  being  constant  liaison  between  the  medical  staff  of  both 
departments  and  the  social  workers,  particularly  in  respect  of 
after-care,  which  in  the  first  instance,  so  far  as  mental  patients 
are  concerned,  is  done  by  the  social  workers  from  the  mental 
hospital. 

An  example  of  the  satisfactory  liaison  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  B'oards  may  be  instanced  in  the  inevitable  prompt 
provision  of  temporary  institutional  care  for  defective  children 
when,  as  has  happened,  the  mother  of  the  patient  has  been 
required  to  enter  mental  hospital  for  treatment  for  a mentally  sick 
condition. 

Supervision  of  patients  on  Trial  from  Mental  Hospitals. 

In  all  cases  patients  on  trial  from  mental  hospitals  are  super- 
vised by  the  Social  Worker  from  the  mental  hospital,  but  it  so 
often  happens  when  these  trials  have  proved  successful,  resulting 
in  the  patient’s  discharge,  the  case  is  then  passed  to  the  Authorised 
Officer,  who  also  performs  most  onerous  social  work  for  after- 
care in  the  community.  Many  patients  have  enjoyed  the  friendly 
supervision  of  an  officer  from  this  department  during  the  difficult 
period  of  rehabilitation  in  the  community. 

On  Licence  from  Mental  Deficiency  Institutions. 

At  the  31st  December,  1954,  28  patients,  including  15  males 
and  13  females,  were  on  licence  from  mental  deficiency  institutions 
and  were  supervised  by  the  Authorised  Officer  from  this  depart- 
ment on  behalf  of  the  parent  mental  deficiency  institution.  In  a 
large  proportion  of  these  cases  work  was  required  to  be  found 
for  these  patients,  and  the  majority  were  successfully  found 
employment  in  which  they  have  progressed  satisfactorily.  During 
ffhe  year  as  a result  of  a successful  period  on  licence  from 
institutions  in  the  community,  5 patients  were  discharged  from 
the  Order  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  and  a friendly  interest 
is  being  maintained  in  their  future  welfare. 

It  might,  further,  be  mentioned  that  apart  from  the  super- 
vision of  licence  cases  in  the  community,  a liaison  is  maintained 
with  the  Medical  Superintendents  of  parent  mental  deficiency 
institutions  which  permits  the  friendly  supervision  of  patients  on 
long  leave  of  absence  from  those  hospitals.  It  has  been  found 


that  this  is  a particularly  helpful  -form  of  supervision  and  is 
welcomed  by  most  parents. 

Duties  Delegated  to  Voluntary  Associations. 

The  duties  deleg-ated  to  local  health  authorities  under  the 
provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  .\ct,  1946’,  Section  51, 
are  fulfilled  by  the  staff  of  this  department  appointed  for  this 
work.  No  voluntary  associations  are  concerned  specifically  with 
mental  health  in  the  city  of  Coventry. 

Training  of  Staff. 

Comment  has  already  been  made  on  the  fact  that  all  the  Duly 
Authorised  Officers  have  attended  the  special  course  run  by  the 
National  Association  for  Mental  Health  in  conjunction  with  a 
University.  Visits  to  mental  deficiency  institutions  and  mental 
hospitals,  together  with  regular  discussions  of  all  new  develop- 
ments in  the  field  of  mental  illness,  all  form  part  of  the  week 
by  week  training  of  the  officers,  but  the  absence  of  clearly  defined 
requirements  from  the  Ministry  concerning  the  standard  of 
qualification  required  for  Duly  Authorised  Officers  makes  difficult 
their  own  objective  in  studying  for  such  qualifications. 

Work  in  the  Community. 

(a)  Under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

During  the  year  the  Local  Authority  has  continued  to  make 
available  their  Clinic  for  the  purposes  of  out-patient  electrical 
convulsive  therapy,  which  is  performed  weekly  by  the  medical 
staff  from  the  Central  Mental  Hospital  at  Warwick,  assisted  by 
members  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service.  490  persons  (100  males 
and  290  females)  enjoyed  this  form  of  treatment  during  1954. 

There  were  9 mentally  defective  patients  admitted  to  temporary 
care  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  5/52  during  1954. 

(&)  Under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts. 

During  the  year  1954  the  Authorised  Officers  were  responsible 
for  over  1,260  visits  to  patients  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental 
Treatment  Acts;  and,  in  the  same  period,  468  mental  treatment 
patients  and  97  persons  O'f  unsound  mind  from  the  area  of  this 
Local  Health  .‘\uthority  were  admitted  to  a mental  hospital  for 
treatment. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  figures  in  respect  of  mental 
treatment  patients  show  an  increase  of  over  loo  on  those  provided 
in  a similar  report  to  this  for  the  year  1952. 

(c)  Under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913 — 193®- 

(i)  Ascertainment  and  Supervision.  During  the  year  1954 
72  cases  were  referred  from  all  sources  (including  those  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  Section  57(3)  and  (3),  by 
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the  police  and  courts),  of  which  number  54  now  enjoy  the  super- 
vision of  the  Authorised  Ollicer.  Most  ascertainment  examinations 
are  carried  out  by  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  work  in  respect  of  390  patients  under  the  statutory  super- 
vision of  the.  Local  Health  Authority  has  been  continued.  In  the 
main,  the  close  relationship  between  the  patient,  the  parent  and 
the  officer  has  been  maintained  and  this  has  resulted  in  ‘sheltered’ 
employment  beings  found  for  many  patients  who  would  not  other- 
wise have  been  able  to  cope  in  open  industry. 

Comment  mig-ht  here  be  made  of  the  liaison  which  exists 
between  the  Local  Health  and  Local  Education  Authorities  of  this 
city  in  respect  of  children  referred  for  the  supervision  of  this 
department  on  leaving-  school.  It  has  so  often  been  observed  that 
a break  in  the  continuity  of  their  supervision  from  school,  until 
the  case  is  formally  referred  to  the  Local  Health  Authority,  has 
had  a detrimental  effect  in  some  cases  on  the  attitude  of  the 
parent  of  the  patient  towards  this  form  of  supervision ; liaison 
with  the  Local  Education  Authority  ensures  that  patients  due  to 
leave  school  are  referred  prior  to  their  leaving  school,  which  does 
preserve  a link  of  mutual  interest. 

Further,  prior  to  the  issue  of  the  statutory  notification  in 
accordance  with  the  Education  Act,  1944,  Section  57(3),  concern- 
ing ineducable  children,  the  parent  of  the  child  is  now  interviewed 
by  the  Senior  School  Medical  Officer  immediately  prior  to  the 
issuing  of  the  statutory  notice  to  the  parent  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority,  during  which  interview  the  ramifications  of  care  by  the 
Local  Health  Authority’s  officers  are  explained  to  the  parent.  The 
Duly  -Authorised  Officer  is  invited  to  attend  the  latter  part  of  this 
interview,  when  it  becomes  possible  for  an  introduction  to  be 
made  to  the  parent — 'Which  makes  much  easier  the  initial  enquiries 
which  follow  a 57(3)  notification. 

(ii)  Guardianship.  At  the  31st  December,  1954,  there  were 
9 patients  under  guardianship,  to  the  guardians  of  the  majority 
of  whom  weekly  financial  grants,  varying  from  i8s.  od.  to  30s.  od., 
were  paid  towards  the  cost  of  their  maintenance  at  home.  In  two 
cases  it  was  found  possible  to  find  simple  work  for  the  patient, 
although  the  need  for  the  continuance  of  the  Guardianship  Orders 
had  been  considered  necessary. 

(iii)  Institutional  Cases.  It  is  considered  pertinent  to  comment 
under  this  heading  concerning  the  visiting  of  patients  in  hospitals 
for  mental  defectives  for  whom  vacancies  are  provided  by  the 
Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  Board  of  Control 
at  a considerable  distance  from  their  homes  and  particularly,  so 
far  as  it  applies  to  those  parents  of  very  restricted  financial  means. 

A particular  case  in  mind  concerns  a defective  girl,  whose 
admission  to  Rampton  Hospital,  Retford,  was  found  necessary 
after  she  had  been  tried  in  a more  accessible-to-visiting  institution 
nearer  to  Coventry.  Rampton  Hospital  is  about  80  miles  distant 
and  somewhat  inaccessible  for  visiting;  and  the  mother  of  this 


57 


particular  patient  was  unable  to  meet  the  expense  of  such  visits. 
Her  absent  delinquent  husband  has  no  interest  in  assisting  her. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  infrequency  of  visits  inevitably 
results  in  hardship  both  on  the  parent  anxious  to  see  the  son  or 
daughter  and  equally,  on  the  patient,  who,  unfortunately,  far  too 
often,  has  to  forego  the  joy  of  a visit. 

'Medical  Superintendents  have  stated  that  regular  visits  from 
relatives  form  an  important  part  of  in-patient  therapy,  and 
although  they  can  make  easier  the  way  of  relatives  by  issuing  a 
certificate  of  expediency  that  a patient  should  be  visited,  it  so 
often  applies  to  but  a small  percentage  of  needy  cases  and  only 
then  from  the  point  of  view  of  benefit  to  the  patient. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  makes  no  provisions  for 
even  a discriminate  use  of  transport  for  such  cases  and  during 
the  year  under  review  several  most  needy  cases  have  applied  tor 
assistance.  The  Health  Committee  considered  this  matter  most 
sympathetically,  but  unfortunately  only  the  most  restricted  use 
for  extremely  deserving  cases  has  been  possible ; and  this  may  be 
a subject  deserving  of  attention  by  the  Minister  himself. 

During  the  year  1954  work  done  under  the  three  relevant 
Acts  was  as  follows  : — 


Lunacy  Acts,  1890 — 1891. 


Coventry  patients 

Central  Mental  Hospital,  Warwick 

Sec.  16 

Sec.  11 

Sec.  20 

Total 

Number  of  patients  remain- 
ing in  hospital  on  31.12.53. 

Number  of  admissions  from 
1st  Jan.  to  3lBt  Dec.,  1954. 

369 

77 

1 

19 

396 

97 

473 

1 

19 

493 

Number  of  discharges,  includ- 
ing deaths  from  1st  Jan.,  1954 
to  31st  Dec.,  1954. 

66 

1 

19 

86 

Number  of  persons  of  unsound 
mind  remaining  in  Central 
Hospital  on  31.12.54. 

407 

— 

— 

407 

Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930. 


During-  1954  the  facilities  under  this 

Act  were  utilised 

: as 

follows 

I. 

No.  of  patients  in  Central  Hospital, 
Warwick,  under  this  Act  on 

Voluntary 

146 

January  ist,  1954  ... 

Temporary 

4 

2 . 

No.  of  patients  admitted  during 

Voluntary 

462 

1954  •••  

Temporary 

6 

3- 

No.  of  patients  discharged,  trans- 

Voluntary 

438 

ferred  or  died 

Temporary 

9 

4- 

No.  of  patients  remaining  in  hospital 

Voluntary 

170 

at  31st  December,  1954 

Ternporary 

I 
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The  continued  increase  in  the  proportion  of  voluntary  to 
total  Coventry  patients  admitted  to  the  Central  Hospital  has 
reached  the  high  figure  of  82  per  cent,  for  the  year.  The  effect 
of  this  from  the  patients’  point  of  view  is  that  treatment  is 
sought  and  accepted  voluntarily,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to 
the  much  more  beneficial  results  achieved  with  willing  patients 
seeking  to  be  cured. 

There  continues  to  be  a very  close  and  helpful  liaison  between 
the  department  and  the  respective  staffs  in  the  departments  of  the 
Magistrates’  Clerk  and  the  Probation  OfTicer. 


Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913 — 1938. 

Table  ihewing  Classiflcation  of  all  Mental  Defectives  on  Register 
at  Ist  January,  1955,  and  how  dealt  with. 


In 

Institutions. 

Under 

Guardianship. 

Under 
superyision 
in  own  homes. 

Grand 

Totals. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

P. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Feeble-minded 

68 

97 

165 

— 

4 

4 

103 

117 

220 

171 

218 

389 

Imbeciles 

40 

48 

88 

3 

2 

5 

70 

81 

151 

113 

131 

244 

Idiots 

17 

15 

32 

— 

— 

— 

13 

6 

19 

30 

21 

51 

Moral  Imbeciles 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

Totals  . . 

127 

162 

289 

3 

6 

9 

186 

204 

390 

316 

372 

688 

Totals  do  not  includa  28 — (15  males,  13  females)  on  licenoe  from  Institutions. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  nine  patients  were  admitted  to 
hospital  for  temporary  treatment  and  care  under  the  provisions  of 
Circular  5/52  whereby  parents  or  guardians  having  the  domiciliary 
care  of  their  mentally  defective  children  can  be  afforded  temporary 
relief  from  such  harassing  responsibility  at  times  of  family  illness 
or  other  crises. 

The  number  of  registered  mental  defectives  in  the  city  (688) 
represents  2.59  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

During  the  year  19  patients  were  admitted  to  a hospital  for 
mental  defectives  and  3,931  domiciliary  visits  have  been  made  by 
the  Authorised  Officers. 

WORK  OF  THE  OCCUPATION  CENTRE 

In  the  summer  the  number  of  pupils  on  the  register  at  the 
Occupation  Centre  was  increased  from  sixty  to  seventy-five.  This 
step  was  taken  as  a temporary  measure  because  of  the  length  and 
lack  of  movement  of  the  waiting  list — resulting  from  the  very  few 
admissions  possible  each  year.  Owing  to  the  admirable  design 
of  the  Centre  overcrowding  has 'not  resulted  from  this  move,  but 
rather  a fuller  use  has  been  made  of  existing  rooms  and  facilities. 
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The  larg-er  number  on  the  r€g:ister  has,  indeed,  had  a beneficial 
effect  of  allowing  the  re-grouping  of  pupils  into  four  instead  of 
three  groups,  and  has  enabled  better  classification  and  a more 
suitably  graded  training  programme  to  be  established. 

In  1954  five  children  left  the  Centre,  two  being  admitted  to 
institutional  care,  for  which  they  had  been  on  the  waiting  list  for 
some  time.  Replacements  for  these  children  were  admitted  as  the 
vacancies  occurred ; in  addition  the  major  intake  of  pupils, 
mentioned  above,  took  place  at  the  end  of  June. 

During  the  year  the  Centre  was  visited  by  a number  of  parties 
of  members  and  officials  from  other  local  authorities — from  as  far 
away  as  London. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  S.  Vince,  on  the  work 
of  the  Centre  during  1954  is  as  follows  : — ■ 

“An  important  feature  of  the  year  1954  was  the  formation  in 
March  of  a Parent-Staff  Association — ^its  aim  being  to  make  social 
contact  between  parents  and  staff  and  provide  some  extra  facilities 
for  the  children. 

It  was  decided  to  raise  funds  and  take  at  least  sixty  of  the 
pupils  attending  for  a week’s  seaside  holiday  in  1955.  Various 
functions  were  organised  towards  this  end,  including  a garden 
fete,  bring-and-buy  sale  and  dance,  etc.,  and  by  the  end  of  1954 
the  target  figure  was  almost  reached. 

In  June  the  number  attending  the  Centre  was  raised  to 
seventy-five  and  one  extra  staff  was  engaged  and  also  the  position 
of  trainee-assistant  was  created  and  a suitable  applicant  accepted 
for  training. 

.A^s  a result  of  the  year’s  work  there  was  a general  improve- 
ment in  most  of  the  pupils  attending  and  it  was  possible  to  recom- 
mend four  boys  and  four  girls  to  be  considered  for  employment’’. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

The  City  Council  delegated  its  duties  under  this  Act  as 
follows  : — 

(1)  To  the  Health  Committee. 

The  provision  of  residential  accommodation  as  required  for 
the  handicapped  and  others  in  need  of  care  and  attention  not 
otherwise  availalble  to  them ; the  provision  of  temjxjrary 
accommodation  for  persons  in  urgent  need  thereof  under 
circumstances  which  could  not  reasonably  have  been  fore- 
seen, and  in  such  other  circumstances  as  the  Council 
determine ; and  other  remaining  duties  imposed  by  this  section 
of  the  Act.  (Section  21). 

The  welfare  of  the  blind,  deaf,  dumb  and  handicapped  (Sections 
29  and  30). 

The  registration  of  disabled  persons  or  old  persons  homes 
(Section  37). 

The  compulsory  removal  to  suitable  premises  if  need  be  of 
persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  (Section  47). 

Provisions  for  the  temporary  protection  of  property  of  persons 
admitted  to  hospitals  (Section  48). 

The  provision  of  facilities  for  the  burial  or  cremation  of  the 
dead  when  no  suitable  arrangements  for  disposal  have  been 
or  are  being  made  (Section  50-). 

(2)  To  the  Pensioners  Committee. 

The  responsibility  for  providing  and  maintaining  residential 
accommodation  for  the  aged.  (Section  21). 

The  Welfare  Sub-Department  is  organised  to  carry  out  a 
variety  of  duties  for  the  Health  Committee  (some  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  and  others  under  the  National 
.Assistance  Act),  and  all  necessary  duties  for  the  Pensioners  Com- 
mittee under  Section  2i(i)a  of  the  National  Assistance  Act.  With 
the  general  development  which  continues  in  the  health  and  social 
services  there  is  a close  relationship  between  the  work  of  the 
health  visitors,  the  home  helps,  the  mental  health  service  and  the 
welfare  service,  and  an  active  liaison  assists  all  sections. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a separate  section  of  my  report 
could  be  prepared  specifically  for  the  Pensioners  Committee  deal- 
ing with  their  field  of  responsibility  {i.e.,  Old  Peoples  Homes),  and 
by  a slight  re-arrangement  of  the  contents  this  has  been  achieved 
without  any  duplication  of  effort  or  of  expense. 

The  Work  of  the  Pensioners  Committee  during  1954. 

Pensioners  Officer  : J.  H.  Ryner,  F.C.C.S.,  F.I.S.W. 

Senior  Assistant  : R.  N.  Nicol,  .A.I.S.W.,  D.P.A. 
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HOMES  FOR  OLD  PEOPLE 

{National  Assistance  Act,  Sec.  2i(i)(a)). 

There  are  now  seven  Homes  for  Old  People  as  follows  : — 


Name  and  Address. 

Type  oj 
Resident. 

No.  of  Residents, 
and  Classiffication. 

Total  Beds 
occupied 
at  31st 
December, 
1954. 

(0)  Aged 

(b)  Handi- 
capped 

Charterhouse, 

London  Eoad,  Coventry. 

Men 

19 

8 

27 

Hawthorn  Lodge, 

Jardine  Crescent, 
Coventry. 

Mixed 

Men  16 

Women  22 

38 

Men  NIL 
Women  2 

2 

40 

Moat  House, 

Wilson’s  Lane,  Exhall. 

Men 

25 

11 

36 

Newlands  House, 
Bennett’s  Road, 

Keresley. 

Mixed 

Men  14 

Women  9 

23 

Men  NIL 
Women  1 

1 

24 

St.  Paul’s, 

54/56,  St.  Paul’s  Road, 
Coventry. 

Women 

15 

2 

17 

Stone  House, 

65,  Birmingham  Road, 
Coventry. 

Women 

23 

13 

26 

Wood  way  Grange, 
Deedmore  Road, 
Walsgrave,  Coventry. 

Men 

17 

7 

24 

Note  i.  It  is  intended  to  make  special  provision  for  the  handicapped 
persons  shewn  herein,  as  soon  as  the  opportunity  arises. 


Note  it.  Adaptations  and  extensions  have  now  been  completed  at  the 
Moat  House  and  residents  will  be  restored  to  40  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

The  age  distribution  of  residents  of  the  Homes  at  the  31st 
December,  is  as  shown  hereunder  : — 


Age. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  60  years 

7 

8 

15 

60  to  64  years 

inclusive 

6 

4 

10 

65  to  69 

) y 

9 

4 

13 

70  to  74 

y y 

21 

23 

44 

75  to  79 

y y 

31 

13 

44 

80  to  84 

y y 

29 

12 

41 

85  to  8g 

y y 

12 

9 

21 

90  and  over  .. 

. 

3 

3 

6 

118 

76 

194 

62 


age  averages  in  the  various  Homes  are 

as  follows 

Charterhouse 

75-2 

years 

Hawthorn  Lodge 

78.4 

years 

Moat  House 

73-5 

years 

Newlands  House 

77-3 

years 

St.  Paul’s 

73-2 

years 

Stone  House 

70. 1 

years 

Woodway  Grange 

75-3 

years 

Average  age  of  men 

— 

75-5 

Average  age  of  women 

— ■ 

74.1 

Average  age  of  all  residents 

— ' 

74-9 

Admissions,  and  Discharges,  etc.  during  Year  ended  3i5t 

December,  1954. 

Admissions. 


Men. 

Women. 

From  own  homes  ... 

47 

28 

From  Hospital  : 

(a)  Residents  re-admitted 

2-3 

8 

{b)  New  cases  ... 

4 27 

I 9 

Holiday  cases 

3 

7 

77 

44 

Discharges,  etc. 

Men. 

Women. 

To  own  homes  ... 

8 

t ^ 

0 

To  hospital 

54 

29 

To  voluntary  home 

I 

— 

Holiday  cases 

2 

8 

To  employment  ... 

— 

I 

Died 

7 

7 

72  48 


At  the  31st  December,  1954,  certain  residents  for  whom  the 
Pensioners  Committee  have  financial  responsibilities  were  main- 
tained in  the  following-  areas  : — 

Local  Authorities.  Men.  Women.  Total. 


Birmingham  County  Borough  Council  ...  — i i 

Sunderland  County  Borough  Council  ...  i — i 

Warwickshire  County  Council  ...  ...  i — i 

213 


Accommodation  Provided  for  other  Local  Authorities. 
Derbyshire  County  Council  i man  (Moat  House) 


^3 

Charterhouse,  Moat  House,  St.  Paul’s  and  Stone  House  were 
all  functioning  as  Homes  for  Old  People  when  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  came  into  operation  on  the  sth  July,  1948. 
Newlands  House,  which  was  bought  from  the  National  Coal  Board 
under  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  1949,  was  the  first  Home 
to  be  acquired  under  the  Act.  It  was  originally  intended  that  men 
only  should  be  housed  at  this  establishment  but  owing  to  the 
number  of  cases  of  women  urgently  requiring  accommodation  it 
was  decided  to  make  the  Home'  a mixed  one.  There  are  eight 
single  bedrooms  at  this  establishment. 

VVoodway  Grange,  formerly  the  Walsgrave  Annexe,  which 
was  returned  to  the  Council  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  in 
September,  1951,  is  functioning  satisfactorily  as  a Home  for 
elderly  men. 

The  opening  of  Hawthorn  Lodge  in  fMarch,  1953,  was  an 
important  step  in  the  Council’s  scheme  for  the  provision  of 
residential  accommodation  for  the  old  people  of  Coventry.  This 
is  the  first  of  the  existing  seven  Homes  to  be  built  specially  for 
the  purpose,  and  it  provides  accommodation  for  42  residents  plus 
staff.  The  Home  has  ii  ground  floor  beds  and  both  sexes, 
including  married  couples,  can  be  accommodated.  It  has  many 
special  features  designed  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the 
residents,  and  has  proved  a very  valuable  addition  to  the  residential 
accommodation  provided. 

A review  of  the  waiting  list  for  admission  to  the  Homes  was 
made  during  the  year,  and  whilst  the  figure  awaiting  admission 
was  reduced  as  a result  of  deaths,  removals,  applications  being 
withdrawn,  etc.,  there  still  were  51  men  and  64  women  on  the 
list  at  the  31st  December,  1954.  Additionally,  there  are  69  cases 
(20  men  and  49  women)  in  which  application  for  admission  has 
been  made,  but  at  present  there  is  some  doubt  as  to  whether  these 
persons  desire  their  applications  to  stand.  As  and  when  circum- 
stances permit,  each  case  will  be  the  subject  of  individual 
investigation. 

Work  on  the  new  Home  in  the  Bell  Green  Neighbourhood 
Unit  to  house  42  residents  commenced  in  September  last.  The 
completion  of  this  Home  will  provide  23  ground  floor  beds,  which 
we  so  urgently  require  for  the  more  infirm  residents. 

The  continued  use  of  the  Charterhouse  and  St.  Paul’s  has 
given  cause  for  concern.  Both  of  these  establishments  were  taken 
over  as  wartime  emergencies  and  the  administrative  scheme 
provides  for  their  discontinuance  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 
In  regard  to  the  Charterhouse  there  are  only  four  ground  floor 
beds  (out  of  a total  of  30  beds),  and  for  the  more  infirm  type  of 
cases  that  are  of  necessity  being  admitted,  this  number  is  totally 
inadequate.  Apart  from  this,  the  building  is  very  old,  unsuitable 
and  costly  to  keep  in  a proper  state  of  repair.  St.  Paul’s  is  a 
property  on  requisition  which  has  no  ground  floor  beds  and  which 
has  steep  stairs  which  are  difficult  to  negotiate.  Generally,  it  is 
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unsuitable  for  use  as  a Home.  It  is  anticipated,  therefore,  that 
the  Pensioners  Committee’s  recommendations  to  the  Council  to 
allow  the  schemes  for  new  Homes  in  the  Willenhall  and  Stoke 
Aldermoor  Neighbourhood  Units,  each  for  42  residents,  to  go 
forward  in  the  1955/56  financial  year,  and  to  discontinue  the  qse 
of  Charterhouse  and  St.  Paul’s,  will  be  approved.  The  net  gain 
in  beds  would  be  39.  Moreover,  the  number  of  ground  floor  beds 
available  in  the  Homes  would  then  be  increased  by  42. 

A comparative  statement  as  to  the  number  of  ground  floor 
beds  which  will  be  available  when  the  three  new  Homes  are  built 
and  the  two  old  ones  closed  is  shown  hereunder  : — 


Provision  on  completion 
of  Bell  Green,  Willenhall 
and  Stoke  Aldermoor 


Establishment. 

Present  Provision. 

Projects. 

Total  No. 

Ground 

Floor 

Total  No. 

Ground 

Floor 

of  Beds. 

Beds. 

of  Beds. 

Beds. 

Charterhouse 

30 

4 

— 

— 

Hawthorn  Lodge  ... 

40 

1 1 

40 

1 1 

Moat  House 

40 

18 

40 

18 

Newlands  House  ... 

26 

12 

26 

12 

Stone  House 

28 

— 

28 

— 

St.  Paul’s  ... 

17 

— 

— 

— 

Woodway  Grange 

24 

6 

24 

6 

New  Project.^  at  : 

B’ell  Green  ... 

42 

23 

Willenhall 

— 

— 

42 

23 

Stoke  Aldermoor  ... 

— 

— 

42 

23 

205 

51 

284 

1 16 

The  extensions  and  adaptations  to  the  Moat  House  were 
completed  in  June  last.  The  new  bedrooms,  dining  room,  toilets, 
stores,  etc.  have  transformed  the  Home  into  one  of  the  Pensioners 
Committee’s  best  units.  Apart  from  providing  18  ground  floor 
beds,  it  has  been  possible  to  take  down  beds  in  the  main  building 
and  thus  eliminate  the  measure  of  overcrowding  which  of  necessity 
had  previously  existed.  Moreover,  the  furniture,  furnishings,  etc. 
throughout  the  Home  have  been  brought  up  to  standard. 

It  is  regrettable  that  the  establishment  of  a clay-pit  in  close 
proximity  to  the  Moat  House  has  been  necessary,  but  all  possible 
safeguards  in  relation  to  preserving  the  rural  features  of  the  land 
have  been  taken. 

Work  is  in  hand  for  the  provision  of  additional  fuel  storage 
accommodation,  a garage  and  drying  area  at  Hawthorn  Lodge, 
and  on  the  building  of  an  access  road  from  Woodway  Grange  to 
the  new  neighbourhood  unit  at  Bell  Green. 


65 


Thus,  the  improvements  which  the  Pensioners  Committee  had 
in  mind  for  the  Homes  which  they  intend  to  keep  have  been 
completed,  or  are  in  the  course  of  completion. 

During;  the  latter  part  of  the  year  there  was  a hig-h  incidence 
of  sickness  at  Newlands  House  and  St.  Paul’s,  and  in  December 
last  there  was  an  outbreak  of  influenza  at  Charterhouse,  which 
affected  the  majority  of  the  residents  and  some  of  the  staff.  Other- 
wise the  health  of  the  residents  has  been  fairly  good  considering 
their  ages,  infirmities  and  handicaps.  Apart  from  the  14  residents 
who  died  in  the  Homes,  32  residents  died  in  hospital  during  the 
year,  their  average  ages  being  77  years.  Fewer  residents  than  in 
previous  years  had  to  be  transferred  to  the  Central  Hospital,  near 
Warwick.  More  difficulty,  however,  has  been  experienced  during 
the  year  with  residents  manifesting  anti-social  tendencies,  and  the 
problem  of  how  best  to  deal  with  them  is  a real  one  to  which  no 
suitable  solution  has  yet  been  found.  Several  of  the  residents  have 
attended  the  orthopaedic  clinic  during  the  year,  with  a view  to 
improving  the  use  of  their  limbs,  and  some  perceptible  improve- 
ment has  resulted. 

The  acute  shortage  of  beds  in  this  area  for  the  chronic  sick 
continues.  Nevertheless  we  have  the  greatest  measure  of  co- 
operation from  the  hospital  authorities  in  relation  to  the  transfer 
of  patients.  The  shortage  of  beds  of  necessity  imposed  a heavy 
burden  on  the  staffs  of  the  Homes  in  relation  to  nursing  than  can 
properly  be  given  in  an  Old  People’s  Home. 

The  important  question  of  industrial  rehabilitation  for  suitable 
residents  has  been  kept  under  review,  and  suitable  employment 
was  found  by  the  department  for  one  resident  who  successfully 
completed  a rehabilitation  course.  Siiitable  accommodation  was 
found  for  her  and  she  is  self-supporting  after  a period  of  nine 
years’  inactivity.  Arrangements  were  made  for  a handicapped 
resident  to  attend  a rehabilitation  course  but  unfortunately  a 
deterioration  in  her  mental  health  made  it  necessary  to  withdraw 
her. 

.After  long  and  patient  effort  it  has  been  possible  to  stimulate 
again  interest  in  handicraft  work  at  Woodway  Grange.  Thus  all 
the  Homes  are  now  participating  in  occupational  therapy,  which 
as  I previously  stated  tends  to  arrest  or  delay  physical  decay  and 
mental  deterioration.  Articles  from  each  of  the  Homes,  including 
embroidery,  felt  and  raffia  work,  were  loaned  for  exhibition  at 
the  One  Day  Conference  for  Wardens  and  Matrons  held  in 
Birmingham  in  March,  1954,  under  the  auspices  of  the  West 
Midland  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee. 

The  residents  again  participated  in  a week’s  holiday  at 
Prestatyn  Holiday  Camp,  North  Wales,  and  benefited  from  their 
stay.  There  was  a changd  of  venue  for  the  annual  coach  outing 
when  the  residents  visited  Wicksteed  Park. 

There  has  been  adequate  entertainment  provided  at  each  of 
the  Homes  by  way  of  concerts,  film  shows,  etc.  Apart  from  this 
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entertainment,  the  residents  participated  in  many  other  social 
functions  at  the  invitation  of  churches,  volunary  organisations, 
working  men’si  ctlubs  and  private  'individuals,  for  which  the 
residents  are  appreciative. 

A large  number  of  gifts  and  some  generous  donations  were 
received,  for  which  our  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  the  donors. 

Religious  ministrations  are  arranged  at  the  Homes  and  Holy 
Communion  has  been  celebrated  as  required.  The  Pensioners 
Committee  approved  of  arrangements  whereby  the  Free  Church 
Federal  Council  will  nominate  for  each  Home  a Free  Church 
Minister  to  care  for  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  Free  Church 
residents.  These  arrangements  envisage  that  selected  members 
of  the  Churches  concerned  should  do  the  general  work  of  visitation 
of  the  Homes ; that  lay  men  or  lay  women  should  conduct  services 
in  those  Homes  where  this  is  customary ; and  in  addition  that  the 
Ministers  of  the  Churches  be  available  at  all  times  to  visit  and 
to  minister  to  any  resident  who  is  in  special  need  of  religious 
ministrations. 

Dr.  C.  Fordyce  Turner  relinquished  his  duties  as  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Stone  House  and  Newlands  House  in  February, 
1954,  consequent  upon  leaving  the  city  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr. 
E.  J.  Noble.  Owing  to  the  death  of  Dr.  A.  J.  Will,  Dr.  A.  Halliday 
Rhodes  was  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  the  Charterhouse  in 
March,  1954.  Miss  K.  Mitchell,  Matron,  Stone  House,  resigned 
her  appointment  and  Miss  O.  Hughes,  the  Senior  Assistant,  was 
appointed  to  succeed  her.  Apart  from  the  foregoing  there  has 
.been  no  change  in  the  composition  of  the  Senior  Staff  of  the 
Homes  and  generally  the  staffing  position  is  good. 

I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  the  staffs  of  the  Old  People’s  Homes,  Avhich  has  in  no 
small  measure  contributed  to  the  smooth  running  of  the  Homes. 


RETURN  OF  PERSONS  RESIDENT  IN  JANUARY,  1954,  IN  ACCOMMODATION  PROVIDED  UNDER  PART 

III  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

TABLE  “A”— RESIDENTIAL  ACCOMMODATION.  Section  21  (i)  (a). 
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OTHER  WELFARE  PROVISIONS 

(Health  Committee) 

(Section  21(l)(b)) 

Temporary  accommodation  provided  by  the  Health  Committee 
is  by  way  of  a converted  industrial  hostel  block,  viz.  Block  Z.3 
of  the  former  Baginton  Fields  Hostel,  and  two  converted  wards 
at  the  former  London  Road  Institution.  This  accommodation 
comprises  : — 

Baginton  Fields  Hostel  — 2 three-bedroom  units 

4 two-bedroom  units 

1 one-bedroom  unit 

London  Road  Establishment  — 4 two-bedroom  flatlets 

2 one-bedroom  flatlets 

There  is  still  acute  pressure  on  the  accommodation  provided 
and  during  one  part  of  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  refuse  some 
applications  and  refer  them  to  the  Children’s  Department,  to  secure 
the  well  being  of  the  children  involved.  Thus  the  necessity  of  the 
allocation  of  accommodation  on  a room  basis,  instead  of  on  a unit 
basis  as  originally  .contemplated,  has  continued.  The  number  of 
cases  housed  on  the  31st  December,  1954,  are  set  out  hereunder. 


Establishment 

Cases  in’ which 
Council  had  a 
statutory  duty 
to  provide  tem- 
porary accom- 
modation 

Cases  in  which 
Council  had  a 
permissive 
power  to  provide 
temporary 
accommodation 

Totals 

w. 

Ch. 

Fame. 

M.  W. 

Ch.  Fams 

M.  W. 

Ch.  Fams. 

Block  Z3,  Baginton 
Fields  Hostel 

12 

23 

12 

— 7 

14  7 

— 19 

37 

19 

Flats,  11  London 
Road 

4 

11 

4 

— 2 

2 2 

— 6 

13 

6 

Totals 

16 

34 

16 

— 9 

16  9 

— 25 

50 

25 

The  foregoing  statistics  indicate  that  the  serious  degree  of 
overcrowding  in  Block  Z.3,  Baginton  Fields  Hostel  to  which 
reference  was  made  in  my  last  report,  still  persists. 

The  following  summary  will  help  to  show  the  extent  of  the 
problem  of  dealing  with  temporary  accommodation  cases  : — 
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Summary  of  oases  dealt  with  since  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 


came  Into  operation  on  the  5th  July,  1948. 


Period 

Cases  in  which 
Council  had  a 
statutory  duty 
to  provide  tem- 
porary accom- 
modation 

Cases  in  which 
Council  had  a 
permissive 
power  to  provide 
temporary 
accommodation 

Total 

4th  July,  1948, 
Slst  Deo.,  1948 

to 

M. 

w. 

Ch.  Fame. 

M.  W. 

Ch.  Fame. 

M. 

W. 

Oh.  Fame. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 10 

21 

10 

4 

11 

22 

11 

1st  Jan.,  1949, 
Slst  Deo.,  1949 

to 

9 

26 

33 

26 

21  66 

87 

56 

30 

82 

120 

82 

1st  Jan.,  1960, 
Slst  Deo.,  1960 

to 

5 

17 

27 

17 

1 32 

46 

32 

6 

49 

73 

49 

Ist  Jan.,  1961, 
Slst  Deo.,  1961 

to 

— 

31 

56 

31 

— 17 

32 

17 

— 

48 

68 

48 

1st  Jan.,  1962, 
Slst  Dec..  1962 

to 

— 

62 

96 

52 

— 12 

28 

12 

— 

64 

123 

64 

1st  Jan.,  1963, 
Slst  Deo.,  1963 

to 

— 

38 

72 

38 

— 16 

31 

16 



54 

103 

64 

1st  Jan.,  1964, 
Slst  Dec.,  1954 

to 

39 

75 

39 

— 17 

37 

17 

56 

112 

56 

Totals 

15 

204 

369 

204 

25  160 

282  160 

40 

364 

641 

364 

NOTE  I.  Of  the  cases  shown  36  families  were  accom- 
modated for  one  night  only  to  obviate  hardship 
to  children  or  exipectant  mothers. 

NOTE  2.  The  figures  submitted  do  not  include  47  children 
born  after  the  admission  of  their  mothers  to  Part 
111  Accommodation. 


NOTE  3.  Of  the  total  number  of  families  accommodated  the 
Housing  Committee  has  rehoused  the  following  : 

1949 —  18  families  1952 — '61  families 

1950 —  50  families  i953 — 36  families 

1951 —  15  families  1954 — 43  families 

NOTE  4.  In  1954  14  families  were  able  to  find  accommoda- 
tion for  themselves* 

The  tentative  proposal  to  transfer  Block  Z.3  to  the  Education 
Committee  and  to  provide  accommodation  in  substitution  at  the 
Sherbourne  Industrial  Hostel  did  not  materialise  and  the  question 
of  providing  accommodation  at  the  Wyken  Industrial  Hostel  is 
now  under  consideration.  If  this  additional  accommodation  became 
available  it  might  well  afford  the  opportunity  to  provide  units  more 
suitable  to  the  needs  of  temporary  accommodation  cases. 

The  danger  of  contagious  and  infectious  diseases  spreading 
rapidly  under  such  conditions  is  very  real  and  while  good  fortune 
has  so  far  been  with’  us,  insofar  as  serious  inter-current  illness 
and  fMDst  infective  complications  are  concerned,  the  position 
at  Block  Z.3  is  not  without  its  anxieties  : we  continue  to  look 
for  more  adequate  accommodation. 


RETURN  OF  PERSONS  RESIDENT  IN  JANUARY,  1954,  IN  ACCXUVIMODATION  PROVIDED  UNDER 
PART  III  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

FABLE  “B”— TEMPORARY  ACCOMMODATION.  Section  2i(i)(b). 
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No.  of  persons 
(not  included  in 
cols.  2 to  6) 
accommodated 
by  other  local 
authorities  for 

whose  mainten- 

ance the 
Council  are 

responsible 

(8) 

No.  of  persons 
included  in 
col.  2 to  6 
for  whose 
maintenance 
other  local 
authorities 
are  responsible 

(7) 

PERSONS  RESIDING  IN 

I 

Total 
(cols.  2-5) 

(6) 

W 

16 

11 

0 

G% 

30 

20 

0 

0 

CO 

Accommoda- 
tion provided 
on  bebalf  of 
the  Council 
by  voluntary 
organisations 

(5) 

Other 
premises 
managed  by 
the 

Council 

(^) 

{>  iH  rH 

to 

30 

20 

0 

10 

<0 

t- 

kH 

Former  Workhouses 

Vested  in  the 
Minister  as 
hospitals 
(3) 

Owned  by 
the  Council 

(2) 

a 

rO  ••  . 

0)  iO  * 

•3'^ 


0-5 

09  > 


U 

a>  - 


a 

e8 

•*» 

2*  ® • 

g8 

0 

a > • 

0 0 

0 

CQ 

U 

0) 

I “'S 

a .2 

_ 0 0 

CQ 

U 

c 

<5 

ed 

0 

d CQ  ... 

® 

0 

0 

H 

Q 

S' 

S' 

525 

■< 

« 

d3 
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REGISTRATION  OF  OLD  PERSONS’  AND  DISABLED 

PERSONS’  HOMES 

(Sections  37  to  40) 


Homes  first  reg- 
istered during 
1954 

Registrations  re- 
fused or  cancelled 
during  1954 

Homes  on  the 
register  on  1st 
January,  1955 

Number 

of 

Homes 

Beds 

Number 

of 

Homes 

Beds 

Number 

of 

Homes 

Beds 

Homes  for  Old 
Persons 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

9 

Homes  for 
Disabled  Persons 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

30 

Homes  for  Old 
Persons  and 
Disabled  Persons 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

39 

Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  needing  Care  and 

Attention. 

(Section  47) 

During"  1954  it  was  necessary,  in  one  case,  to  invoke  Section 
47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  as  amended  by  Section 
I of  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951,  to  secure  the 
removal  of  a sick  aged  man  to  hospital.  This  man  was  in  urgent 
need  of  hospital  treatment  and  of  care  and  attention  which  was 
not  available  at  home.  He  was  living  with  his  wife  who  herself 
being  in  need  of  hospital  treatment,  was  willing  to  be  admitted. 
The  man,  however,  flatly  refused  to  consider  admission,  despite 
endeavours  made  by  his  wife,  other  members  of  the  family,  his 
own  doctor,  members  of  my  staff  and  myself. 

After  considerable  efforts  had  been  made,  including  the  use  of 
such  available  services  as  were  appropriate  to  keep  the  old  couple 
at  home,  it  was  found  essential  in  view  of  the  man’s  rapidly 
deteriorating  condition  to  invoke  Section  47  for  his  compulsory 
removal. 

Since  admission  to  hospital  the  patient  has  been  very  ill,  but 
has  been  willing  to  remain  without  an  order  to  extend  the  period 
of  his  stay. 

There  were  one  or  two  other  cases  of  persons  requiring  care 
and  attention  who  in  the  first  instance  refused  to  avail  themselves 
of  such  facilities  as  the  department  was  able  to  provide  or  make 
available,  but  eventually  they  were  prevailed  upon  to  enter  suitable 
premises,  without  the  necessity  of  invoking  compulsory  powers. 
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Protection  of  Property. 

(Section  48) 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  storage  of  movable  property 
belonging  to  those  persons  moved  to  hospitals  or  to  residential 
accommodation  where  no  other  suitable  arrangements  could  be 
made. 

WELFARE  SERVICES : HANDICAPPED  PERSONS  (OTHER 

THAN  THE  BLIND) 

(Sections  29  and  30) 

Considerable  headway  has  been  made  during  the  year  in 
dealing  with  the  Welfare  of  Handicapped  Persons  (Other  than 
the  Blind). 

A Welfare  Officer  was  appointed  and  commenced  duty  on  ist 
June,  1953.  His  first  task  was  to  commence  a survey  and  there- 
after a Register  of  Handicapped  Persons  was  compiled.  Moreover 
no  opportunity  has  been  lost  in  dealing  immediately  with  the 
needs  of  those  handicapped  which  the  survey  disclosed. 

General  Classes. 

During  the  year  a further  90  persons  registered  with  the 
department  as  handicapped  persons  in  accordance  with  Sections  29 
and  30,  National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Also  during  the  year  6 
names  were  removed  from  the  register  due  to  3 deaths  and  1 
removal  of  residence,  leaving  the  total  number  registered  at  31st 
December,  1954,  at  133. 


The  Summary  of  the  prescribed  register  of  handicapped  persons 
(general  classes)  as  at  31st  December,  1954. 


Medical  Research  Council  Code. 

t Suitability  as  to  employment 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
32/51. 

A/E 

F 

G 

H/L 

Q/T 

V 

U/W 

X 

Y 

Z 

1 

6 

1 

5 

17 

3 

A 

33 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

B 

11 

1 

1 

1 

2 

• 

C 

5 

6 

21 

3 

2 

8 

61 

1 

2 

2 

D 

106 

E 

8 

23 

12 

4 

14 

86 

1 

2 

5 

Total 

156 

*A/E  Amputation. 

F Arthritis  and  rheumatism. 

G Congenital  malformations  and  deformities. 

H/L  Diseases  of  the  digestive  and  genito-urinary  systems;  heart  or 
circulatory  system;  respiratory  system  (other  than  tuberculosis) 
and  skin. 

Q/T  Injuries  of  the  hesul,  face,  neck,  thorax,  abdomen,  pelvis  or  trunk. 
Injuries  or  diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  of  the  upper /lower 
limbs  and  spine. 

V Organic  nervous  diseases. 

U/W  Neurosis. 

X Tuberculosis  (respiratory). 

T Tuberculosis  (non-respiratory). 

Z Diseases  and  injuries  not  specified  above. 

fA  Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  though  possibly 

needing  training  are  capable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial 
conditions. 

B Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  are  mobile  and 
capable  of  work  in  sheltered  workshops. 

C Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  are  capable  of 
work  at  home. 

D Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  not  available  for  work. 

E Handicapped  persons  who  are  children  under  the  age  of  16  years. 

As  the  register  of  handicapped  is  compiled  the  particular  needs 

of  individuals,  in  relation  to  amenities,  have  been  ascertained,  and 

details  thereof  to  date  are  indicated  hereunder. 

No.  of 


Particular  Interest.  Persons. 

Handicrafts  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  33 

Desirous  of  friendly  visitation  ...  ...  ••• 

Needs  wireless  receiver  ...  •••  •••  •••  * 

Would  welcome  mobile  library  ...  ...  21 

Would  welcome  cinematograph  shows  at  home  ...  9 
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Desires  financial  assistance  to  take — 


(a)  Holidays  14 

(b)  Outings  20 

Desires  assistance  to  travel  to — • 

(a)  Church  i 

(b)  Theatre  15 


34 


16 


Wherever  possible  an  endeavour  h.as,  or  is  being  made  to 
meet  these  needs. 


It  is  estimated  that  some  800  visits  to  homes  of  handicapped 
persons  have  been  made  during  the  year  and  additionally,  many 
of  the  city’s  disabled  have  made  personal  calls  at  the  Sub- Depart- 
ment’s office  in  St.  Patrick’s  Road. 

Assistance  to  handicapped  persons  has  been  afforded  in  the 
following  : — 

Employment;  training;  rehabilitation;  education;  housing; 
residential  accommodation;  provision  of  gift  clothing;  out- 
ings ; holidays ; personal  and  legal  advice ; transport ; 
adaptations  to  homes ; ensuring  that  handicapped  persons  are 
aware  of  and  avail  themselves  of  medical  and  remedial  treat- 
ment available  and  handicrafts. 


In  the  case  of  the  latter  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  a large 
proportion  of  the  expenditure  involved  in  the  purchasing  of 
materials  has  been  recovered  fromi  the  sale  of  the  finished  goods. 

Cases  have  been  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  Ministry 
of  Pensions  and  National  Assistance  Board  for  special  or  specific 
needs.  The  assistance  of  voluntary  organisations  has  been  sought 
where  necessary  with  most  gratifying  results.  There  can  be  no 
doubts  that  the  city’s  disabled  are  most  appreciative  of  this  service 
and  feel  that  the  scheme  fulfills  a long  felt  need. 


Cerebral  Palsy  and  Epilepsy. 

Active  steps  have  been  taken  to  classify  all  known  cerebral 
palsy  sufferers  in  the  city  and  a special  survey  for  this  purpose 
was  conducted.  The  results  of  the  survey  are  shown  in  the  summary 
hereunder. 
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Age  Group 

Special  School 
Baginton  Fields 

Normal  School 

No  School 

Residential  School 

Dom.  Sup.  by  Mental 
Health  Section 

Burns  Road  Occupat- 

ion Centre 

Open  Employment 

Sheltered  Employment 

Unemployed 

St.  Margaret's 

Hospital 

Chelmsley  Hospital 

Epileptic  Colony 

Training 

Royal  Midland 

Counties  Home 

Total 

0-5 

... 

3 

• •• 

... 

... 

. . 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

4 

5-7 

2 

1 

3 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

e 

7-11 

18 

3 

2 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

25 

11-15 

5 

•4 

3 

2 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

17 

15-18 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

2 

... 

1 

• •• 

7 

18-21 

... 

.. 

... 

1 

2 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

6 

21-23 

... 

... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

7 

31-34 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

3 

41-45 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

51-61 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Not 

Known 

• • • 

• •• 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

♦ . • 

... 

1 

... 

• •• 

... 

1 

Total 

26 

9 

8 

3 

7 

4 

7 

1 

6 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

80 

*0f  these  four  cases,  two  attend  secondary  modern  schools,  one  attends 
a secondary  selective  school  and  one  attends  a private  school. 


It  is  of  interest  to  know  that  every  case  investigated  by  the. 
Department  showed  that  at  some  time  all  had  been  medically 
assessed  and  that  wherever  possible,  action  has  been  and  is  being 
taken  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  special  group. 

There  are  still  no  really  reliable  figures  as  to  the  actual 
incidence  of  epilepsy  within  the  city.  The  cases  known  to  the 
Department  are  shown  in  the  table  hereunder. 


Accommodated 

Male 

Female 

Totals 

Epileptic  Colony 

7 

2 

9 

Other  Residential 
Accommodation  ... 

2 

2 

At  Home 

2 

5 

7 

Totals 

11 

7 

18 
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With  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  26/53 — ^Special  Welfare 
needs  of  Epileptics  and  Spastics — page  5,  paragraph  7,  in  mind, 
it  is  possible  that  there  may  be  some  40  to  50  persons  resident 
within  the  city  suffering  from  epilepsy  and  whom  the  Authority’s 
scheme  may  be  able  to  assist  if  all  were  to  come  to  notice. 

General. 

There  has  been  the  utmost  co-operation  with  statutory  and 
voluntary  bodies  and  this  has  proved  extremely  helpful  and  satis- 
factory and  it  is  fair  to  say  that  some  considerable  progress  has 
been  made  in  catering  for  the  needs  of  the  city’s  handicapped. 

The  scope  of  welfare  work  in  the  city  is  increasing  and  I 
feel  sure  that  the  Health  Committee  will  be  pleased  to  support  the 
appointment  of  an  assistant  Welfare  Officer  for  the  Handicapped 
when  the  1955  draft  estimates  are  under  consideration. 

The  local  authority’s  approved  scheme  under  Sections  29  and 
30  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  makes  provision  for  a 
Residential  Home  for  the  Handicapped  and  the  Health  Committee 
have  this  factor  constantly  in  mind  in  their  yearly  consideration 
of  departmental  capital  building  projects. 

Deaf  and  Dumb. 

In  relation  to  the  deaf  and  dumb,  it  was  decided  that  the 
Council  should  collaborate  in  the  provision  of  welfare  services  with 
the  Warwickshire  County  Council  and  that  such  services  should 
be  provided  through  the  agency  of  the  Warwickshire  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Society.  Negotiations  in  regard  to  this  took  place  during 
the  year  and  a mutually  acceptable  scheme,  involving  financial 
assistance  from  the  Warwickshire  County  Council  and  Coventry 
City  Council,  was  approved.  Representatives  nominated  by  the 
Coventry  City  Council  to  the  joint  controlling  committee  included 
three  Health  Committee  members  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  Certain  administrative  arrangements  are  being  dealt  with 
by  the  respective  local  authorities. 

MISCELLANEOUS  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Apart  from  the  statutory  duties  imposed  upon  the  Council  in 
relation  to  handicapped  persons,  assistance  and  advice  have  been 
given  in  social  problems,  particularly  where  aged,  infirm  and  sick 
have  been  concerned,  and  the  staff  have  generally  interested  them- 
selves in  the  welfare  of  the  aged- 

Hospital  admissions  have  been  arranged,  claims  for  pensions, 
supplementary  pensions,  etc.,  have  been  prepared  for  those  unable 
themselves  to  complete  the  necessary  forms  ;_^action  has  been  taken 
to  safeguard  property  of  persons  admitted  to  hospital ; furniture 
has  been  transported  for  Part  HI  National  Assistance  Act  accom- 
modation cases  as  well  as  for  hospital  cases.  Several  applications 
have  been  made  to  the  Court  of  Protection  for  the  appointment 
of  a Receiver  to  manage  the  affairs  of  patients  unable  to  do  so  for 
themselves. 
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Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  National  Assistance 
Board  to  afford  assistance  to  necessitous  cases  whose  straitened 
circumstances  have  been  brought  to  light  by  the  department  and 
employment  has  been  found  for  a number  of  persons. 

The  following  figures  relating  to  cases  referred  to  the  depart- 
ment by  letter  or  telephone,  as  distinct  from  personal  applications 
and  applications  for  temporary  accommodation,  visited  and 
investigated  during  the  period  ist  January,  1954,  to  31st  December, 
1954,  will  give  some  indication  as  to  the  nature  of  the  work 
undertaken  : — 


Subject 

of 

Visits 

Admis- 
sions to 
Homes 

Admis 
sions  to 
Hospital 

Mobile 

Meals 

General 

Welfare 

Others 

Total 

Visits 

Oases 

Number 
of  Visits 
made 

173 

51 

132 

249 

22 

627 

422 

I am  greatly  indebted  to  my  senior  staff  in  the  general  welfare 
section  of  the  department  for  their  enthusiasm  in  connection  with 
the  care  of  aged  persons  and  handicapped  persons  (other  than  the 
blind)  and  for  much  helpful  information  contained  in  the  foregoing 
pages. 

WELFARE  SERVICES:  BLIND  PERSONS 

Section  29 

The  care  and  welfare  of  blind  persons  comes  within  the  scope 
of  Section  29  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  and  of  the  Council’s 
approved  scheme.  The  staff  designated  for  this  work  in  the  Health 
Department  include  two  home  teachers  for  the  blind. 

The  teachers  continue  to  be  occupied  in  training  those  blind 
persons  who  can  benefit  from  their  teaching,  which  includes  Braille, 
Moon,  and  also  simple  handicrafts.  They  also  give  all  possible 
assistance  in  the  welfare  of  the  blind  and  their  advice  and  guidance 
is  much  in  demand. 

Our  blind  friends  still  have  their  weekly  meeting  at  the 
Welfare  Centre,  Gulson  Road,  and  they  much  look  forward  to  this 
regular  gathering.  The  ladies  are  occupied  in  handicrafts  and 
discussions,  and,  indeed,  upon  household  problems,  which  they 
meet  from  week  to  week ; while  the  men  enjoy  light  recreation 
such  as  domino  matches.  The  Annual  Outing,  towards  which  all 
had  contributed,  took  place  to  Weston-super-Mare  and  a half-dav 
tour  to  Chipping  Camden  was  also  arranged  in  September.  Both 
occasions  gave  much  pleasure  to  the  blind  perons  concerned. 

During  the  year  a motor  coach  outing  to  Stourport  was 
arranged  by  the  Health  Committee  for  all  blind  persons  in  the 
city.  The  parties  had  a most  enjoyable  tea  at  Lickhill  Manor, 
followed  by  a river  trip.  Blind  persons  were  accompanied  by  their 
guides  and  a total  of  420  took  advantage  of  the  much  appreciated 
outing. 
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A Christmas  Party,  also  arrang-ed  by  the  Health  Committee, 
was  held  at  the  Civic  Restaurant,  and  350  blind  and  their  guides 
attended.  The  entertainment  was  organised  by  Mr.  Michael 
Donald  and  members  of  the  Coventry  Orpheus  Choir  : their  services 
were  greatly  appreciated  by  all. 

Financial  assistance  continues  to  be  rendered  to  those  blind 
persons  in  need  of  it  through  the  National  Assistance  Board;  this 
has  been  the  arrangement  since  the  5th  July,  1948. 

The  register  of  blind  persons  as  at  December,  1954,  gives  the 
following  details  of  all  blind  persons  registered  in  the  city  : — 

Age  Groupings  of  Registered  Blind  Persons 


AGE  PERIOD 

M 

F 

Total 

0—1 

1 

0 

1 

1—5 

2 

3 

5 

5—16 

4 

6 

10 

16—21 

2 

4 

6 

21—40 

25 

11 

36 

40-50 

20 

17 

37 

50—65 

48 

34 

82 

65—70 

28 

31 

59 

70  & over 

114 

184 

298 

Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total  | 

244 

290 

534 

Incidence  of  Blindness 
Ages  at  which  Blindness  ocouFPed. 


AGE  PERIOD 

M. 

F. 

Total 

0—1 

21 

16 

37 

1—5 

1 

4 

5 

5—10 

5 

4 

9 

10—20 

9 

7 

16 

20—30 

18 

10 

28 

30—40 

8 

7 

15 

40—50 

26 

18 

44 

50—60 

28 

30 

58 

60-70 

44 

62 

106 

70  & over 

83 

131 

214 

Unknown 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

244 

290 

534 
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There  are  14  blind  home  workers  eng'ag'ed  in  the  city  under 
the  scheme  organised  by  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  These  are  employed  in  various  trades  and  all  receive 
a standard  augmentation  of  wages  on  an  agreed  scale. 

The  Partially  Sighted. 

The  register  of  partially  sighted  in  the  city  at  December  31st, 
1954,  shows  the  following  details  : — 


I.  Partially  Sighted  in  Age  Groupi. 


Age  Groups 

0-1 

2-4 

5-16 

16-20 

21-49 

60-64 

664- 

Total 

Males  . . 

0 

0 

19 

3 

6 

1 

12 

40 

Females 

0 

0 

13 

1 

3 

3 

12 

32 

II.  Partially  Sighted  in  Ages  at  which  Handicap  Occurred. 


Age  Groups 

0-1 

2-4 

5-15 

16-20 

21-49 

50-64 

654- 

Total 

Males  . . 

24 

0 

0 

1 

3 

2 

10 

40 

Females 

13 

2 

2 

0 

3 

3 

9 

32 

During  the  year  102  persons  have  been  notified,  91  as  blind 
and  1 1 as  partially  sighted  and  an  enquiry  into  the  causes  of  the 
disability  is  summarised  in  the  following  table. 


Enquiry  into  causation  of  Blindness  or  Partial  Blindness. 


(i)  No.  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect 
of  which  para.  7 (c)  of  Form 
B.D.8  recommends : 

(а)  No  treatment 

(б)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgical  or  optical)  ... 

Cause 

of  Disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Eetrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

Totals 

37 

21 

16 

13 

8 

5 

1 

0 

1 

51 

29 

22 

102 

58 

44 

(ii)  No.  of  cases  at  (i)  (6)  above 

which  on  follow  up  action 

have  received  treatment  ... 

6 

6 

1 

22 

34 
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B.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during-  the  year  ...  i 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which  : 

(a)  Vision  was  affected  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

No  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  referred  for  inclusion 
on  the  registers  either  as  blind  or  partially  sighted. 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  blind  home  teachers  in  their  day  to  day 
work  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  blind  citizens,  and  I am  much 
impressed  by  the  care  and  attention  which  they  bring  to  their  work. 


REGISTRATION  OF  DISABLED  AND  OLD  PERSONS’ 

HOMES 

Section  37 

There  are  on  the  register  three  homes — one  for  the  elderly  and 
the  other  two  for  disabled  (blind)  men  and  women.  All  three 
premises  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

Officially  provided  Homes  for  children  or  for  the  elderly  are 
exempt  from  registration. 


BURIALS 

Section  50 

During  the  year  the  Health  Department  accepted  responsibility 
for  the  burial  of  the  bodies  of  26  persons  who  died  or  were  found 
dead  and  in  regard  to  whom  no  other  suitable  arrangements  had 
been  made. 

HOSPITALS 

The  hospitals  and  annexes  in  the  city  under  the  control  of  the 
Hospital  Management  Committee  (Group  20)  of  the  Birmingham 
Regional  Hospital  Board  remain  as  follows  : — 

The  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital 

Gulson  Hospital 

Coventry  Isolation  Hospital 

Paybody  Orthopaedic  Home 

Allesley  Hall  Annexe 

The  Board  issues  its  own  printed  report. 

FOOD  CLEANLINESS 

The  medical  staff  and  sanitary  inspectorate  are  closely 
associated  in  their  efforts  to  improve  the  hygienic  conditions  allied 
to  the  preparation,  handling  and  consumption  of  food  stuffs  within 
the  city  area  on  every  possible  occasion.  Such  measures  are  of 
course  needed  to  keep  the  incidence  of  food  poisoning  down  to  the 
minimum  extent. 

Food  Poisoning  N otifications  to  Registrar  General. 

jst  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter,  yrd  Quarter,  ^th  Quarter.  Total. 

32  72  29  30  163 
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Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents. 

Total  outbreaks — 4.  Total  cases — '5  notified  (9  ascertained). 
Outbreaks  due  to  : — 

(a)  Chemical  poisons  ...  • ...  2 

(b)  Salmonella  organisms  ...  2 

(Salmonella  typhimurium  outbreaks — i) 
(Salmonella  bredeny — ^outbreaks—  i ) 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  toxin) — 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum  ...  ...  — 

(e)  Other  bacteria  2 (Shigella  sonnei  2) 

Outbreaks  with  imdiscovered  cause. 

Total  outbreaks — 39.  Total  cases — notified  (116  ascertained) 
Single  Cases. 

Agent  identified — 6.  Due  to  Salmonella  typhimurium — 6. 

Salmonella  senftenberg — i. 
Salmonella  cubana — i. 

Salmonella  bredeny — i. 

Shigella  sonnei — ^i. 

Unknown  cause — 39. 

TOTAL— 163. 


The  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  during  1954  was  163,  which  shows  a rise  when 
compared  with  the  128  cases  recorded  during  1953.  This  increase 
was  entirely  due  to  the  only  t\yo  outbreaks  of  any  size  that 
occurred  during  the  year.  The  first  of  these  was  the  result  of  a 
canteen  meal,  when  24  members  of  the  olTice  staff  of  a large  firm 
were  involved.  An  investigation  ofthefoodsconsumedby the  people 
affected  by  symptoms  compared withthoseunaffectedsuggested that 
pork  or  gravy,  in  all  probability  the  latter,  conveyed  the  infection. 
Bacteriological  investigation  failed  to  reveal  the  presence  of  any 
of  the  usual  “food  poisoning’’  bacteria.  It  was,  however,  possible 
to  suggest  certain  improvements  in  the  equipment,  structure  and 
methods  of  food  handling,  which  should  go  far  to  obviate  any 
recurrence  of  the  trouble  in  this  canteen.  The  other  outbreak 
occurred  shortly  afterwards  and  involved  several  families  living 
in  a block  of  flats ; this  outbreak  was  thoroughly  investigated,  but 
it  was  not  possible  to  implicate  any  particular  item  of  food  as  the 
cause  of  the  illness,  and  all  other  factors,  including  the  water 
supply,  were  suitably  checked.  This  outbreak  may  have  been  of 
viral  origin  of  the  type  sometimes  described  as  epidemic  nausea 
rather  than  a true  outbreak  of  food  poisoning,  but  this  must 
remain  a matter  for  conjecture. 

•Almost  all  the  outbreaks  classified  under  headings  ‘Outbreaks 
due  to  Identified  Agents’  and  ‘Outbreaks  with  undiscovered  cause’ 
above  were,  in  fact,  family  infections  in  which  two  or  more 
members  of  the  same  family  were  affected  by  symptoms  of 

F 


8o 


diarrhoea  and/or  vomitings  after  consuming  a particular  food 
substance.  In  the  great  majority  of  these  infections,  which  have 
to  be  classified  as  “outbreaks”,  only  two  people  were  affected.  All 
notifications  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  fully  investigated 
during  the  year,  but  in  a disappointingly  large  proportion  of  cases 
no  pathogenic  bacteria  were  isolated.  The  reasons  for  these 
negative  results  were  discussed  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1953  and 
there  is  little  more  to  be  added  this  year — except  that  it  is  felt  that 
an  increasing  proportion  of  these  cases  may  be  due  to  virus 
infection.  If  people  complaining  of  these  symptoms  made  a 
practice  of  calling  in  their  doctors  immediately  when  two  or  more 
members  of  their  family  were  taken  ill  in  this  way  it  is  reasonable 
to  expect  that  a higher  percentage  of  positive  results  would  be 
obtained. 

However,  even  without  positive  findings,  the  need  for  such 
investigation  is  obvious,  if  only  to  exclude  the  presence  of  more 
serious  disease  such  as  typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  and  other 
infectious  complaints  such  as  bacillary  dysentery. 

Bacillary  Dysentery.  During  the  year,  in  addition  to  isolated 
cases  and  minor  family  infections,  there  were  two  outbreaks  of 
bacillary  dysentery  due  to  shigella  sonn-ei.  These  outbreaks 
occurred  in  the  second  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year  and  had 
their  effect  on  the  annual  total. 

The  figures  for  1953  are  given  for  comparative  purposes  and 
it  may  be  recalled  that  the  highest  number  of  dysentery  notifica- 
tions was  received  in  1951,  when  133  cases  were  confirmed. 


Years. 

1st 

Quarter. 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quarter. 

TOTAL. 

1953 

10 

■23 

4 

15 

52 

1954 

4 

26 

5 

32 

67 

As  mentioned  last  year,  the  increased  prevalence  of  dysentery 
throughout  the  country  during  the  last  few  years  is  disturbing, 
but  it  is  not  clear  how  much  of  this  increase  is  real  and  how  much 
is  due  to  more  detailed  investigation  of  suspected  cases  of  food 
poisoning.  The  outbreak  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1954  occurred 
in  a day  nursery,  where  it  is  probable  that  it  was  introduced  by  a 
carrier.  When  such  an  infection  is  introduced  into  a community 
of  very  young  children  it  invariably  proves  to  be  exceedingly 
infectious  and  troublesome  to  eradicate.  In  this  instance  27 
children  and  2 members  of  the  staff  were  found  to  be  infected,  but 
not  all  of  them  had,  in  fact,  symptoms  of  the  disease.  It  became 
necessary  to  close  the  nursery  for  a short  period,  before  Christmas 
so  that  the  infection  could  be  eliminated. 
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PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY 


1 am  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer  and  Manager  for  the 
following  information  as  to  the  City’s  water  supply  : — 


Houses  with  water  supply  laid  on  ... 

Houses  supplied  by  standpipe  or  similar  means  ... 
Population  supplied  direct 

Population  obtaining  mains  supply  by  starid-pipe 


77,821 

1.193 

269,639 


or  other  means  (not  direct) 


4,176 

273,815 


Total  population  supplied 


The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality 
for  all  essential  purposes. 

The  appendix  given  below  contains  information  as  to  the 
frequency  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  water 
from  the  various  sources  of  supply. 

The  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

No  special  action  has  been  necessary  to  meet  any  contamina- 
tion of  underground  sources  of  supply.  Chlorinating  equipment 
is  installed  at  all  Pumping  Stations  for  emergency  use. 
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CHEMICAL 


Baoteriologioal 

Examinations 


Chemical 

Examinations 


AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSES 


Samples  from 

Frequency  of 
Examination 

Laboratory 

All  underground 
supplies 

Twice  weekly 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

Fortnightly 

Coventry  Public 
Health 
Laboratory 

Strensham 

Treated  water 
Daily 

All  stages  weekly 
including  inlet 
and  outlet— 
Bredon  Reservoir 
Delivery  at 
Meriden 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

Distribution 

System 

6 samples 
each  week 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

All  underground 
supplies 

Fortnightly 

Coventry 
Corporation 
Laboratory 
and  Under- 
takings Own 
Laboratory 

Full  chemical 
and  mineral 
periodically 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

Strensham 

Daily 

Treated  water  all 
stages  — partial 
chemical  analysis 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

Weekly 

Full  analysis 
sampled  at 
Meriden 

Undertaking’s 

own 

Laboratory 

Partial  chemical 
Fortnightly 
sampled  at 
Meriden 

As  for  Under- 
ground supplies 
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COVENTRY  CREMATORIUM 

The  Canley  Crematorium,  which  is  owned  and  operated  by 
the  Parks  and  Cemeteries  Department  of  the  Corporation, 
continued  efficiently  to  fulfill  its  role  in  the  hygienic  disposal  of  the 
dead.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  iMedical  Referee  also  has 
the  support  of  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  one  of 
his  senior  Medical  Officers  as  Deputy  Medical  Referees. 

The  figures  for  1954,  which  show  an  increase  over  preceding 
years,  were  as  follows  : — 


1954 

1953 

1952 

Total  cremations  ... 

L394 

1,250 

1,105 

Coventry  residents 

678 

702 

658 

Residents  of  other  areas  ... 

716 

548 

447 

It  is  of  the  greatest  significance  to  note  that  for  19.1^4  the 
number  of  cremations  taking  place  at  the  Coventry  Crematorium 
outnumbered,  for  the  first  annual  occasion,  the  number  of  burials 
occurring  in  the  city. 


STAFF  CHANGES 

Dr.  Alexandra  C.  Watson,  one  of  our  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Medical  Officers,  resigned  on  30.4.54  to  take  up  a more 
senior  position  with  the  Leicester  City  Council.  Dr.  Christine  J. 
T.  Jamieson  was  appointed  to  succeed  Dr.  Watson  on  5.8.54. 

Miss  V.  E.  Johnson  resigned  her  position  as  Supervisor  of 
Day  Nurseries  on  30.6.54. 

2 Sanitary  Inpectors,  4 Health  Visitors,  3 Municipal  Mid- 
wives, I Assistant  Supervisor  of  Home  Helps,  i Assistant  Super- 
intendent Home  Nursing  Service,  2 Occupation  Centre  Assistants 
left  the  service  of  the  department  and 

3 Sanitary  Inspectors,  2 Health  Visitors,  3 Municipal  Mid- 
wives, I Nursery  Matron,  i Home  Nursing  Assistant  Superinten- 
dent, I Assistant  Supervisor  of  Home  Helps,  i Assistant 
Superintendent  and  3 .4ssistants  at  the  Occupation  Centre  were 
appointed  during  the  year. 

A number  of  changes  took  place  in  the  clerical  staff  and  2 
male  junior  clerks  were  called  up  for  national  service. 

Several  changes  were  also  made  in  the  Day  Nursery  and 
Home  Nursing  staff. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 
REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR— 

R.  WILLIAMS,  O.B.E.,  D.P.A.,  F.R.San.L,  F.S.LA. 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  E.  A.  Johnson. 

Senior  Meat  Inspector,  L.  Vivian. 

Senior  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector,  H.  Ellis. 

Senior  Factories  Inspector,  T.  E.  Willmott. 

With  special  comments  on  the  following  aspects  of  depart- 
mental work  : 

1.  General  Sanitation. 

2.  Housing. 

3.  Meat,  Milk  and  Other  Foods- 

4.  Atmospheric  Pollution.  * 

5.  Factories  Inspection. 

6.  Rodent  Destruction. 

GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION 

Last  year  reference  was  made  to  the  fact  that  any  substantial 
increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  requiring  attention,  together 
with  increased  .activity  in  housing  matters,  would  create 
difficulties  in  administration.  This  year  complaints  numbered  6,112  ; 
a further  increase  of  over  500  on  the  previous  year  and 
representing  an  increase  of  a thousand  complaints  in  two  years. 
Coupled  with  a still  further  shrinkage  of  numerical  sanitary 
inspector  strength,  it  is  clear  that  the  department  is  unable  to 
deal  with  much  more  than  what  might  be  termed  immediate  and 
serious  nuisances.  Should  the  existing  inspectorial  establishment 
not  be  filled  fairly  soon,  the  housing  and  slum  clearance  and 
repairs  programme  of  the  city  will  undoubtedly  suffer.  The  number 
of  visits  paid  by  inspectors  totalled  33,01^,  a drop  of  four 
thousand  compared  with  last  year.  This  represents  an  alarming 
decrease  of  25,000  over  three  years.  Fortunately,  the  demand 
for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  new  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  which  became  operative  on  the  31st  August,  was  not 
as  great  as  expected ; this  enabled  the  Department  to  deal  with 
enquiries  promptly.  It  was  possible  to  carry  out  a rapid  survey 
of  potential  Clearance  Areas  and  the  required  figures  were 
prepared  well  in  advance  of  the  date  given  by  the  Ministry. 
Nevertheless,  the  proposals  to  deal  with  the  slum  clearance 
problem  must  remain  in  a condition  of  flux  until  such  time  as  the 
necessary  number  of  officers  are  available  to  carry  out  this 
important  work. 

A very  useful  liaison  has  been  created  between  this  Depart- 
ment and  that  of  the  City  Architect  and  Planning  Officer  in  relation 
to  improvement  grant  work,  with  the  result  that  the  actual 
improvements  carried  out  are  supervised  by  the  Housing  Inspector 
assisted  by  the  District  Inspectors.  The  Department  is,  of  course. 
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vitally  concerned  in  this  work,  as  well  as  having  to  approve  the 
“life”  of  the  properties  dealt  with  in  this  manner.  The  experience 
in  Coventry  is  similar  to  that  elsewhere  in  the  country  in  connec- 
tion.with  these  grants,  that  is  to  say,  almost  all  of  the  applications 
in  respect  of  them  are  from  owner/ occupiers.  There  is  still  vital 
need  for  landlords  of  rented  property  to  consider  this  method  of 
reconditioning  their  rented  dwellings. 

Meat  rationing  ceased  on  the  ist  July  this  year  and  arrange- 
ments had  to  be  quickly  made  to  provide  for  the  meat  insj>ection 
under  the  conditions  that  existed  some  fourteen  years  ago,  added 
to  which  was  the  vast  increase  in  “throughput”  which  had 
developed.  During  the  rationing  period  the  Council  had  already 
foreseen  this  situation  and  by  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
sanitary  inspector,  and  employment  of  the  shift  system,  it  was 
possible  to  ensure  that  all  meat  slaughtered  was  properly  inspected. 

During  a year  of  serious  difficulty,  inspectorially,  the  office 
staff  still  had  to  cope  with  incoming  mail  which  totalled  13,551 
postal  packets,  while  the  outgoing  post  totalled  10,3317  items.  By 
close  co-operation  between  members  of  the  office  staff  and  inspec- 
tors, many  difliculties  which  would  otherwise  have  arisen  were 
avoided.  i,3'94  preliminary  notices  were  sent  out  in  connection 
with  the  complaints  received;  398  letters,  together  with  548 
statutory  notices  in  respect  of  nuisances,  31  in  connection  with  the 
provision  of  dustbins  and  39  with  reference  to  contraventions  of 
the  Factories  Act.  In  view  of  the  number  of  notices  served  it  is 
a source  of  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  only  twelve 
instances  was  it  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings. 

An  increasing  number  of  complaints,  often  in  the  form  of 
petitions,  are  received  relating  to  noise.  The  subject  is  referred 
to  in  some  detail  elsewhere  in  this  report,  nevertheless  the  matter 
seems  to  be  one  of  much  urgency  and  there  would  appear  to  be 
need  for  a national  policy  to  be  formulated  which  would  enable 
local  authorities  to  take  more  positive  action  than  is  now  possible. 

SANITARY  . INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 

That  portion  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  connected 
with  nuisances  in  and  around  dwellings  and  with  property  improve- 
ments can  best  be  set  out  in  tabular  form.  The  figures  in  relation 
to  these  matters  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 
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Dec. 

Drainage  and  Pavement.  1053. 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstruction  ...  1,139 

Drains  provided  with  efficient  traps  1 

New  Drains,  inspection  and  intercepting:  chambers 

provided 8q 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired 86 

Soil  pipes  and  ventilating-  shafts  improved  or  repaired  31 

Rain  water  pipes  disconnected  from  the  sewer  ...  3 

Courts  and  back  yards  paved  and  repaired  ...  ...  44 

Sink  drains  disconnected  from  the  sewer  i 

Dwellings. 

Floors  of  dwellings  relaid  or  repaired 233 

Dilapidated  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ,..  ...  ...  403 

Damp  walls — Damp  courses  inserted  17 

Repointed  or  cement  rendered  ...  ...  157 

Roofs  repaired  and  made  weatherproof 434 

Dangerous  stairs  repaired 10 

Additional  windows  provided  and  others  repaired  and 

made  to  open  428 

Defective  guttering  repaired  535 

Houses  provided  with  food  stores i 

Existing  pantries  provided  with  external  ventilation  — 

Sculleries  provided  or  reconstructed  or  enlarged  ...  — 

Wash  houses  provided  — 

New  waste  pipes  provided  and  others  repaired  ...  29 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Foul  cellars  cleansed  and  defects  in  drains  remedied  35 

Houses  limewashed  and  cleansed — 

Houses  cleansed  after  infectious  disease  ...  ...  — 

Verminous  houses  and  furniture  disinfested  ...  ...  224 

Additional  water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  5Q 

Water  closets  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  closets  repaired  and  limewashed 18 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  pedestals  ...  ...  log 

Water  closet  pans  replaced  with  pedestals  10 

Defective  joints  in  flush  pipes  repaired 75 

Foul  water  closet  basins  and  traps  cleansed 8 

Defedtive  water  closet  cisterns  repaired 213 

New  flushing  cisterns  provided 15 

Urinals  cleansed  and  reconstructed  — 

Urinals  abolished  — 


Privies,  Cesspools,  Ashpits  and  Dustbins. 


Cesspools  abolished ' 8 

Offensive  privies  or  pail  closets  converted  into  water 

closets  38 

Offensive  privies  or  pail  closets  abolished  ...  ...  28 

New  water  closets  erected  in  place  of  above 27 

Houses  provided  with  sanitary  dustbins 40 

Various. 

Nuisances  from  animals  kept  abated 18 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 144 

Courts  and  backyards  cleansed  by  tenants  iQ 

Gipsy  tents  and  caravans  removed  ...  ...  ...  78 

Dairies  reconstructed  or  improved  — 

Water  supply — additional  taps  provided  ...  ...  ...  3 

Polluted  wells  dispensed  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Town  water  supplied  in  place  of  well  water — 

Offensive  ditches  cleansed 13 

Miscellaneous 688 

Improvements  effected  at  factories  55 

Improvements  effected  at  shops  and  food  premises  ...  152 


Dec. 

IQ54. 

975 

5 

234 

94 

29 

27 

2 


149 

225 

9 

196 

282 

25 

302 

372 


I 


172 

186 

12 
22 

134 

75 

3 

247 

13 


6 


5 

5 

149 


10 

92 

3 

54 

4 


7 

516 

22 

69 


5,732  4,767 


Summary  of  Inspectors’  Work 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  NUISANCES  FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS. 
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Summary  of  other  Miscellaneous  Work 

FOR  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS 
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ABOLITION  OF  CESSPOOLS : DRAINAGE 


Further  prog-ress  can  be  recorded  in  the  sanitary  improvement 
of  the  Woodway  Lane  and  Lentong  Lane  area  as  a result  of  the 
main  sewerage  facilities  which  are  available  in  this  part  of  the 
City.  The  full  extent  of  the  property  owner’s  co-operation,  both 
private  and  municipal,  in  support  of  the  efforts  of  the  inspectorate 
to  urbanize  this  outlying  district  will  be  appreciated  from  the 
progress  achieved  in  this  connection.  Of  the  324  dwelling  houses 
situated  in  this  area  which  were  brought  within  the  main  sewerage 
scheme,  practically  300  of  them  now  enjoy  the  water  carriage 
system  of  sewage  disposal.  This  has  involved  the  abolition  of  .186 
offensive  privies  or  pail  closets  and  46  cesspools.  In  some  instances 
groups  of  dwelling  houses  were  drained  to  one  cesspool.  Negotia- 
tions with  owners  are  well  advanced  in  respect  to  most  of  the 
remaining  prop>erties  with  a view  to  completing  this  major  scheme 
of  sanitation  in  the  near  future. 

SANITARY  PROVISION  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  estimated  number  of  sanitary  conveniences,  privies  and 
cesspools  existing  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  shown  below  : — 


Dec.  Dec. 

1953.  1954. 

No.  of  water  closets  in  houses,  institutions, 

schools,  factories,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  98,945  106,684 

No.  of  privy  closets  ...  ••.  •.•  78  78 

No.  of  pail  closets  ...  ...  •••  •••  262  257 

No.  of  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  344  338 


Refuse  collection  and  disposal  are  carried  out  under  the 
direction  of  the  City  Engineer.  Most  of  the  refuse  is  disposed 
of  by  controlled  tipping,  the  remainder  being  destroyed  by  incinera- 
tion at  the  City’s  refuse  destructor.  The  quantity  of  refuse 
collected  during  the  year  was  70,803  tons;  of  this  quantity  16,775 
tons  were  disposed  of  by  incineration  and  54,027  tons  disposed 
of  by  controlled  tipping. 

The  progress  achieved  during  the  year  in  the  Walsgrave  and 
Hawkesbury  districts  included  the  abolition  of  five  pail  closets, 
for  which  five  new  water  closets  connected  to  the  main  drainage 
system  were  provided.  Six  cesspools  were  also  abolished. 

The  supply  of  water  to  a dwelling  house  for  domestic  purposes 
was  found  by  analysis  to  be  seriously  polluted.  Following 
representations  to  the  property  owner,  the  well  was  dispensed  wjth 
and  mains  water  laid  on. 


DUSTBINS 

The  provision  of  dust  bins  to  private  dwelling  houses  is 
effected  through  the  discretionary  powers  contained  in  Section 
75(i)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  To  this  end  both  the  owner 
and  occupier  are  requested  to  furnish  certain  relevant  information 
upon  which  a full  report  is  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  on 
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the  circumstances  of  each  case.  Proper  discretion  may  therefore 
be  exercised  in  accordance  with  the  statute  in  determining  on 
whom  the  notice  is  to  be  served.  During  the  year  91  statutory 
notices  were  served  upon  owners  of  dwelling  houses  and  one 
statutory  notice  was  served  upon  an  occupier  in  respect  to  the 
provision  of  suitable  and  sullicient  dust  bins  for  the  proper  storage 
of  domestic  refuse. 

In  six  instances  the  owners  decided  to  appeal  to  the  Court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction  against  the  requirements  of  the  notices. 
The  Court  dismissed  all  the  appeals  and  in  the  exercise  of  its 
powers  under  Subsection  4 of  Section  8 of  the  Local  Government 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1953,  orders  were  made  for  com- 
pliance by  the  owners  with  the  notices  served  by  the  Local 
Authority.  Appeals  were  subsequently  brought  before  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  in  respect  to  five  of  the  Orders  made  by  the 
City  Magistrates  Court.  The  decision  of  the  magistrates  was 
upheld  in  each  instance  and  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  dis- 
missed the  appeals. 

Dust  bins  were  supplied  by  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
the  owner  in  nine  instances. 

The  comments  made  in  previous  annual  reports  on  the  grow- 
ing number  of  local  authorities  who  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
fXJwers  contained  in  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  and  the  amending 
Act  referred  to,  by  which  dust  bins  can  be  supplied  as  a municipal 
undertaking  are  becoming  increasingly  substantiated.  The  public 
health  hazards  which  are  ever  present  where  dust  bins  are  needed 
for  the  proper  storage  of  refuse  is'  a strong  point  in  favour  of 
this  method  of  overcoming  a serious  difficulty.  That  this  method 
is  becoming  more  widely  adopted  throughout  the  country  is  a clear 
'ndication  of  the  importance  attached  to  this  aspect  of  sanitation. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

Of  the  7'6i59  occupied  dwelling  houses  in  the  local  authority’s 
area,  172  were  found  during  the  year  to  be  infested  with  vermin. 
This  represented  only  0.231%  of  the  total  housing  strength  of  the 
City.  The  bed  bug  was  the  pest  requiring  most  attention  and 
effective  and  complete  disinfestation  was  carried  out  in  each 
instance.  The  insecticides  used  by  the  department  contain  D.D.T. 
and  gammexane  in  liquid  form  or  generated  as  a residual  smoke. 

Other  pests  dealt  with  have  included  fleas  (Pulex  irritans) 
cockroaches,  both  German  and  black  beetle  types,  ants  and 
crickets. 

The  advantage  of  the  modern  insecticides  over  the  old 
fashioned  types  upon  which  local  authorities  had  formerly  to 
depend  is  found  in  the  residual  toxic  qualities  of  the  film  left 
adhering  to  the  treated  surfaces. 
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PIG  KEEPING 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  from  persons 
proposing  to  keep  pigs  in  private  or  allotment  gardens.  The 
number  of  inspections  of  pig  keepers’  premises  made  by  the 
inspectorial  staff  was  84.  The  number  of  cottagers’  pigs 
slaughtered  was  36,  as  compared  with  370  last  year  and  2,013 
1949.  Pig  keepers  are  given  every  encouragement  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  up-to-date  facilities  for  pig  killing  at  the  public 
abattoir.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  cottagers’  pigs 
slaughtered  in  the  space  of  five  years  is  an  indication  of  the 
remarkable  change  which  has  occurred  in  the  public  attitude 
towards  the  necessity  for  rearing  the  domestic  pig.  The  removal 
of  controls,  derationing  of  meat  and  the  increase  in  our  imports 
of  food  in  greater  variety,  have  combined  to  make  it  no  longer  an 
economic  proposition.  Moreover,  the  wider  powers  of  control 
which  can  now  be  exercised  have  no  doubt  played  their  part  in 
restraining  the  practice  locally.  It  was  found  necessary  to  institute 
magisterial  proceedings  in  respect  to  a statutory  nuisance  in 
connection  with  pig  keeping  at  the  rear  of  a private  dwelling 
house.  The  case  was  proved  and  the  magistrates  made  an  order 
requiring  pig  keeping  at  the  rear  of  the  premises  to  be  discontinued. 
The  defendant  lodged  an  appeal  against  the  magistrates’  decision, 
and  this  matter  has  not  yet  been  decided. 

REFERENCES  TO  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS 

It  is  gratifying  to  place  on  record  the  cordial  relations  which 
exist  between  the  various  departments  and  the  sanitary  inspectors’ 
section  in  connection  with  the  many  and  varied  references  necessary 
for  the  proper  administration  of  the  sanitary  services. 

A total  of  1,425  references  was  made  during  the  year  to  the 
City  Engineer,  Water  Engineer,  Housing,  Parks,  Education 
Department  and  the  Estate  Surveyor  and  City  Architect.  The 
matters  referred  were  in  relation  to  dangerous  and  unauthorised 
buildings,  wastage  of  water,  removal  of  refuse,  clearing  of 
obstructed  sewers  and  combined  drains  and  defects  in  Corporation 
owned  houses. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  searches  were  made  in  respect  to 
4,432  properties  for  the  Town  Clerk’s  Department  under  the  Land 
Charges  Act,  1925. 

A spate  of  new  legislation  necessitated  many  forms  and  other 
stationery  and  a special  word  of  thanks  is  due  to  the  Printing 
and  Stationery  Department  for  the  expeditious  and  efficient  manner 
in  which  our  needs  were  met. 

HOUSING 

The  four-point  housing  plan  of  repair,  maintenance,  improve- 
ment and  demolition  outlined  by  the  Minister  received  statutory 
confirrpation  in  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954.  This 
statute,  which  came  into  force  in  September  i954)  contained 
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important  provisions  for  the  implementation  of  existing  housing 
legislation.  In  addition  there  are  some  new  and  revolutionary 
clauses  relating  to  rent  control  and  deferred  demolition.  More- 
over, the  Act  lays  down  for  the  first  time  a positive  standard  of 
fitness  for  dwelling  houses  for  human  habitation.  Doubts  have 
been  expressed  concerning  the  impact  of  this  standard  on  housing 
generally,  and  some  fear  that  there  will  be  a lowering  of  our 
standards. 

The  improvement  grant  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 
which  give  exchequer  assistance  to  property  owners,  are  also 
clarified  and  extended  by  the  new  Act  to  meet  present  day 
conditions.  Finally,  this  piece  of  legislation  provides  for  more 
economic  rents  to  meet  the  increased  cost  of  house  maintenance. 

The  all-out  drive  towards  the  achievement  of  the  Govern- 
ment’s housing  policy  in  relation  to  slum  clearance  and  house 
maintenance  was  given  extensive  publicity  during  the  year. 
Popular  booklets  and  pamphlets  of  “Questions  and  Answers’’  on 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  were  made  available  to  those  in  need  of 
information. 

As  a first  step  in  the  campaign  of  slum  clearance,  the  Housing 
Section  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectorate  was  busily  engaged  on  a 
comprehensive  report  to  the  Health  Committee.  The  housing 
position  and  the  proposals  with  regard  to  future  slum  clearance 
projects  to  be  effected  in  the  City  were  reviewed  at  length.  The 
report  embodied  : — 

(a)  Clearance  Orders  which  were  confirmed  and  became 
operative  before  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  1939. 

(b)  Clearance  Orders  made  in  1939  which  reached  the 
Public  Local  Enquiry  stage,  but  were  not  confirmed. 

(c)  The  future  housing  programme,  which  aims  at  dealing 
with  all  of  the  unfit  properties  at  present  in  existence. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  directions  in  Circular  30/34, 
issued  for  the  guidance  of  local  authorities,  the  housing  proposals 
submitted  are  intended  to  be  carried  out  within  the  next  five  year 
period.  Approximately  1,600  unfit  dwelling  houses  are  included 
in  the  five  year  plan  to  be  dealt  with  either  by  “Clearance  Order’’ 
procedure,  or  by  the  “Individual  Demolition  Order’’  method.  The 
detailed  inspection  and  recording  of  159  houses  was  accomplished 
by  the  year’s  end,  and  this  together  with  our  brief  survey 
represented  our  housing  activities. 

An  essential  part  of  the  action  taken  with  any  slum  clearance 
project  is  the  rehousing  of  displaced  families.  In  this  connection 
it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  Housing  Committee  expects  to 
be  in  a position  to  place  something  like  350  new  houses  per  annum 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Health  Committee  for  this  purpose. 

Many  enquiries  concerning  the  rent  increase  clauses  of  the 
.A.ct  were  received  from  landlords  and  tenants  and  four  Certificates 
of  Disrepair  were  granted.  The  building  work  entailed  in  the 
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improvement  of  eight  dwelling  houses  which  qualified  for  grant 
under  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  was  inspected  and  passed. 
The  total  amount  in  grants  made  to  the  applicants  was  : — ;^688. 

The  maintenance  and  repair  of  habitable  dwelling  houses 
through  the  powers  contained  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
received  particular  attention  throughout  the  year.  In  this  connec- 
tion 3,966  repairs  and  improvements  were  effected  for  the  abate- 
ment of  nuisances  associated  with  housing  conditions. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS— YEAR,  1954 

The  following  information  is  given  in  the  form  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  viz.  : — 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE 
YEAR 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1982 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  6025 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1923  ...  ...  ...  ...  319 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  488 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1394 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITH- 
OUT SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ••.  •.  •••  .•  610 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE 
YEAR 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 
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B.  Proceeding's  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  548 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  261 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  i 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  •••  •••  •••  •••  2 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closiag  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


The  City  Engineer  kindly  gives  the  following  information 
concerning  new  houses  : — 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2352 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  1347 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  28 

(c)  Under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions) 

Act,  1933  Nil 


REHOUSING 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  ist  January,  1954 
Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  31st  December,  1954 


From  Category  “A”  (First  Priority)  ...  9 

From  Category  B (Second  Priority)  ...  ...  1,122 

From  Category  C (Third  Priority)  ...  ...  6,808 

From  Category  D (Fourth  Priority)  ...  ...  2,431 

From  unclassified  Category  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Number  of  families  rehoused  by  end  of  1934  ... 

Number  of  applications  for  Corporation  houses  made 
during  the  year  1934  ... 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Corporation  during  1954 
Number  of  houses  voluntarily  closed 


9.015 

10,370 


1.727 

3,012 

1.347 

50 


95 


Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Number  of  families  rehoused  as  a result  of  representations 

by  the  Health  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 

CARAVANS,  FAIRS  AND  CAMPING  SITES 

The  plan  in  operation  at  the  beginning"  of  the  year  for  the 
clearance  of  a large  area  of  allotment  gardens  and  waste  land 
improperly  used  as  sites  for  caravans  and  converted  buses  was 
successfully  dealt  with  before  the  year  end.  This  land  constituted 
the  last  of  the  areas  in  the  City  where  caravan  dwellings  on 
unlicensed  and  insanitary  sites  existed  on  an  extensive  scale.  A 
total  of  1 14  moveable  dwellings  was  involved,  of  which  100  were 
removed,  either  to  licensed  sites  within  the  City,  or  to  the  breakers 
yard,  when  the  occupant  family  was  found  suitable  alternative 
accommodation.  A temporary  licence  was  granted  in  respect  of 
each  of  the  fourteen  vehicles  remaining,  of  which  ten  were  sub- 
sequently removed  and  the  sites  cleared. 

Magisterial  proceedings  were  instituted  in  two  instances 
against  both  the  occupiers  of  the  land  and  the  14  caravan  dwellers 
stationed  thereon.  Fines  totalling  £10  were  imposed  upon  the 
occupier  and  caravan  dwellers  in  one  case  and  in  the  other  an 
adjournment  was  granted  pending  the  result  of  an  appeal  under 
the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Acts. 

Licences  were  granted  under  Section  269  (i)  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  permitting  the  establishment  of  two  sites, 
making  provision  for  127  moveable  dwellings.  In  addition,  sixteen 
licences  were  granted  under  Section  269(2)  of  the  Act  to  station 
and  use  caravans  for  a limited  period,  subject  to  licence  conditions. 
During  the  same  period,  three  applications  to  establish  caravan 
sites  and  three  applications  to  station  and  use  caravans  for  a 
limited  period  were  refused. 

The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Health  Committee’s 
efforts  to  terminate  the  insanitary  conditions  associated  with  un- 
authorised caravan  sites  in  the  City  can  be  acclaimed  with  success. 
The  irresponsible  parking  of  caravans,  converted  buses,  etc. 
locally  in  large  communities  without  regard  for  even  the  meanest 
standards  of  sanitation  is  now  a thing  of  the  past.  In  the  short 
space  of  three  years  the  unauthorised  use  of  land  for  this  purpose 
can  be  looked  upon  as  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule.  More- 
over, the  extent  of  such  occupation  is  restricted  in  the  main  to  the 
comparatively  few  caravan  dwellers  who  will  ultimately  be  accom- 
modated on  the  licensed  sites  provided  for  their  needs. 

It  is  considered  that  the  capacity  of  the  approved  sites 
established  within  the  City  is  sufficient  to  cater  for  the  present 
local  demand.  Coventry’s  caravan  problem  is  due  to  the  acute 
housing  shortage  which  has  prevailed  since  the  war.  With  the 
marked  acceleration  in  new  house  building  now  in  progress,  the 
caravan  as  a home  is  gradually  being  relegated  to  its  rightful  place. 

G 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYELAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

There  is  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  City  under  the 
Control  of  the  Salvation  Army.  It  is  well  conducted  and  main- 
tained in  a clean  condition.  Accommodation  is  provided  for  275 
lodgers,  and  the  nightly  average  of  men  seeking  lodgings  during 
the  year  was  in  excess  of  20D.  Supervision  was  satisfactory,  and 
no  contravention  of  the  byelaws  was  observed. 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

Number  on  Register  January,  1954 
Number  discontinued  during  the  year 
Number  on  Register  December,  1954 
Number  of  visits  during  the  year  ... 

Number  of  contraventions  observed 

Oifensive  Trades. 

Tripe  Boilers. 

Hide  and  Skin  Dealers. 
Rag  and  Bone  Dealers. 
Gut  Scrapers. 

Tallow  Melters. 

Bone  Boilers. 


9 

I 

8 

7 

Nil 


The  hide  and  skin  dealers  are  located  at  the  public  abattoir, 
where  tripe  boiling  is  also  carried  on. 


During  the  year  284  inspections  were  made  of  the  above 
premises.  A reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained. 


CANAL  BOATS 

During  the  year  fifty-nine  visits  were  made  to  the  canal  and 
the  cabins  of  86  boats  were  examined.  The  number  of  boats 
conforming  with  the  Acts  and  Regulations  was  81,  while  six 
infringements  were  noted  on  five  boats.  The  cabins  of  the  boats 
inspected  were  found  to  be  occupied  by  sixty  men,  fifty-four 
women  and  forty-five  children. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified  during  the  year. 
Neither  was  any  boat  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin. 

Other  details  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Total  number  of  boats  registered  up  to  31st  December, 

1954 548 

Boats  added  to  Register  in  1954  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Registrations  cancelled  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  327 

-Actual  number  of  boats  on  Register  at  31st  December, 

1954 


221 
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MEAT,  MILK  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  year  under  review  was  notable  for,  a most  marked  increase 
in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  public  abattoir.  A 
glance  at  the  graph  showing  the  killings  over  the  past  five  years 
will  show  that  they  are  now  twice  that  of  1950  and  that  the  rise 
over  1953  'vas  50%  approximately.  Further,  the  year  saw  the 
end  of  Government  control  and  the  re-establishment  of  the  private 
trader  after  a lapse  of  fifteen  years,  since  on  July  3rd  the  Ministry 
of  Food  restored  to  private  butchers  and  wholesalers  their  pre-war 
trading  activities. 

In  the  main  increased  killings  have  been  brought  about  by 
longer  hours  of  killing  and  the  employment  of  approximately  twice 
the  number  of  slaughtermen  and  assistants  (25  in  precontrol  years, 
46  in  the  latter  half  of  1954).  Slaughtering  hours  are  fixed  frorn 
6 a.m. — 6 p.m.,  Mondays  to  Fridays  and  from  6 a.m. — 'Noon  on 
Saturdays. 

To  meet  these  conditions  and  without  recruiting  additional 
staff  the  meat  inspectors  have  adopted  a shift  system  of  working 
so  that  the  hours  of  killing  are  covered  each  day. 

When  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  decontrol  meat 
marketing  became  known,  joint  consultative  committees,  on  which 
the  local  authority  departments  concerned  and  trading  interests 
were  represented,  were  set  up.  As  a result,  the  change-over 
difficulties  were  reduced  to  a minimum  and  the  new  methods  and 
functioning  of  the  abattoir  were  working  quite  smoothly  from  the 
beginning. 

For  the  most  part  the  slaughtering  is  being  carried  out  by  the 
wholesalers  as  represented  by  the  Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation, 
G.  H.  Monks  & Co.,  Ltd.,  the  Co-operative  Society  and  the 
Coventry  .^.ssociated  Butchers  Group.  Private  butchers  have  not 
done  much  of  their  own  slaughtering  but  have  chiefly  used  the 
freelance  slaughtering  contractors.  The  allocation  of  slaughtering 
space  and  equipment  has  presented  no  great  difficulties,  but  the 
lairages  have  ohen  proved  to  be  inadequate.  However,  plans  are 
well  in  hand  to  build  additional  lairage  accommodation  on  the  site 
of  the  adjoining  cattle  market  and  this  acquisition  should  go  a 
long  way  to  solving  the  problem. 

With  slaughtering  being  carried  out  in  such  a large  part  by 
gang  or  group  slaughter,  it  might  well  be  that  the  introduction 
of  “line  systems”  would  help  in  no  small  way  to  speed  up  through- 
put, and  to  raise  the  standard  of  hygiene. 

One  very  disappointing  feature  of  the  abattoir  at  present  is 
that  dressed  meat  and  offals  have  to  leave  the  slaughter  halls  via 
the  same  passageway  as  do  all  hides,  skins,  fat,  stomach  contents, 
condemned  meat  and  offal,  etc.  It  should  be  possible  to  devise  a 
system  embodying  “clean”  and  “dirty”’  passageways. 

During  the  year  the  quality  of  dressing  carcases  has  greatly 
improved  and  also  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  slaughter  halls. 
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The  development  of  the  use  of  motorised  equipment  in  the  removal 
of  stomach  contents  from  the  slaughter  halls  has  helped  consider- 
ably in  reducing  the  length  of  time  this  material  remains  in  the 
slaughter  hall.  With  the  butchers  now  being  able  to  buy  to  suit 
their  own  requirements,  the  old  question  of  quantity  has  given 
way  to  one  of  quality  with  the  result  that  more  care  is  taken  to 
produce  a better  dressed  carcase,  and  there  has  been  an  improve- 
ment in  slaughtering  methods  and  an  accompanying  improvement 
in  general  cleanliness. 

Animal  Health. 

There  has  been  a very  noticeable  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  the  animals  killed  at  the  abattoir  this  year.  No  doubt  much  of 
this  can  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  buyers  have  endeavoured  to 
obtain  better  animals  for  slaughter  and  subsequent  sale. 

For  example,  tuberculosis  infections  in  cows  have  fallen  from 
31.5%  to  26.5%,  and  the  number  of  whole  carcases  condemned 
for  generalisation  of  the  disease  from  145  to  121  even  though  the 
killing  figures  for  cattle  rose  by  approximately  200  and  pigs  by 
over  17,000. 

Condemnation  figures  involving  whole  carcases  fell  by  70  for 
diseases  other  than  tuberculosis,  and  organs  or  parts  in  this 
category  fell  by  some  3,000. 

It  will  be  observed,  therefore,  that  on  the  whole,  the  quality 
of  the  stock  killed  was  much  higher  than  it  was  for  1953  and  this 
has  been  reflected  by  the  better  quality  of  meat  on  offer  for  sale 
at  the  butchers’  shops.  A particularly  high  standard  was  set  for 
the  Christmas  season  when  a large  number  of  prize  winning  beasts 
at  various  shows  were  bought  by  local  butchers  for  slaughter  and 
sale  to  the  public  generally. 

The  amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  by  the  meat 
inspectors  during  the  year  shows  a pronounced  decrease  of  about 
50  tons,  thus  bearing  out  the  statement  that  the  year  has  seen  a 
distinct  improvement  in  the  health  and  quality  of  the  animals 
slaughtered  for  human  consumption. 

1953. — 'amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned — 199  tons 

approximately 

1954 — amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned — ^148  tons 

approximately 

This  latter  figure  is  made  up  more  or  less  equally  by  condem- 
nations due  to  tuberculosis  infections  and  diseases  and  conditions 
other  than  tuberculosis. 

There  has  also  been  a corresponding  reduction  in  the  incidence 
of  disease  in  sheep  and  pigs.  In  this  case,  it  may  be  attributable 
to  the  fact  that  no  cases  of  swine  fever  or  foot  and  mouth  disease 
occurred  in  animals  slaughtered.  The  number  of  sheep  brought 
from  districts  where  parasitic  conditions  are  very  prevalent  has 
shewn  a marked  decrease  with  a corresponding  improvement  in 
the  condemnation  figures. 
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CHART  ILLUSTRATING  ANNUAL  KILLING 
SPREAD-OVER  FOR  1954. 
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RAPH  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  ANIMALS 

SLAUGHTERED  AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 

DURING  THE  LAST  FIVE  YEARS. 
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GRAPHICAL  REPRESENTATION  OF 
ANNUAL  KILL  AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTC 
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Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

No  case  of  notifiable  disease  was  found  in  any  of  the  animals 
which  had  died  in  transit  or  in  the  lairages.  Post  mortem  .examina- 
tions were  carried  out  in  all  cases  to  discover  the  cause  of  death 
and  in  cases  where  notifiable  disease  was  suspected,  blood 
sp>ecimens  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Tuberculosis  Orders. 

Eleven  cows  were  sent  in  for  slaughter  under  the  provision  of 
these  orders,  eight  being  traced  as  a result  of  “positive”  milk 
samples  being  discovered  in  laboratory  tests  of  milks  sent  in  for 
analysis  by  food  inspectors  and  sampling  ollicers. 

Previous  to  de-control  it  was  usual  for  the  veterinary  officers 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  send  in  animals 
for  slaughter  under  these  Orders  to  the  nearest  operating  slaughter- 
house, but  since  July,  Coventry,  together  with  the  Birmingham 
abattoir,  receive  all  the  county  cases.  Furthermore,  on  October 
I St,  the  Tuberculosis  (Slaughter  of  Reacters)  Order,  1950,  came 
into  force  and  this  has  meant  a further  intake  of  animals  for 
Slaughter  that  have  reacted  to  the  test  if  the  herd  was  in  the 
attested  scheme  for  the  past  four  years.  This  has  meant  additional 
post  mortem  examinations  in  the  day  to  day  insp>ections  carried 
out  by  the  meat  inspectors. 

Congenital  tuberculosis  in  calves  was  found  in  seven  of  the 
calves  slaughtered  during  the  year.  Four  cases  were  reported  to 
the  Animal  Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  for  investigation,  and  as  a result  the  dams  were  traced 
and  slaughtered  and  found  to  be  affected.  In  three  cases,  loss  of 
market  tickets  on  the  calf  skins  meant  that  it  became  impossible 
for  the  dams  to  be  traced. 

Since  decontrol,  tracing  of  calves  has  been  an  easier  matter, 
for  even  with  possible  loss  of  tickets  it  has  been  found  possible  to 
trace  the  owner  of  the  calf  in  question  by  means  of  sale  receipts, 
etc. 

Country  Dressed  Animals  and  Inter-depot  Transfers. 

Inspections  made  under  this  heading  include  animals  which 
have  been  slaughtered  at  or  near  the  farm  because  of  emergency 
reasons,  and  animals  slaughtered  at  other  abattoirs  and  sent  to 
our  market  prior  to  distribution  to  the  butchers’  shops. 

The  former  are  all  inspected  in  accordance  with  Memo  ;^/Meat, 
whereas  in  the  latter  cases,  previous  inspection  has  already  been 
carried  out  and  a routine  check  inspection  of  5%  is  made  prior  to 
the  meat  leaving  the  market.  During  the  year  2194  such  inspections 
were  carried  out. 

Imported  Meats. 

Check  inspections  of  all  imported  meats  received  in  the  Whole- 
sale Market  were  carried  out  throughout  the  year  and  3,197  lbs. 
were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  As  in  previous 
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years,  bone  taint  and  decomposition  were  the  chief  causes  for 
condemnation, 

Cysticercus  Bo  vis. 

No  generalised  case  of  this  parasitic  condition  was  discovered 
during  the  year,  although  12  more  localised  cases  were  encoun- 
tered, in  a total  number  of  57.  Of  these,  1 1 were  viable  and,  as 
such,  were  refrigerated  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  recom- 
mendations. Eight  cases  were  met  with  in  cows,  the  remainder 
being  found  in  animals  of  the  2 — 3 year  old  group. 

Meat  Transport — Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  vans  engaged  at  the  depot 
was  generally  satisfactory,  and  this  applies  also  to  the  larger 
number  of  private  vans  which  were  brought  into  use  at  the  end 
of  the  control  period.  Verbal  representations  have  been  made  for 
minor  improvements  in  a few  cases  and  these  were  quickly 
rectified. 

The  conduct  of  all  engaged  in  the  transport  and  handling  of 
meat  at  the  meat  market  has  generally  been  up  to  the  standard 
required  by  the  statutory  regulations. 

General. 

The  change  from  Ministry  control  to  private  trading  has 
brought  the  butcher  into  a far  closer  relationship  with  the  meat 
inspectors  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  a happy  and  friendly 
relationship  exists.  The  decisions  taken  by  the  inspectors  have 
been  accepted  in  a fair  spirit  by  all,  and  the  standard  of  judgment 
taken  without  any  ill  feeling,  even  though  the  financial  loss  to 
butchers  involved  was,  at  times,  fairly  substantial. 

Now  that  the  slaughtering  of  animals  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Orders  is  being  carried  out  at  Coventry  and  Birmingham  for  the 
whole  of  the  county,  a very  close  liaison  is  maintained  with  the 
veterinary  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
The  work  of  the  meat  inspectors  in  connection  with  the  eradica- 
tion of  bovine  tuberculosis  is  very  much  appreciated  by  that 
Government  department. 

Biological  material  was,  from  time  to  time,  made  available 
for  the  schools  and  training  colleges,  and  many  interested  groups 
have  been  shown  around  the  abattoir  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

Apart  from  liver,  unfit  for  food  but  suitable  for  processing, 
all  other  glands  are  collected  directly  by  the  drug  manufacturers. 
The  liver  is  dealt  with  by  the  meat  inspectors  and  then  handed 
over  to  the  Markets  Department  who  in  turn  sell  it  to  the  drug 
manufacturers. 
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GRAPHICAL  REPRESENTATION  OF 
PERCENTAGE  OF  DISEASE  INCIDENCE 

IN  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED. 
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IMPORTED  MEAT— CONDEMNATIONS 

Bone-taint  ...  ...  ...  1322  lbs. 

Moulds  ...  •••  ...  ...  40  lbs. 

Rodent  contamination  ...  ...  21  lbs. 

Rancidity  ...  ...  ...  100  lbs. 

Malodour  ...  ...  ...  150  lbs. 

Decomposition  ...  ...  ...  1624  lbs. 

Store  burn  ...  ...  ...  40  lbs. 

Classified  Summary  of  Inspections  Carried  Out  by  Meat  Inspectors. 


Ante  and  post  mortem  examinations  of  animals 

slaughtered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  158,949 

Post  mortem  examinations  of  animals  dead  on  arrival 

or  in  lairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Inspections  of  country  dressed  carcases  and  inter-depot 

, transfers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,194 

Re-inspections  of  home  killed  meat  ...  ...  ...  86 

Detailed  inspections  of  imported  meat  ...  ...  ...  41 

Inspections  of  canned  meats  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Inspections  of  canned  foods  -other  than  canned  meat 

and  carcase  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Inspections  of  Fatstock  Collecting  Centre  (to  July)  ...  26 

Inspections  of  Meat  carrying  vehicles  (Public  Health 

Meat  Regs.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,772 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  210 


Total  ...  164,374 


Eradication  of  Bovine  Tuberculosis 


Advanced 

Non- 

Advanced 

Total 

Animals  slaughtered  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Orders,  1938-46 

4 

7 

11 

Animals  slaughtered  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis 
(Slaughterof  Reactors)  Order  1950 

— 

8 

8 

Tuberculosis  in  Calves 


Congenital 
Tuberculosis 
in  calves 
slaughtered 
at  the 
abattoir. 

Cases 

observed 

Cases  reported 
to  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and 
Fisheries 

Affected 

dams 

slaugh- 

tered 

Dams 

clinically 

healthy 

Dams  not 
traced 

7 

4 

4 

— 

3 
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Summary  of  Inspections  of  Slaughtered  Animals 


Coventry  Public  Abattoir — Year  1954 


Cattle 
other 
than  Cows 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

1 

Pigs. 

Total 

Animals  slaughtered 

and  inspected 

16,386 

4,806 

6,699 

87,252 

43,806 

158,949 

Tubebculobis 

Whole 

26 

67 

7 

21 

121 

Parts  or 
organs 

1081 

1,207 

5 

667 

2,960 

% affected 

6.75 

26.61 

0.18 

•• 

1.57 

1.94 

Otheb 

Diseases 

AND 

Conditions 

Whole 

11 

59 

88 

112 

40 

310 

Parts  or 
organs 

2,731 

1,302 

52 

2,948 

2,863 

8,956 

% affected 

17.09 

28.32 

2.09 

3.51 

6.63 

5 83 

“ Cows  ” include  all  female  bovines  which  have  calved. 

Animals  aSecfced  with  tuberculosis  and  some  other  condition  are  recorded  as  affected 

with  tuberculosis  only. 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  found  unfit 
in  home  killed  animals  slaughtered  at  the 

Abattoir.  1^8  6 0 25 
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Diseases  and  Conditions  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  Affecting  Parts 
or  Organs  Encountered  During  Inspection  of  all  Animals  During 

the  Year 


Disease — Condition 

Cattle 

other 

than 

Cows 

Cows 

Calyes 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Oedema 

9 

8 

4 

4 

25 

Fatty  infiltration 

3 

16 

— 

60 

8 

87 

Pigmentation 

14 

4 

4 

— 

3 

25 

Emphysema  . . 

13 

23 

— 

— 

— 

36 

Pleurisy 

297 

92 

O 

u 

98 

830 

1320 

Pneumonia  . . 

71 

30 

23 

142 

3377 

3643 

Pericarditis  .. 

34 

27 

3 

21 

832 

917 

Cirrhosis  hepatitis 

3 

2 

7 

3 

856 

871 

Enteritis 

67 

87 

— 

41 

203 

388 

Mastitis 

1 

37 

— 

3 

117 

158 

Arthritis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

14 

15 

Nephritis 

4 

25 

— 

— 

23 

62 

Peritonitis 

234 

173 

2 

23 

168 

600 

Abscess 

839 

211 

6 

98 

60 

1204 

Haemorrhage 

39 

7 

— 

16 

2 

64 

Tumours 

4 

13 

2 

6 

1 

26 

Angiomata 

11 

358 

• — 

— 

— 

369 

Johne’s  Disease 

36 

99 

— 

— 

— 

136 

Actinomycosis — bacillosis 

196 

38 

— 

— 

16 

250 

Fascioliasis  .. 

687 

386 

— 

1436 

— 

2609 

Strongylosis  . . 

— 

122 

— 

41 

41 

Echinococcus 

164 

— 

241 

7 

534 

Pentastomes  and  other 

parasites 

24  ' 

25 

1 

668 

718 

C.  Bovis 

49 

8 

— 

— 

— 

67 

Fractures,  injuries,  etc. 

47 

32 

1 

16 

86 

182 

Bash  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

63 

63 

Bacterial  necrosis  . . 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Bone-taint 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Fibrosis 

6 

6 

107 


Disc8S68  (Othcf  tbon  T'ub6rciilosu)  affecting  whole  carcases 


Disease — Condition 

Cattle 

other 

than 

Cows 

1 

Cows 

1 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Emaciation  . . 

i 

49 

1 

69 

1 

114 

Immaturity  .. 

— 



54 

1 

1 

56 

Moribund 

— 

— 

5 

17 

10 

32 

Payer  . . 

1 

9 

10 

1 

5 

19 

Oedema 

Septicaemia ; — 

1 

1 

2 

5 

10 

19 

(a)  Septic  pleurisy 

— 

— 



11 



11 

(b)  Septic  peritonitis 

1 

2 



3 

6 

(c)  Septic  metritis 

— 

— 



5 

5 

(d)  Septic  pericarditis 

— 

3 



_ 

— 

3 

(e)  Septic  pneumonia 

1 

— 



2 

— 

3 

Pysemia 

— 

— 

3 

5 

2 

10 

Toxaemia 

1 

2 



4 

1 

8 

Jaundice 



6 

1 

7 

Joint-ill 



- 

6 

, 

6 

Gangrene 



1 

2 

3 

Swine  Erysipelas  . . 

— 





— 

2 

2 

Extensive  bruising 

— 





1 

1 

2 

Gangrenous  Pneumonia  . . 

— 



1 



1 

2 

Blackquarter 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Anaemia 

1 

1 

Total 

10 

60 

88 

112 

40 

310 

Pharmaceuticals. 


Liver — unfit  for 
food  but  suitable 
for  processing, 
(lbs.) 

Spinal 

Cords. 

Pancreas. 

Thyroids. 

Sup- 

ranenal. 

No.  of 
Pitui- 
taries. 

Cattle 

42,404 

1,679 

9,691 

369 

471 

5,089 

Calves 

29 

Sheep 

1,122 

Pigs 

2,217 

io8 

MILK 

It  is  estimated  that  the  quantity  of  Milk  consumed  daily  in 
the  City  is  approximately  32,000  gallons,  comprising  : — 

gallons. 


Milk  from  farms  in  the  City  ...  ...  ...  ...  500 

Milk  from  farms  25 — 30  miles  radius  ...  ...  ...  21,000 

Milk  from  Distributing  Depots  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,500 

The  32,000  gallons  are  made  up  as  follows  : — 
Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27,300 

Tuberculin  Tested  Past.  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,450 

Channel  Island  T.T.  Past.  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  350 

Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,900 


There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk 
possibly  due  to  the  fact  that  many  married  women  now  are  out  at 
work  all  day,  and  sterilised  milk  is  a more  convenient  form  of 
milk  due  to  its  better  keeping  qualities.  The  number  of  complaints 
received  during  the  year  respecting  sour  milk  and  dirty  milk 
bottles  has  again  been  very  low,  due,  no  doubt,  in  some  measure 
to  the  cold  summer  but  also  indicating  satisfactory  methods  of 
pasteurisation,  supply,  and  distribution. 

Approximately  1,400  gallons  of  milk  were  supplied  daily  to 
City  Schools,  this  being  served  to  over  30,000  children  per  day, 
each  child  receiving  one  third  of  a pint  per  school  day.  The  milk 
has  been  frequently  sampled  and  submitted  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination,  and  the  results  have  shown  good 
standards  of  quality  and  cleanliness  throughout  the  year. 

ORANGE  JUICE 

During  the  year  most  of  the  dairymen  retailing  in  the  City 
have  commenced  selling  bottled  orange  juice.  The  total  amount  of 
orange  juice  sold  daily  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  335  gallons  in 
8,040  one-third  pint  bottles. 

This  orange  juice  is  obtained  from  two  sources  and  is  sold 
under  the  trade  names  of  SUN-UP  and  SUN-KAP,  both  brands 
having  an  extensive  sale.  SUN-UP  is  manufactured  outside  the 
City.  SUN-KAP  is  manufactured  at  a dairy  in  the  City.  The 
processing  of  the  oranges,  and  the  bottle  washing  and  bottle 
filling  is  carried  out  in  separate  premises  to  where  milk  is 
processed.  The  premises  are  frequently  inspected  and  conditions 
have  been  consistently  .satisfactory. 
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PURVEYORS  OF  MILK 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  selling  milk  within  the  city  : — 


1953 

1954 

(a)  residing  in  the  city  ... 

78 

82 

(b)  residing  outside  the  city  ... 

41 

44 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  selling  bottled 

milk  only  from  shop  premises  ... 

423 

394 

During  the  year  929  inspections  were  made  of  dairies  and 
milk  shops  and  of  milk  vehicles.  The  sale  of  loose  milk  has  now 
been  discontinued  since  Coventry  became  part  of  a Specified  Area 
and  the  change  over  was  effected  without  any  friction  with  the 
dairy  trade.  .All  of  the  dairies  were  frequently  inspected  and 
conditions  were  generally  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

DESIGNATED  MILK 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations,  1949/1954. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designaton)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulatons,  1949. 

Table  setting  out  the  number  of  licences  issued  during  1954. 


Pasteurised  Milk,  Pasteurisers’  Licences  ...  ii 
Pasteurised  Milk,  Dealers’  Licences  ...  ...  378 

Sterilised  Milk,  Producers  Licence  ...  ...  i 

Sterilised  Milk,  Dealers’  Licences  ...  ...  346 

Tuberculin  Tested,  Dealers’  Licences  ...  ...  150 


The  eleven  pasteurisers’  licences  mentioned  above  were  issued 
to  ten  dairymen  and  include  five  licences  to  pasteurise  milk  by  the 
H.T.S.T.  process  and  six  by  the  Holder  process. 

During  the  year  processing  of  milk  was  discontinued  at  4 
dairies,  three  of  which  were  processing  pasteurised  milk  and  one 
which  was  processing  sterilised  milk.  .A.11  the  sterilised  milk  now 
sold  in  the  iCity  is  processed  at  dairies  situated  outside  the  City 
boundary.  One  other  pasteurising  plant  was  closed  down  for 
three  months,  but  this  is  now  in  production  again. 

At  one  of  the  large  dairies  the  entire  processing  plant  which 
consisted  of  holder-type  and  H.T.S.T.  plants  was  removed  and 
replaced  by  a 2,000  gallon  per  hour  A.P.V.  Para-flow  type  machine 
and  this  new  plant  is  giving  very  satisfactory  results,  while  in  one 
of  the  smaller  dairies  a new  automatic  bottle  washing  machine  has 
recently  been  installed. 

In  April,  1954,  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas) 
Order,  1954,  came  into  force  and  this  Order  made  the  County 
Borough  of  Coventry  part  of  a Specified  Area.  This  means  that 
on  and  after  the  ist  April,  1954,  all  dairymen  who  retail  milk  in 
any  part  of  the  area  must  sell  the  milk  under  special  designation, 
irrespective  of  whether  the  premises  from  which  the  milk  is  retailed 
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are  inside  or  outside  the  area;  moreover,  any  other  milk  which  is 
retailed  outside  the  specified  area  from  those  same  premises  must 
also  be  sold  under  special  designation.  It  is  also  obligatory  to  use 
a special  designation  in  relation  to  milk  sold  to  a caterer  unless 
the  caterer  intends  to  pasteurise  or  sterilise  the  milk  and  is  licensed 
so  to  do. 

The  special  designations  authorised  by  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations,  1949  to  1953,  are  “Pasteurised”, 
“Sterilised”,  “Tuberculin  Tested”,  and,  until  the  30th  September, 
1954,  “Accredited”.  From  the  ist  October,  1954,  pasteurised 
milk  may  only  be  sold  in  bottles  or  other  containers  which  must 
be  filled  on  the  premises  where  the  milk  is  pasteurised  and  the 
bottles  or  containers  must  be  fitted  with  a cap  or  cover  overlapping 
the  lip  of  the  container,  or  closed  or  fastened  in  some  other 
suitable  manner  approved  by  the  Licensing  Authority. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  there  were  seven  registered 
dairies  processing  pasteurised  milk,  four  by  the  Holder  process, 
three  by  the  H.T.S.T.  process.  Samples  of  milk  were  obtained 
frequently  from  all  dairies  and  submitted  for  appropriate  examina- 
tions. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  and  the  results  obtained  are 
set  out  below  : — 


Designation. 

No.  of  Samples 
obtained. 

No.  of  Samples 
Satisfactory. 

No.  of  Samples 
Unsatisfactory. 

Vnsa 

Class  ificatior 
of 

tisfactory  Sa 

1 ' 

Tuples, 

By 

Methylene 
Blue  Test. 

By 

Phosphatase 

Test. 

By 

Turbidity  ■ 
Test.  j 

Tuberculin  Tested 

17 

13 

2 

— 

I 

Pasteurised 

486 

478 

8 

19 

^ Void 

8 

— 'i 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

286 

279 

7 

13 

5 

~ i 

Sterilised 

146 

146 

— 

— 

— 

NIL  4 

During  the  summer  34  samples  submitted  for  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  were  reported  void,  as  the  shade  temperature  was  above 
65 °F.  Nine  hundred  and  thirty-five  samples  of  designated  milk 
were  obtained  during  the  year  as  compared  with  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-one  obtained  during  1953. 

The  percentage  of  samples  failing  to  pass  the  prescribed  tests 
was  1.6%  compared  with  3%  in  1953.  M^ith  respect  to  the  un- 
satisfactory samples  of  designated  milk,  in  each  instance  the  dairv 
premises  were  revisited,  the  dairymen  interviewed  and  advised  and 
repeat  samples  obtained.  In  all  cases  improvements  were  obtained. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Premises  Registered  Under  Section  14,  of  the  Act  for  the 
Manufacture,  Storage  or  Sale  of  Food. 

This  Section  prohibits  the  use  of  premises  for  the  manufacture 
or  sale  of  the  undermentioned  foods  unless  the  premises  are 
suitable  for  the  purpose  and  are  duly  registered  by  the  local 
authority. 

(a)  The  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice  cream,  or  the  storage 
of  ice  cream  intended  for  sale ; or 

{b)  The  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale. 
(The  preparation  of  meat  or  fish  by  cooking  is  deemed 
to  be  the  preservation  thereof  for  this  purpose). 

Befor'e  registration  is  effected,  the  premises  must  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  Section  13,  which  lays  down  certain  require- 
ments relating  to  structural  conditions,  suitability  and  cleanliness 
which  must  be  observed  in  order  to  prevent  contamination  of  the 
food  produced  or  sold. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  under  the  .Act  is  set  out 
as  follows  : — 


1953-  1954- 

Number  of  premises  on  register,  ist  January,  1954  997  i)i94 

Number  of  premises  added  to  register  during  the 

year  19®  171 

Number  of  premises  on  register,  31st  December, 

1954  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1)194  1)^58 


Classification  of  premises  registered  at  close  of  year. 

1953- 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 

cream  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  72 

Premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice 

cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  774 

Premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manu- 
facture of  pressed,  potted  or  preserved  meat, 
etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  229 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

sausages  only  ...  ...  ...  ..  •••  93 

Premises  registered  for  cooking  of  fish  ...  ...  26 


1954- 

68 


725 


222 

95 

48 


Report  on  the  Administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  in 
relation  to  Sampling  and  Analysis  of  Food  and  Drugs  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1954. 

During  the  year  728  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  who  certified  658  to  be  genuine  and  70 

unsatisfactory.  . 

The  samples  detailed  in  the  table  below  were  collected  m the 

following  manner. 

Formal  Samples  : 76.  Appeal  to  Cow  Samples  : 22. 
Informal  Samples  : 630. 


H 
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ArtioUs. 

Total 

Qonulna 

Uniatislactory 

Baby  Foods  

3 

3 

Baking  Powder 

5 

5 

, , 

Biscuits  

2 

2 

Butter  

Cake  and  Bun  Flours  and 

22 

18 

4 

Pudding  Mixtures 

26 

23 

3 

Cereal  Products 

12 

12 

Coffee,  Coffee  and  Chicory 

7 

6 

1 

Cream  

3 

3 

Custard  and  Dessert  Powders 

18 

18 

Dessicated  Coconut  

4 

4 

Dried  Milk  

2 

1 

1 

Fish  (Tinned  or  Potted)  ... 

4 

4 

Flavouring  Essences 

4 

4 

Flour  

34 

26 

8 

Gravy  Powder  

7 

7 

Herbs  and  Spices  

53 

52 

1 

Jellies  

32 

32 

Margarine  

3 

3 

Meat  and  Pish  Pastes 

27 

27 

Meat  (Tinned)  

2 

2 

Medicines  and  Drugs  

104 

93 

ii 

Milk  

213 

182 

31 

Peas  (Tinned  or  Dried) 

10 

9 

1 

Preserves  

26 

24 

2 

Sandwich  Spread  

0 

2 

Sauces  and  Pickles  

16 

14 

1 

Soups  

21 

17 

4. 

Sponge  Mixtures  

5 

5 

Suet 

5 

6 

Tea  

13 

13 

Vinegar  

5 

5 

Others  

39 

37 

’2 

Totals  

728 

658 

70 

MILK 

Thirty-one  samples  of  milk  were  reported  during  the  year  to 
be  unsatisfactory.  Details  of  the  samples  and  the  action  taken 
are  set  out  below,  and  each  case  is  identified  by  a letter  of  the 
alphabet. 

Case  A.  ^Three  informal  samples  of  milk  were  reported  to 
be  deficient  of  fat.  These  samples  were  taken  from  three  churns 
from  a total  consignment  of  eight  churns.  The  sample  of  bulk 
milk  was  found  to  be  genuine,  and  no  further  action  was  taken. 

Case  B. — ^An  informal  sample  of  milk  was  reported  to  be  8% 
deficient  of  butter  fat  and  contained  2.5%  added  water.  Five 
formal  samples  were  obtained  at  the  place  of  delivery  and  these 
were  found  to  be  genuine — no  further  action  was  taken. 


Case  C. — Three  informal  samples  from  a total  consig^nment 
of  nine  churns  were  reported  to  be  deficient  of  fat.  A bulk  sample 
from  a whole  consig-nment  was  found  to  be  genuine,  and  no 
further  action  was  taken. 

Case  D. — Two  informal  samples  of  channel  island  milk  were 
reported  to  be  deficient  of  fat,  but  a bulk  sample  from  the  total 
consignment  was  found  to  be  genuine.  The  farmer  was  visited 
and  informed  of  the  results  and  advised  to  improve  his  standards. 

Case  E. — ^Two  informal  samples  of  channel  island  milk  were 
reported  to  be  deficient  of  fat.  Bulk  samples  from  the  whole 
consignment  were  satisfactory,  but  some  of  the  churns  were  found 
to  be  slightly  below  the  required  standard  of  4%  butter  fat.  These 
results  were  reported  to  the  farmer  who  promised  to  endeavour  to 
improve  the  quality  of  the  milk. 

Case  F. — Two  informal  samples  of  milk,  being  part  of  a 
consignment  of  five  churns  were  reported  to  be  deficient  of  3% 
butter  fat.  A bulk  sample  of  the  total  consignment  was  found  to 
be  genuine  and  no  further  action  was  taken. 

Case  G. — Two  formal  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  from  a 
farm  within  the  County  Area  following  a complaint  from  a pro- 
cessing dairy  that  the  milk  was  of  poor  quality.  Both  samples 
were  found  to  be  deficient  of  butter  fat  to  the  extent  of  ■6%  and 
13%.  It  was  ascertained  that  the  farmer  in  question  had  discon- 
tinued farming  within  a few  days  of  the  sample  being  taken  and 
was  leaving  the  country.  Under  these  circumstances  no  action 
was  taken  other  than  to  call  the  farmers’  attention  to  the  deficiency. 

Case  H. — Three  informal  samples  of  milk  were  reported  as 
unsatisfactory,  one  a sample  of  mornings  milk  Being  deficient  of 
fat,  and  two  reported  to  contain  added  water.  Seven  formal 
samples  on  delivery  were  found  to  be  comparative  with  the  results 
of  the  informal  samples.  The  farmer  was  advised  to  change  his 
methods  of  watering  his  cattle  and  repeat  samples  obtained  later 
were  all  reported  to  be  genuine. 

Case  I. — Two  informal  samples  were  reported  as  unsatisfac- 
tory in  that  one  contained  added  water,  the  other  being  deficient 
of  fat.  .Accordingly  “appeal  to  cow’’  samples  were  taken,  when 
it  was  found  that  the  milk  was  genuine  as  it  came  from  the  cows. 
The  farmer  was  advised  as  to  his  methods  of  feeding  and  watering 
of  his  cattle. 

Case  }. — Ten  formal  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  from  cafes 
within  the  City  and  all  samples  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
Of  these,  three  were  reported  to  be  slightly  deficient  of  fat  and 
the  vendors  were  cautioned.  In  the  other  seven  cases,  five  contained 
added  water  and  two  both  added  water  and  a deficiency  of  fat. 
Magisterial  proceedings  were  instituted  and  the  cases  proved.  A 
report  on  same  will  be  found  under  Magisterial  Proceedings. 

Case  K.  An  informal  sample  of  milk  was  reported  to  be 
deficient  of  fat  and  containing  added  water.  Five  formal  samples 


were  obtained  at  the  place  of  delivery  and  these  were  reported 
to  be  genuine.  No  further  action  was  taken  in  the  circumstances. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  apart  from  the  milk  sampled  at 
the  cafes  mentioned  above,  no  other  formal  sample  of  milk  was 
found  to  be  adulterated  by  the  addition  of  water. 

OTHER  FOODS 

Of  the  remaining  twenty-eight  samples  of  food  other  than 
milk  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  three  were  formal  samples  and 
twenty-five  informal  samples.  Four  informal  samples  comprising 
dried  milk  powder,  and  pudding  mixtures,  were  unsatisfactory 
due  to  rancidity  and  mite  infestations,  and  the  remaining  stocks 
of  these  articles  were  surrendered  by  the  vendors  and  destroyed. 

Butter. 

One  informal  and  one  formal  sample  of  butter  were  reported 
to  contain  excess  water.  The  vendor  who  was  also  the  blender 
was  prosecuted  and  fined  and  ^2  costs.  A formal  sample  of 
butter  was  reported  by  the  Analyst  to  contain  excess  water. 
Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  Company  concerned  and 
a fine  of  ;^i5  and  two  guineas  costs  were  imposed.  A further 
formal  sample  of  butter  was  reported  by  the  Analyst  to  be  un- 
satisfactory in  that  it  contained  excess  water.  This  was  Danish 
butter  packed  by  a firm  in  England.  A letter  was  sent  to  the  firm 
calling  their  attention  to  the  excess  of  water.  A reply  was 
received  regretting  this  excess  moisture  and  stating  that  checks 
were  made  in  their  laboratory  to  ensure  that  butter  sent  out  by 
them  complied  with  the  statutory  standards.  Further  samples 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence. 

An  informal  sample  was  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  that 
it  was  deficient  of  20%  caffeine.  A formal  sample  was  obtained 
and  reported  to  be  genuine.  No  further  action  was  taken. 

Flour. 

Seven  informal  samples  of  flour  were  reported  to  be  deficient 
of  the  prescribed  amount  of  Calcium  Carbonate.  Details  of  the 
samples  were  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  (Flour  Order  1953). 
An  informal  sample  of  flour  was  brought  to  the  office  by  a house- 
holder who  complained  of  extraneous  matter  in  the  flour.  The 
Analyst  reported  that  the  flour  contained  husks  of  foreign  seeds, 
vegetable  fibres  and  fragments  of  metallic  iron  or  steel.  The 
packers  of  this  flour  were  notified  and  a reply  was  received  that  the 
unsatisfactory  flour  was  due  to  a breakdown  in  the  screening 
process  and  that  they  had  immediately  withdrawn  the  remainder 
of  the  consignment  from  sale.  No  further  action  was  taken.. 


Dried  Mixed  Herbs. 

An  informal  sample  of  dried  mixed  herbs  was  reported  to  be 
unsatisfactory  in  that  it  contained  12.5  parts  per  million  lead  and 
17  parts  per  million  copper.  Upon  re-visiting  the  shop  for  a 
formal  sample  it  was  found  that  the  remainder  of  this  particular 
consignment  had  been  sold- 

Peas. 

An  informal  sample  of  processed  peas  was  reported  as  contain- 
ing excessive  lead.  The  shop  was  re-visited  but  no  more  tins  of 
that  particular  consignment  were  in  stock.  The  manufacturers 
were  notified  and  a reply  was  received  that  tests  were  carried  out 
regularly  and  the  high  lead  content  may  possibly  have  been  due 
to  solder  splash  in  the  seam  of  the  tin. 

Preserves. 

.A.n  informal  sample  of  jam  was  reported  to  be  slightly  low 
in  solids.  A formal  sample  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  An  informal 
sample  of  lemon  curd  was  reported  to  be  6.25%  deficient  of  fat. 
.A.s  this  sample  was  submitted  at  the  close  of  the  year  it  was  not 
possible  to  obtain  a formal  sample  for  inclusion  in  this  report.  A 
formal  sample  will  be  obtained,  the  result  of  which  will  be  included 
in  next  years  Annual  Report. 

Pickles. 

This  was  an  informal  sample  of  pickles  reported  to  contain 
1.25  parts  per  million  lead.  Upon  re-visit  for  a formal  sample 
there  was  none  in  stock  at  the  shop  and  at  the  close  of  the  year 
this  particular  brand  had  not  been  re-encountered. 

Soups. 

Four  informal  samples  of  soup  were  reported  by  the  Analyst 
to  contain  excessive  lead.  The  Manufacturers  on  being  notified 
replied  that  samples  taken  by  them  had  not  revealed  any  excess 
lead.  Upon  re-visit  to  the  shops  it  was  found  that  no  further  soups 
of  the  particular  consignments  were  available.  Repeat  samples 
since  taken  have  been  satisfactory. 

Bread. 

This  was  a sample  submitted  for  confirmation  of  foreign 
matter  in  the  loaf.  The  foreign  body  was  confirmed  by  the  Analyst 
as  being  an  insect  which  resembled  a meal  beetle.  The  bakehouse 
was  visited  and  the  baker  cautioned. 

Meringue  Powder. 

This  was  an  informal  sample  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  in 
that  the  sample  consisted  of  cane  sugar  with  the  addition  of  Ethyl 
Methyl  Cellulose  flavouring  and  colouring  whereas  in  the  Analyst’s 
opinion  the  powder  should  be  described  as  meringue  substitute 


powder  as  meringues  are  made  from  sugar  and  albumen.  A letter 
was  sent  to  the  Manufacturers  calling  their  attention  to  the  un- 
satisfactory sample  and  advising  them  of  the  Analyst’s  comments. 

Medicines  and  Drugs. 

Glycerine. 

An  informal  and  formal  sample  of  Glycerine  were  reported  as 
unsatisfactory  in  that  the  informal  sample  was  not  of  B.P.  quality 
and  the  formal  sample  contained  0.5%  excess  water.  Seven 
remaining  bottles  in  stock  were  surrendered  by  the  shopkeeper. 

Iodine. 

This  was  an  informal  sample  of  iodine  reported  by  the  Analyst 
to  be  deficient  of  iodine  and  containing  excess  potassium  iodine. 
A formal  sample  was  taken  which  was  certified  to  be  genuine. 

Lung  and  Throat  Mixture. 

This  was  an  informal  sample  certified  as  being  deficient  of 
acetic  acid.  It  was  not  possible  to  obtain  a formal  sample  as  it 
was  found  upon  re-visiting  the  shop  that  no  further  bottles  were 
in  stock. 

Syrup  of  Figs. 

An  informal  sample  and  a formal  sample  of  syrup  of  figs  were 
reported  as  unsatisfactory  in  that  they  were  not  of  B.P.  formula. 
The  Manufacturers  were  notified  of  this  and  replied  that  their 
syrup  of  figs  is  clearly  designated  as  a “proprietary”  designation 
and  quoted  case  law  in  support  of  their  claim.  Under  these 
circumstances  no  further  action  was  taken. 

Indian  Brandee. 

This  was  a formal  sample  obtained  in  connection  with  an 
unsatisfactory  sample  reported  in  last  years  Annual  Report.  The 
sample  was  reported  as  unsatisfactory  as  there  was  no  spirit  aether 
nitros  present,  the  label  stating  8.5%  when  packed.  The  manu- 
facturers were  notified  and  they  replied  that  the  aether  nitros 
decomposes  rapidly  and  tests  show  very  little  is  present  after  a 
few  days.  In  their  opinion  the  customer  is  not  prejudiced  because 
the  carminative  properties  of  Indian  Brandee  are  due  to  the  choloro- 
form,  menthol,  alcohol  and  tincture  cardam  co  with  the  decom- 
position products  of  spirit  aether  nitros  as  an  adjuvant  and  flavour. 
Further  their  label  complies  with  Section  ii  of  the  Pharmacy  and 
Medicines  Act,  1941,  because  they  state  on  the  label  each  of  the 
ingredients  of  which  it  has  been  compounded. 

Lime  Water. 

This  sample  was  the  subject  of  a complaint  by  a householder 
who  purchased  a bottle  of  lime  water  from  a local  chemist.  The 
analyst  reported  that  the  sample  was  not  lime  water,  but  was, 


in  fact,  a io%  solution  of  ammonium  bicarbonate.  This  matter 
was  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  and  the  chemist  in  question 
was  cautioned. 

Raspberry  Vinegar  and  Olive  Oil. 

This,  an  informal  sample,  was  reported  as  being-  unsatis- 
factory, in  that  raspberry  flavouring-  was  present  and  not  rasp- 
berry vineg-ar.  No  formal  sample  was  obtained,  as  when  re-visiting 
the  shop  for  that  purpose,  it  was  found  that  there  was  no  more 
of  this  product  in  stock. 

Rennies. 

An  informal  sample  of  Rennies  was  reported  to  contain  50% 
excess  of  aluminium  Hydroxide  and  deficient  of  13%  calcium 
carbonate.  A formal  sample  obtained  in  connection  with  same  was 
certified  by  the  .Analyst  to  be  genuine. 

Laxative  Chocolate. 

This  was  an  informal  sample  reported  by  the  analyst  to  be 
deficient  of  35.9%  phenolpthalein.  This  sample  having  been  taken 
at  the  close  of  the  year  and  the  result  of  the  analysis  not  being 
received  during  this  year  under  review,  a formal  sample  will  be 
obtained  and  the  report  on  same  included  in  next  years  Annual 
Report. 

Analysis  of  Sample  Results. 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  be  adulterated  ...  7.84 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  contain  foreign  bodies  .07 
Percentage  of  samples  found  to  have  labelling 

contraventions  ...  ...  •••  i-i 

Percentage  of  samples  found  to  be  unfit  by  reason 

of  rancidity,  infestation,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  -6 

Total  percentage  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  g.6i 

ICE  CREAM 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947 — 1952. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture, 
storage,  and  sale  of  ice  cream  within  the  city  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  together  with  comparative  figures  for  recent  years  are  as 
follows  : — 

1951-  1952-  1953-  1954- 

No.  of  premises  registered  for 

manufacture  and  sale  ...  ...  89  71  72  68 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  storage 

and  sale  only  ...  ...  ...  5^3  775  725 

During  the  year  inspections  of  premises  and  vehicles  were 
made  and  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for 


examination  for  bacteriological  cleanliness  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry’s  provisional  grades. 

The  samples  were  graded  as  follows  : — 


Grade  i 

44 

1 Satisfactory 

Grade  2 

10  . 

Grade  3 

15 

1 Unsatisfactory 

Grade  4 

16 

i 

The  thirty-one  samples  of  ice  cream  which  vyere  graded  as 
unsatisfactory  failed  mainly  through  inefficient  methods  of 
sterilizing  of  equipment,  and  unsatisfactory  methods  of  storage. 
The  high  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  due  chiefly  to 
failures  from  one  supply.  In  this  case  twelve  samples  were 
obtained  from  a van,  a kiosk,  and  the  factory  with  the  following 
results  : 

Grade  i 3 samples 

Grade  2 Nil 

Grade  3 3 samples 

Grade  4 6 samples 


Investigations  were  carried  out  and  the  methods  of  storage 
and  transport  were  found  to  be  suspect,  the  manufacturer  was 
cautioned. 

In  the  other  cases,  manufacturers  were  given  advice,  with  the 
result  that  when  repeat  samples  were  obtained  they  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  The  table  below  gives  a comparison  of  the 
results  of  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  during  the  period  1948  to 
1954  inclusive.  The  number  of  samples  for  1954  is  considerably 
below  those  taken  in  previous  years.  The  explanation  of  this  is 
that  although  there  are  still  sixty-eight  registered  manufacturers 
of  ice  cream  in  the  city  very  few  are  now  actually  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream.  This  is  a reflection  of  the  great  increase 
that  has  taken  place  in  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice  cream  manufactured 
by  large  companies  on  a national  scale. 


Table  of  Comparison  of  Ice  Cream  Samples  Taken  1948—54. 


No.  of 
Samples 

No. 

Satisfactory 

No. 

Unsatisfactory 

% Unsatisfactory 

1948 

170 

99 

71 

1949 

154 

86 

68 

1950 

139 

96 

43 

31% 

1951 

142 

112 

30 

21% 

1952 

221 

165 

56 

25% 

1953 

116 

92 

24 

21% 

1954 

85 

54 

31 

37% 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 

During  the  year  forty-nine  samples  of  food  were  submitted  to 
the  laboratory  in  connection  with  cases  of  food  poisoning,  para- 
typhoid, typhoid,  and  complaints  from  the  general  public,  school 
kitchens  and  canteens.  These  included  Tinned  Cream,  Meat, 
Corned  Beef,  Tinned  Raspberries,  Dressed  Crab,  Cheese, 
Chocolate  Cream  Cake,  Meat  Pie,  Dripping,  Black  Pudding,  Soup 
Powder,  Cooked  Mussels,  Jam,  Ice  Lollies,  Salami  Sausage. 

Seven  samples  were  reported  as  being  unsatisfactory,  these 
consisted  of  one  iced  lolly,  one  meat,  and  five  tins  of  cream.  The 
sample  of  iced  lolly  was  reported  as  being  heavily  contaminated 
with  common  organisms  but  no  pathogenic  strains  were  isolated 
and  contamination  was  probably  due  to  long  storage  and  from 
the  outside  wrapper.  The  premises  where  the  lollies  were  stored 
were  visited  and  the  rest  of  the  stock  was  destroyed.  The  vendor 
was  advised  about  storage  methods. 

The  unsatisfactory  sample  of  meat  was  an  opened  tin  of 
im{X)rted  meat  and  gravy  and  was  reported  to  have  a heavy 
bacterial  contamination. 

Twenty-six  tins  of  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory 
in  connection  with  the  suspected  typhoid  infection  in  Irish  tinned 
cream,  five  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory  for  various  causes  but 
no  evidence  of  typhoid  was  found,  .^part  from  the  five  unsatis- 
factory tins  of  cream  many  others  were  found  during  inspections 
to  be  blown  and  these  together  with  a number  of  suspected  tins  of 
certain  code  marks  were  surrendered  and  destroyed.  All  the 
remaining  stocks  of  this  brand  of  cream  were  collected  and 
returned  to  the  importers  as  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Seven  other  brands  of  Irish  cream  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  all  were  reported  as  being  satisfactory. 

Butter  Factories  and  Wholesale  Dealers  in  Margarine. 

1954- 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  butter  factories  •••  2 

-Number  of  premi.ses  registered  as  wholesale  dealers  in 

margarine  ...  ...  ...  •••  .31 

During  the  year  1954,  thirty-six  visits  were  made  to  the 
Butter  Factories,  and  five  visits  in  connection  with  the  registration 
of  wholesale  dealers  in  Margarine. 

COVENTRY  CORPORATION  ACT,  1948, 

Sections  56  and  76 

FOOD  HAWKERS 

This  .'\ct  provides  for  the  registration  of  all  persons  not 
keeping  open  shop  who  sell,  offer  or  expose  for  sale  any  food 
from  any  cart,  barrow  or  other  vehicle  or  from  any  basket,  pail, 
tray  or  other  receptacle.  The  premises  used  as  storage  accom- 
modation for  anv  food  intended  for  sale  from  such  vehicles  or 
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receptacles  are  also  required  to  be  registered.  In  December,  1954, 
the  number  of  persons  on  the  register  was  twenty-five  and  in 
eighteen  instances  the  premises  were  also  registered. 

During  the  year  five  applications  were  received  from  persons 
who  wished  to  be  registered  as  food  hawkers.  The  premises  were 
visited  and  if  they  were  not  found  to  be  satisfactory  registration 
was  withheld  until  suggested  alterations  were  carried  out. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  MARKETS,  SHOPS  AND 

STORES 

During  the  year  5812  inspections  were  made  of  markets,  shops 
and  stalls,  etc.,  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  exposed  for  sale. 
Of  this  number  1946  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
food  to  ascertain  its  fitness  or  otherwise  for  human  consumption. 
In  the  cases  where  food  was  found  to  be  unfit  it  was  surrendered 
by  the  owner  and  a surrender  certificate  was  issued.  The 
surrendered  foods  were  destroyed  locally  at  the  refuse  destructor 
except  where  they  had  some  value  as  animal  feeding  stocks. 

The  quantities  of  food  surrendered  as  unfit  during  the  year  are 
set  out  below  : — 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 


Total  Weight  of  Foods  Surrendered. 


tons. 

cwts. 

qrs. 

Ihs. 

Meat 

3 

10 

2 

9l 

Fish  

8 

17 

0 

0 

Poultry 

I 

0 

7i 

Fresh  Fruit  and  Vegetables  ... 

2 

II 

0 

13 

Dried  Fruit 

5 

0 

20 

Other  Foods  ... 

6 

14 

2 

9 

21 

19 

2 

3i 

Canned  Foods. 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  2,731  cans 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  ...  13,871  cans 

Others  ...  ...  ...  3,218  cans 

The  following  parts  of  carcases  of  cottagers’  pigfs  which  were 
found  on  examination  to  be  diseased  were  also  surrendered  and 
destroyed  : — 

Lungs  ...  I • Hearts  ...  2 Livers  ...  i 

MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Magisterial  proceedings  were  instituted  in  twenty-five 
instances  involving  the  service  of  forty-two  summonses. 

In  eight  cases  where  eleven  summonses  were  served  in  respect 
to  contraventions  of  Section  3 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  i93S> 
fines  and  costs  amounting  to  ;^69  17s.  od.  were  imposed  upon  the 
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defendants.  An  additional  case,  where  two  summonses  were  served 
in  connection  with  contraventions  of  Section  3 of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1938,  the  magistrates  dismissed  both  summonses.  This 
case  related  to  pork  sausages  which  were  not  of  the  substance 
and  not  of  the  quality  demanded  by  the  purchaser.  The  Local 
.Authority  appealed  to  the  Court  of  the  Queen’s  Bench  Division 
against  the  decision  of  the  City  Magistrates.  The  Divisional  Court 
reversed  the  decision  and  instructed  the  Magistrates  to  convict.  A 
fine  and  costs  amounting  to  ;^6  4s.  od.  were  imposed. 

One  case  requiring  the  service  of  two  summonses  related  to 
a contravention  of  Section  9 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  in 
that  food  was  sold  in  an  unfit  condition.  Fines  and  costs  totalling 
;^Ao  3s.  od.  were  imposed.  Another  case  involving  the  service 
of  one  summons  was  concerned  with  a contravention  of  Section  32 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  where  butter  containing  water  in 
excess  of  the  statutory  percentage  (16%)  was  sold.  A fine  and 
costs  of  ;^7  8s.  od.  were  imposed. 

In  eleven  instances  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect  to 
noncompliance  with  statutory  abatement  notices  under  Sections 
92  and  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  concerning  statutory 
nuisances  found  to  exist  in  dwelling  houses.  The  magistrates 
made  an  order  in  one.  instance  requiring  the  work  to  be  done 
within  a specified  period.  In  each  of  the  remaining  ten  instances 
the  magistrates  adjourned  the  case  subject  to  a satisfactory  under- 
taking being  given  by  the  property  owner  that  the  requirements 
of  the  abatement  notice  would  be  complied  with. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  in  one  instance  relating  to  the 
keeping  of  pigs  in  an  insanitary  sty  at  the  rear  of  a dwelling 
house.  The  magistrates  made  an  order  for  the  pig  keeping  to  be 
discontinued. 

Fourteen  summonses  were  served  in  connection  with  two  plots 
of  'land  which  were  occupied  by  moveable  dwellings  in  contraven- 
tion of  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936.  Fines  totalling 
;^io  w'ere  imposed  upon  one  landowner  and  the  occupiers  of  the 
moveable  dwellings  stationed  thereon.  In  the  other  instance  the 
magistrates  granted  adjournments  of  the  summonses  pending  the 
decision  of  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  a 
planning  appeal  lodged  by  the  landowner.  The  result  of  the  appeal 
was  not  made  known  by  the  year  end. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  extensive  re-development  in  the  central  area  has  included 
the  opening  of  three  large  restaurants  and  consequently  several 
small  establishments  have  closed  due  to  the  increased  competition. 
A satisfactory  feature  of  this  rebuilding  has  been  that  the  control 
of  the  design  and  equipment  of  the  restaurants  has  begun  at  the 
planning  stage,  and  various  improvements  suggested  have  l^en 
included  in  the  final  work.  One  large  firm  agreed  before  their 
opening  to  the  food  handling  staff,  130  in  number,  receiving 


122 


instruction  in  Food  Hygiene.  Co-operation  of  this  kind  is 
admirable  and  it  is  hoped  to  extend  the  offer  of  such  lectures  to 
other  firms  of  sufficient  size. 

The  importance  of  Food  Hygiene  instruction  makes  such 
lectures  a vital  factor  in  the  drive  against  food  poisoning.  This  is 
best  illustrated  by  a comparison  of  the  danger  to  Public  Health 
presented  by  careless  and  ignorant  food  handlers  in  the  most  ideal 
of  kitchens  and  by  the  trained  conscientious  food  handler  in  a 
structurally  unsatisfactory  and  dirty  kitchen.  The  personal  source 
of  contamination  of  food  is  undoubtedly  the  vital  source.  Admirable 
as  the  intention  of  the  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  in  regard  to 
structural  matters,  it  becomes  even  more  apparent  that  the  wisdom 
of  allowing  any  person,  however  untrained  in  the  elements  of 
Food  Hygiene,  to  prepare  food  becomes  increasingly  suspect.  The 
ignorance  displayed  and  misconceptions  held  on  the  origin  and 
nature  of  food  poisoning  by  many  people  attending  lectures  is  often 
quite  appalling. 

During  the  year  two  courses  of  six  lectures  each  were  offered 
to  any  food  handler  who  wished  to  attend.  These  were  organised 
in  conjunction  with  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Association  and  on 
the  completion  of  each  course  an  examination  was  held,  and  the 
certificates  of  the  Association  were  issued  to  the  successful 
candidates.  Approximately  140  people  attended  the  courses  ; a 
most  encouraging  response. 

The  disadvantage  of  this  form  of  instruction  is  that  the  food 
handlers  who  attend  do  so  voluntarily,  and  it  is  obvious  that  it  is 
the  interested  and  keen  food  handler  who  makes  the  effort.  There 
is  need  however  for  the  less  interested  to  be  stimulated  and  to 
this  end  the  larger  firms  are  being  approached  to  allow  lectures 
to  be  given  to  staff  in  working  time.  300  employees  have  received 
instruction  in  this  way  during  the  year  and  short  informal  talks 
to  the  staffs  of  the  smaller  food  preparing  premises  have  been 
given  by  inspectors  at  times  of  routine  visits.  These  methods  should 
ensure  that  the  most  disinterested  food  handlers  will  at  least  have 
some  basic  information  about  the  importance  of  personal  hygiene, 
and  perhaps  their  consciences  may  be  stirred  for  the  future  benefit 
of  the  community. 

COVENTRY  CORPORATION  ACTS,  1948  & 1954 
SMOKE  PREVENTION 

The  year  under  review  can  be  considered  as  a landmark  in  the 
appalling  history  of  air  pollution — previously  there  has  been  too 
much  national  apathy  upon  the  subject.  Fortunately  there  are 
now  quite  definite  signs  that  the  hard  core  of  resistance  to  necessary 
controlling  measures  is  tending  to  crumble. 

The  Beaver  Report  was  presented  to  Parliament  in  November, 
1954  and  there  is  likelihood  of  improved  legislation  upon  smoke 
prevention  materialising  in  the  near  future. 
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r'inancial  losses  caused  in  various  ways  by  smoke  pollution 
in  this  country  have  been  roug-hly  estimated  at  up  to  2'5o  million 
pounds  per  year  and  g^ive  some  indication  of  the  saving's  which 
could  result  from  a satisfactory  solution  of  the  problem.  * 

Under  their  local  act  of  1948  and  amending-  act  of  1934  the 
Coventry  City  Council  were  the  first  Local  Authority  in  the  country 
to  achieve  a smokeless  zone  and  to  operate  their  powers  of  prior 
approval  for  proposed  fuel  burning  installations.  Since  that  time 
the  interest  evidenced  by  other  Local  Authorities  in  the  Coventry 
project  has  increased  progressively.  The  experience  gained  and 
the  mass  of  detail  accumulated  by  our  inspectorate  in  their  work 
have  been  of  the  greatest  assistance  in  formulating  replies  to  the 
many  enquiries  directed  to  the  department  from  outside  sources. 
The  matters  concerning-  which  information  has  been  sought  are 
not  always  easy  to  clarify  because  circumstances  vary  from  one 
authority  to  another  and  the  establishment  of  distinct  smokeless 
zones  presents  a series  of  problems  which  obviously  differ  in 
certain  respects. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  speculative  enterprise  is  so  intimately 
involved  in  smoke  pollution — a matter  which  by  its  very  elimination 
would  contribute  handsomely  to  the  improvement  of  health  and 
amenity.  Converselv,  because  pollution  has  been  tolerated,  in  an 
apathetic  manner  for  many  years,  as  a normal  state  of  affairs,  its 
proposed  control  in  a localised  area  tends  to  be  viewed  with 
suspicion  by  some  sections  of  the  community. 

Local  authorities  constcious  of  the  wasted  years,  have  a 
tendency  during  the  planning  of  a smokeless  zone  to  make  its 
application  as  wide  as  possible.  Whilst  this  desire  may  be 
admirable,  its  proposed  application  would  certainly  give  rise  to 
a wide  unreasoning  prejudice  and  opposition  ; any  form  of  positive 
control  of  this  nature  should  be  applied  gradually  and  involve  the 
minimum  of  interference  with  personal  freedom.  The  usual  form 
of  limited  smokeless  zone  procedure  lends  itself  to  easier  application 
than  would  be  the  case  of  a large  scale  enactment  prohibiting 
smoke.  Accurate  assessment  of  the  possible  intensity  of 
opposition  and  the  degree  of  upheaval  involved  should  be  made  by 
every  local  authority  before  the  promotion  or  extension  of  a 
smokeless  zone.  .Subsequent  extensions  of  an  initial  zone,  whilst 
requiring  considerable  thought  and  practical  survey  work,  are 
administratively  simpler  compared  with  the  first  bold  step  of 
“barrier  breaking”. 

The  measures  adopted  in  Coventry  have  received  the  blessing 
of  the  Beaver  Committee  and  their  Report  recommends  the 
application  of  similar  principles  for  the  whole  country  by  means 
of  adoptive  legislation.  Moreover  the  Committee  s added 
recommendations  for  the  establishment  of  “near  smokeless  zones 
referred  to  as  “smoke  areas”  greatly  strengthen  the  powers  of 
Local  .'\uthorities. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936-^ECTION  101:  SMOKE 

Although  a leading  engineering  centre,  Coventry  does  not  have 
to  endure  the  type  of  smoke  polluted  atmosphere  which  exists  in 
many  industrial  cities  and  towns.  The  Local  Authority  has  been 
far-sighted  and  in  keeping  abreast  of  modern  conceptions  of  the 
problem  has  ensured  that  the  continuing  expansion  and  develop- 
ment of  the  city  shall  not  be  complicated  by  a deterioration  of 
general  conditions  and  amenities  through  smoke  pollution. 

An  advantage  which  Coventry  enjoys  in  comparison  with 
northern  industrial  cities  is  that  many  of  the  larger  industrial 
establishments  are  of  fairly  recent  construction,  organized  on 
modern  lines,  and  relying  to  a large  extent  upon  electrical  power 
motivation.  Potential  smoke  producing  installations  are  used 
solely  for  process  work  or  space  heating.  Many  of  these  boiler 
plants  are  oil  fired,  or  used  in  conjunction  with  scientifically 
devised  mechanical  stoking  equipment  which  eliminates  the 
unreliable  “human  element’’  factor  of  hand-firing. 

However,  a number  of  industrial  and  other  establishments, 
mainly  of  the  older  type,  or  where  plant  operation  and  maintenance 
is  not  efficient,  have  been  offenders.  During  the  year  53  com- 
plaints were  received  and  884  observations  were  made  of  chimneys 
at  66  factories.  In  the  instances  where  nuisances  were  observed, 
representations  by  verbal  and/or  written  notices  were  made  to  the 
managements.  Where  installations  were  found  to  be  hand-fired, 
efforts  were  made  to  induce  managements  to  instal  mechanical 
methods  of  stoking  and  to  adopt  modern  methods  for  rapid 
diagnosis  of  combustion,  and  equally  rapidly  operated  means  for 
rectification  in  accordance  with  the  prior-approval  code  of  require- 
ments in  force  for  new  installations.  Seventeen  written  notices 
were  served  and  22  verbal  notices  given. 

DUST  AND  GRIT  EMISSION 

Investigations  have  been  made  following  complaints  of  dust 
and  grit  emission  during  the  year  at  several  factories  in  the  city. 
Such  complaints  related  to  emissions  from  pulverised  fuel  installa- 
tions, an  atritor  test  house,  from  plating  and  metal  polishing 
establishments,  and  aluminium  refineries. 

Continuous  measurement  of  the  extent  of  aerial  pollution  in 
the  city  is  carried  on  at  three  deposit  gauge  stations,  and  monthly 
analyses  of  deposited  matter  are  forwarded  to  the  Department  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  It  is  proposed  to  increase  the 
number  of  air  pollution  stations  in  the  near  future  in  order  that 
more  accurate  estimations  of  weights  of  soluble  and  insoluble 
deposited  matter  may  be  made. 
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PRIOR-APPROVAL  OF  PROPOSED  FUEL-BURNING 

INSTALLATIONS 

This  important  provision  of  the  Coventry  Corporation  Acts 
1948  and  1954,  which  allows  for  the  submission  of  plans,  proposals 
and  particulars  of  proposed  plant  for  consideration  against  a code 
of  requirements,  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily.  The  require- 
ments ^contained  in  the  code,  which  relate  to  type  and  design  of 
the  installation,  load,  fuel,  method  of  firing,  grit  arresters,  feed 
water  arrangements,  smoke  indicators  and  instrumentation,  have 
as  their  aim  the  production  of  a smokeless  installation  of  high 
combustion  efficiency. 

The  Coventry  Corporation  Act  1954,  which  received  Royal 
.Assent  on  the  30th  July,  1954,  contained  a provision  to  extend 
the  application  of  prior-approval  to  “any  furnace”  (excluding 
domestic).  The  Act  of  1948  restricted  application  of  this  form  of 
smoke  prevention  to  furnaces  for  “steam  raising  or  for  any  manu- 
facturing or  trade  purposes”.  It  is  unfortunate  that  both  local 
Acts  of  Parliament  suffer  from  the  defect  that  the  submission-for- 
approval  of  plans  of  proposed  plant  is  a voluntary  act. 

The  Beaver  Committee  agreed  that  prior-approval  of  furnaces 
as  practised  by  Act-promoting  local  authorities  such  as  Coventry 
would,  if  applied  nationally,  “be  valuable  as  a means  of  securing 
that  new  plant  is  designed  not  only  to  avoid  making  dark  smoke, 
but  also  to  secure  the  best  possible  standard  of  smoke  reduction”. 
(Paragraph  104).  The  advantage  of  compulsory  submission  of 
plans  is  self-evident  and  one  would  expect  to  find  it  as  a corollary 
of  the  quoted  statement.  Instead,  the  voluntary  participation 
procedure,  with  which  Coventry  and  many  other  local  authorities 
have  had  to  be  content  in  spite  of  prodigious  efforts  to  amend  it, 
is  recommended  for  the  future  and  will  possibly  be  so  enacted  in 
the  forthcoming  “Clean  Air  Bill”. 

NOISE 

Although  noise  does  not  come  within  the  definition  of  a 
statutory  nuisance  within  the  meaning  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  complaints  are  frequently  received  from  residents  concerning 
nuisances  from  noise,  and  in  the  absence  of  legal  powers  only 
informal  action  can  be  taken. 

Elimination  of  noise  from  industrial  sources  does  in  some 
instances,  present  very  difficult  problems  while  in  others  simple 
solutions  are  to  be  found.  Often  a little  forethought  by  the  plan- 
ning engineers  of  industrial  concerns  upon  the  siting  or  location 
in  the  factory  of  noise  producing  machinery  can  do  much  to 
prevent  conditions  which  may  gfive  cause  for  complaint,  unfortun- 
ately this  is  a matter  frequently  overlooked. 

On  the  whole  industrialists  are  extremely  co-operative  with 
the  Department  and  the  friendly  spirit  existing  between  factory 
management  and  officers  of  the  Department  enables  much  to  be 
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done  in  the  way  of  removing  cause  for  complaint,  by  the  informal 
action  taken  which  often  entails  considerable  expenditure  and 
inconvenience  to  the  firms  concerned. 

During  the  year  thirty-two  complaints  were  made  to  the 
Department  concerning  noise  nuisances.  These  related  to  twenty- 
three  engineering  establishments,  four  wood  working  establish- 
ments and  five  other  industrial  establishments.  In  each  case  the 
complaint  was  thoroughly  investigated  and  in  some  instances  the 
noise  was  either  removed  altogether  or  considerably  reduced. 
There  is,  however,  one  source  of  noise  which  so  far,  has  not 
been  surmounted  and  this  is  from  the  testing  of  jet  turbines  at 
one  of  the  large  industrial  premises,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year 
this  matter  was  still  receiving  the  attention  of  both  the  Department 
and  of  the  management  of  the  factory  concerned. 


127 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Factories. 

The  following  tables  are  inserted  in  compliance  with  Section 
128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Table  1. — Inspections. 


Number  on 

Number  of 

Premises. 

Register. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 of  the  1937 
Act  are  enforced  by  local 
authorities 

67 

6 

2.  Factories  not  included  in 
1,  in  which  Section  7 of  the 
1937  Act  is  enforced  by 
local  authorities . . 

1023 

599 

39 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 of  the  1937  Act 
is  enforced  by  local  authori- 
ties (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises) 

1090 

605 

89 

•• 

Table  IL — Defects. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found. 

cases  ia 

Rfiferrp.H 

prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Sec.  1) 

Overcrowding  (Sec.  2) 

Unreasonable  tempr.  (Sec.  3j 

Inadequate  ventilation  (Sec.  4)  . 

Inefficient  drainage  of  floors 

•• 

-• 

(Sec.  6) 

• • 

Sanitary  conveniences  (Sec.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

3 

. . 

1 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective 
(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

36 

33 

• • 

24 

• • 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(Not  including  offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

2 

Totals  ..  ..  ,. 

39 

' 36 

2 

25 

J 
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Outworkers. 

During  the  year  fifteen  lists  were  received  in  accordance  with 
Section  no  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  from  firms  employing 
outworkers  residing  in  the  City.  Of  these  five  lists  were  received 
in  the  August  return  and  related  to  sixty-four  outworkers  who  were 
employed  as  follows  : — 

Making,  altering  or  cleaning  of  wearing  apparel  ...  ii 

Making  of  cardboard  boxes  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Textile  weaving  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

No  contravention  of  the  Act  relating  to  outworkers’  premises 
was  observed  during  the  year. 

Bakehouses. 

.All  the  bakehouses  in  the  city  come  within  the  purview  of  both 
the  Factories  Acts,  1937,  and  1948,  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  and  for  administration  purposes  are  supervised  by  the 
specialist  section  which  deals  with  factories. 

Three  of  the  fifty-two  bakehouseSi  in  the  city  are  large 
mechanised  bakeries  producing  between  them  most  of  the  bread 
sold  in  the  city  and  probably  that  sold  in  the  surrounding  districts. 
Two  of  these  are  of  fairly  recent  construction,  while  the  third  is 
at  present  undergoing  reconstruction  and  modernisation.  The 
remaining  forty-nine  bakehouses  are  mostly  fairly  small  concerns 
concentrating  mainly  on  the  manufacture  of  flour  confectionery. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  bakehouses  in  the  city 
and  inspections,  etc.,  carried  out  during  the  year: — 


Number  on  register  January,  1954  ...  ...  ...  52 

Number  closed  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  changes  of  occupation  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  new  bakehouses  opened  during  the  year  Nil 
Number  on  register,  December,  1954  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  122 


For  the  first  time  for  many  years  there  were  no  new  bake- 
houses opened,  none  discontinued  and  no  changes  of  occupier,  and 
in  only  one  instance  during  the  year  were  plans  submitted  to  the 
City  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  approval  of  alterations,  etc.,  to 
bakehouse  premises,  these  plans  related  to  the  reconstruction  of 
one  of  three  larger  bakehouses  in  the  city. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  maintained  in  the  bakehouses  is 
high  and  in  no  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  occupier  to  any  contravention  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  in  relation  to  his  premises.  A few'  complaints  were  received 
concerning  foreign  matter  in  bread  and  cakes,  each  case  w'as  not 
considered  serious  enough  to  prosecute  and  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  Council  decided  to  caution  the  offenders. 


REPORT  ON  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT, 
1949  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954—1955 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  the  work  of  Rodent  Control  has  been 
continued  throughout  the  year,  ist  April,  1954,  to  31st  March, 
1955,  by  the  Rodent  Officer  and  the  Rodent  Operatives  supervised 
by  him. 

Complaints  by  occupiers  have  been  investigated  and  treatment 
carried  out  where  necessary.  During  the  year  survey  insp>ections 
have  been  made  and  infestations  dealt  with  forthwith. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  rodent  staff  is  enumerated  in  the 
following  tables  : — 

TABILE  I.  Investigations  and  cases  dealt  with  by  Rodent  Officer. 


No.  of  complaints  of  rat  infested  premises  investigated  690 

No.  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  (Dwelling  houses)  578 

(Business  premises)  67 

(Local  Authority)  39 

No.  of  revisits  to  rat  infested  premises  2039 

No  .of  cases  w’here  rats  gained  access  to  buildings  from  defective 

drains  

No.  of  defective  drains  remedied  30 

No.  of  drains  examined  37 


TABLE  II.  No.  of  cases  dealt  with  and  work  carried  out  by 
Departmental  Rodent  Operatives. 

No.  of  complaints  investigated 

No.  of  premises  inspected  by  survey  (Dwelling  houses)  

(Business  premises)  

(Local  Authority)  

No.  found  to  be  infested  (Dwelling  houses) 

(Business  premises)  

(Local  Authority 

No  of  visits  and  revisits  to  treat  infestations  (Dwelling  houses) 

(Business  premises) 

(Local  Authority) 

No.  of  infestations  treated 

No.  of  infestations  cleared 

No.  of  warfarin  baits  laid 

No.  of  instances  where  gas  was  used  ...  

No.  of  carcases  found  following  treatment 


489 

1591 

31 

32 
367 

911 

32 

1302 

429 

179 

1131 

1058 

8021 

NIL 

144 


Treatment  of  Sewers. 

The  work  of  systematically  baiting  the  sewers  throughout  the 
City  with  poison,  which  is  carried  out  by  the  City  Engineer  s 
Department,  was  not  found  possible  during  the  year  under  review. 
The  shortage  of  suitable  labour  and  the  heavy  demands  made  upon 
existing  personnel  by  redevelopment  projects  and  new  lOuse 
ing  has  given  rise  to  unavoidable  difficulties  m connection  with 
this  branch  of  rodent  repression  work. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  engage  the  necessary  additional 
labour  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  sewer  treatment  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  fisheries  instructions 
However,  the  employment  of  suitable  men  for  t is  ype 
proved  unsuccessful. 


Assurance  has  been  given  by  the  City  Engineer’s  Department 
that  poison  baiting  of  the  sewers  will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  the 
men  accustomed  to  this  work  can  be  released. 

Tips:  Wyken,  Baginton,  Howes  Lane. 

The  above  mentioned  refuse  tips  have  been  inspected  in  the 
past  year  at  monthly  intervals  and  any  infestations  found  have 
been  dealt  with  successfully.  The  routine  inspections  will  be 
continued  and  a maintenance  treatment  carried  out  whenever 
necessary. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  the  ist  April,  1952,  and  makes 
provision  for  the  conduct  of  all  premises  where  pet  animals  are 
kept  for  sale.  It  also  provides  for  the  licencing  of  premises  from 
which  pet  animals  are  sold,  and  gives  power  to  authorities  to 
attach  conditions. 

The  scope  of  this  statute  is  comprehensive  and  legislates  for 
the  welfare,  health,  sanitation  and  safety  of  all  vertebrates  sold 
to  the  general  public.  Before  any  premises  are  reported  upon  to 
Health  Committee  for  the  granting  of  a licence,  the  decision  of 
the  Chief  Fire  Officer  as  to  the  security  of  the  premises  against 
fire  is  obtained.  I am  pleased  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  co-operation  which  is  always  afforded  in  this  respect. 

During  the  year,  twenty  licences  were  granted  to  applicants 
who  had  observed  the  conditions  required  by  the  Act  and  those 
the  Committee  have  attached  to  licences.  Of  this  total,  fourteen 
licences  were  granted  in  respect  to  premises  previously  licensed 
and  six  licences  were  new. 

Forty-eight  visits  to  Pet  Shops  were  made  during  the  year. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

This  Act  controls  the  manufacture  of  rag  flock  and  various 
other  filling  materials  used  in  the  upholstery  trade  insofar  as  their 
cleanliness  is  concerned. 

The  filling  materials  to  which  the  Act  applies  embraces  all 
those  in  general  use  and  ensures  that  only  those  complying  with 
a certain  standard  of  cleanliness  are  used. 

Regulations  made  under  the  Act  lay  down  prescribed  standards 
of  cleanliness  for  each  type  of  filling  and  name  certain  prescribed 
Analysts  who  are  empowered  to  carry  out  the  tests. 

There  are  in  Coventry  no  manufacturers  of  any  filling  materials 
to  which  the  Act  applies  and  all  such  materials  used  in  the  city 
are  purchased  under  warranty  as  complying  with  the  required 
standard  of  cleanliness. 

Two  licences  have  been  issued  during  the  year  in  pursuant  to 
the  provisions  of  Section  y of  the  Act  authorising  the  storage  of 
rag  flock  and  twenty  premises  are  registered  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  2 of  the  Act, 
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SWIMMING  POOLS 

During  the  year,  visits  were  made  to  the  two  open  air  swim- 
ming pools  and  the  public  baths,  and  samples  were  obtained  of 
the  water  in  the  pools  and  baths. 

The  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  were  all  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

On  each  visit  the  water  was  also  tested  for  Residual  chlorine 
content  and  with  one  exception  all  the  samples  were  above  the 
recognised  standard. 

The  one  exception  was  slightly  low  and  the  management  were 
advised  to  increase  the  chlorine  content. 

No.  of  Bacteriological  samples  obtained  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  Chemical  (Residual  chlorine)  ...  ...  12 

On  each  visit  an  inspection  was  made  of  the  dressing  rooms 
and  sanitary  accommodation  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  YEAR  1954. 


Total  Deaths 
1984. 

U 

id 

id 

?— 4 

id 

id 

CO 

t-4 

CQ 

ns 

Deaths  in 

C.  & W.  Hnsn 

Deaths  in  G.  Hosp. 

^4 

• 

CAUSES  OP 
DEATH. 

CO 

0) 

'3 

S 
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'3 

■49 
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Under  1 yes 

<D 

c 

a 

ce 

iH 

U 

o 

c 

S3 

P 
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O 

P 

p 

'p 

P 
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lO 
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T3 

P 

S3 

0 

cd 

lO 

Tjl 

a 

S3 

ns 

P 

cS 

lO 

CD 

Deaths  in  oth 

Inst. 

1.  Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis  Other 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

4.  Diphtheria. . 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . . 

35 

2 

6 

6 

2 

1 

41 

4 

6 

9 

1 

18 

1 

3 

14 

3 

2 

3 

1 

3 

6 

1 

1 

10 

6.  Meningococcal  Infection 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

1 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Para- 

sitic Diseases  . . 

0.  Malignant  Neoplasm, 
Stomach  .. 

2 

28 

1 

25 

3 

53 

1 

•• 

1 

1 

1 

19 

33 

1 

6 

2 

8 

2 

1.  ditto  Lung,  Hronchus  , . 

66 

5 

71 

1 

3 

39 

28 

6 

12 

9 

9.  ditto  Breast 

32 

32 

4 

13 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3.  ditto  Uterus 

24 

24 

4 

14 

6 

2 

1 

4.  Other  Malignant  and 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

120 

88 

208 

1 

12 

71 

124 

27 

38 

18 

5.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . . 

6.  Diabetes 

3 

7 

4 

8 

7 

15 

•• 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

12 

2 

3 

2 

3 

7.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Ner- 
vous System 

147 

169 

3)6 

10 

66 

240 

27 

41 

11 

3.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

224 

106 

330 

14 

104 

212 

26 

40 

5 

9.  Hypertension  with  Heart 
Disease  .. 

26 

30 

56 

1 

19 

36 

7 

9 

3 

0.  Other  Heart  Disease 

142 

141 

283 

1 

21 

40 

221 

20 

35 

5 

1.  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

29 

22 

51 

1 

12 

38 

11 

5 

6 

2.  Influenza  . . 

4 

1 

5 

2 

1 

2 

3.  Pneumonia 

48 

32 

80 

16 

3 

1 

3 

14 

43 

17 

13 

11 

4.  Bronchitis  .. 

88 

31 

119 

4 

3 

2 

41 

69 

11 

16 

4 

5.  Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory  System  . . 

16 

7 

23 

3 

1 

4 

9 

6 

2 

6 

3.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 
Duodenum 

22 

7 

29 

16 

13 

7 

8 

3 

J-  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 
Diarrhoea 

5 

4 

9 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 

3-  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

16 

11 

27 

10 

12 

5 

4 

7 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate.. 

20 

20 

20 

4 

4 

2 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 
Abortion 

5 

5 

6 

2 

2 

Congenital  Malformation 

io 

14 

24 

19 

1 

2 

2 

1 

11 

4 

.!•  Other  Defined  and  Ill- 
Defined  Diseases 

90 

112 

202 

77 

4 

3 

11 

37 

70 

52 

73 

13 

4-  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

27 

9 

36 

1 

2 

2 

14 

9 

8 

23 

1 

• . 

All  Other  Accidents 

25 

33 

58 

3 

4 

2 

10 

9 

30 

24 

. • 

4 

Suicide 

20 

15 

35 

10 

19 

13 

2 

1 

. . 

Homicide  and  Operations 
of  War  . . 

1 

1 

1 

•• 

Totals 



1228  < 

146 

2174. 

L27 

22 

9 

L62 

587 

1267  i 

93 

551 

L19 

Inst. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  CITY  FROM  1932  to  1954  INCLUSIVE 
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Table  of  Comparative  Vital  Statistics  over  a period  of  ten  years 
for  Coventry,  the  large  To>vns,  and  England  and  Wales. 


Birth  Rate 

Dkath  Rate 

Infantile 
Mortality  Rate 

Coventry 

126 

Large 

Towns 

England 

and 

Wales 

Coventry 

126 

Large 

Towns 

England 

and 

Wales 

Coventry 

126 

Large 

Towns 

England 

and 

ales 

1945 

22  2 

19-1 

161 

10-5 

13-5 

11-4 

68 

54 

46 

1946 

22-4 

22-2 

19-1 

10-0 

12-7 

11-5 

54 

46 

43 

1947 

23-2 

22-0 

20-6 

9-9 

12-5 

12-3 

45 

44 

41 

1948 

20-3 

20-0 

17-9 

8.8 

11-6 

10-8 

45 

89 

34 

1949 

18-6 

18-7 

16-7 

9-4 

12-5 

11-7 

39 

37 

32 

1950 

17-3 

17-6 

15  8 

9-4 

12-3 

11-6 

S3 

34 

30 

1951 

16-7 

17-3 

15-5 

10-4 

13-4 

12-5 

36 

34 

30 

1952 

15  9 

16-9 

15-3 

8-9 

12-1 

11-3 

32 

31 

28 

1953 

16-1 

17-0 

15-5 

8-5 

12-2 

11-4 

33 

31 

27 

1954 

15-76 

15-98 

15-2 

8-2 

11-23 

j 11-3 

1 

30 

27 

25 
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Table  showing  Population,  Birth-rates,  Death- 
Mortality  rates  of  the  20  large 


Birmingham 

Bradford 

Bristol 

Cardiff 

Coventry 

Croydon 

Klngston- 

upon-HuU 

Leeds 

R.G.’s  Estimated  Popula- 
tion 

1,117,700 

286,500 

444,900 

248,000 

264,600 

249,800 

300,000 

507,200 

Comparability  Factor  : — 
(o)  births 

0-94 

1-00 

0-99 

0-94 

0-95 

0-99 

0-96 

0-98 

(6)  deaths 

114 

0-97 

0-96 

1-07 

1-27 

0-90 

1-15 

1-08 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 

16-36 

16-4 

15-04 

18-11 

15-76 

14-3 

18-3 

15-0 

Birth  Rate  as  Adjusted 
BY  Factor 

15-378 

16-4 

14-89 

17-02 

14-8 

14-2 

17-6 

14-7 

Crude  Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 

10-64 

14-78 

11-61 

11-58 

8-2 

10-6 

10-7 

11-3 

Death  Rate  as  Adjusted 
BY  Factor 

12-130 

14-34 

11-15 

12-39 

10-4 

9-5 

12-3 

12-2 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
PER  1,000  Live  Births  . . 

24-23 

31-4 

20-77 

34-06 

30-4 

19-0 

33-9 

26-0 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 
PER  1,000  Live  Births  . . 

16-79 

20-0 

15-84 

21-82 

22-0 

14-0 

19-3 

17-8 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000 
Total  Births 

21-62 

24-9 

23-35 

25-39 

29-9 

22-2 

27-6 

24-2 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 
PER  1,000  Total  Births 

0-803 

0-42 

0-58 

1-30 

1-2 

0-82 

0-71 

0-64 

Tuberculosis  Rates  per 
1,000  Population  : — 

(a)  Primary  notifications 
Respiratory  . . 

0-99 

0-92 

0-868 

1-19 

1-6 

0-845 

1-15 

0-93 

Non-respiratory 

0-12 

0-12 

0-110 

0-24 

0-16 

0-108 

0-11 

0-16 

(6)  Deaths — 

Respiratory  . . 

0-20 

0-11 

0-151 

0-30 

0-15 

0-112 

0-25 

0-16 

Non-respiratory 

0-01 

0-02 

0-016 

0-02 

0-015 

0-016 

0-02 

0-01 

♦Death  Rates  per  1,000 
Population  from  : — 

Cancer  (all  forms,  includ- 
ing Leukaemia  and 
Aleukaemia) 

2-05 

2-30 

2-084 

2-06 

1-5 

1-94 

1-98 

2-03 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0-00 

— 

0-00 

0-004 

— 

0-00 

0-01 

0-005 

Whooping  Cough 

0-01 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0-00 

— 

Influenza 

0-03 

0-12 

0-04 

0-032 

0-019 

0-02 

0-07 

0-03 

Measles 













_ 



Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 
Encephalitis 

0-00 

0-00 

0-004 

0-00 

0-01 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

0-01 

0-02 

0-00 

0-048 

0-012 

0-00 

0-02 

0-02 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 
per  1,000  live  births  . . 

0-71 

1-30 

0-15 

2-67 

0-7 

0-28 

1-28 

1-05 

Where  no  deaths  have  occurred  at  all,  a "dash”  is  inserted. 

Where  the  number  of  deaths  is  too  small  to  express  as  a rate,  the  figures  0-00  are  inserted. 

* In  calculating  these  rates,  a population  figure  of  187,950  is  used,  which  is  a working  population  taking  into 
account  the  boundary  change  on  1st  April,  1954. 

••  Includes  one  death  with  interval  of  30  years  between  pregnancy  and  death. 


4tes,  Zymotic  Death-rates,  Infant  and  Maternal 
owns  of  England  and  Wales  for  1954. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS.  (Historical  Summary}. 


Year. 

Houses 

Inhabited 

(December) 

Vacant. 

Popula- 

tion 

(Mid-year) 

1586 

6,502 

1643 

• . 

9,500 

1694 

. . 

6,711 

1723 

1.9.34 

. . 

1748 

2,066 

12,817 

1801 

2,930 

16,034 

1811 

3,448 

•60 

17,923 

1821 

3.729 

*114 

21,448 

1831 

5.444 

*421 

27,298 

1841 

6.531 

*590 

31,032 

1851 

U 

P 

7.783 

•151 

36,812 

1861 

cr 

8,991 

* 1,026 

40,936 

I 871 

P 

</i 

8,535 

•816 

37.670 

1881 

4) 

9,239 

*643 

42,11 1 

1891 

-1,465 

•284 

52,724 

1901 

15.571 

353 

69.978 

I9I  I 

23.515 

95 

106,349 

1921 

28,355 

502t 

128,157 

1931 

41,275 

917  + 

167,083 

1951 

1 

— 

258,211 

1897 

ti2,440 

73 

61,234 

I9II 

23.515 

95 

107,287 

1912 

24.590 

50 

rii,i66 

1913 

25.051 

113 

115,064 

1914 

25,860 

99 

119,003 

>915 

26,667 

56 

122,982 

1916 

27.366 

12 

127,089 

1917 

27.531 

15 

130,000 

1918 

27.735 

25 

133,000 

1919 

27,829 

20 

136,000 

1920 

27.973 

48 

I 30,000 

1921 

28,355 

502t 

128,157 

1922 

28,661 

72 

129,000 

1923 

29,4M 

40 

130,500 

1924 

29,685 

90 

132,000 

1925 

30,199 

83 

133.500 

1926 

31.034 

1 1 1 

135,000 

1927 

32,260 

15' 

139,000 

1928 

38,474 

175 

161,600° 

1929 

39,374 

750 

163,700 

1930 

40,519 

800 

165,800 

1931 

41,275 

917 

168,900 

1932 

45,781 

lOOC 

182,000° 

<933 

47.175 

1000 

184,500 

1934 

48,730 

1 500 

184,900 

<935 

50,622 

1854 

190,000 

1936 

54.273 

1361 

192,360 

1937 

57.888 

1606 

206,500 

1938 

61,580 

1316 

229,900 

1939 

— 

— 

— 

1940 

— 

— 

229,400 

1941 

— 

— 

193,070 

1942 

— 

— 

207,200 

1943 

— 

— 

214,870 

1944 

65,926 

— 

220,400 

1945 

— 

— 

221,970 

1946 

— 

— 

232,850 

’'947 

68  900 

— 

242,860 

1948 

69,950 

1 — 

250,400 

1 949 

70.550 

— 

254,900 

1950 

71,720 

— 

256,800 

1951 

72,497 

— 

258,100 

1952 

73,828 

265 

261,000 

1953 

76,150 

' 157 

263,000 

1954 

76,458 

95 

264,600 

Mortality 


Intectious 

Mortality 


Deaths 
under  one 
year  per 
looo  born. 


Birth 

Rate 


Ten  Years’  Average. 


27 

25 

22 

20 

13-5 

i6’96 

'37 

II-3 

IO‘I 

107 

3-3 

17 

1-9 

'•4 

07  1 

0'2  1 

0-17  i 

150 

142 

153-7 

109-3 

83-6 

67-7 

52-4 

35-4 

32-0 

29-8 

28-0 

23-2 

15-7 

18-0 

i6’8 

1-8 

157 

31.3 

133 

2-o8 

109-8 

26.9 

ir9 

1-35 

76- 1 

26-4 

II-4 

o'84 

91  6 

26-0 

117 

070 

84-6 

26-9 

12-9 

1-39 

87-8 

23-8 

10-9 

1-23 

87-5 

23-5 

10  4 

0-47 

78-5 

20*2 

i4'6 

0*42 

92-5 

20-7 

9-3 

0 32 

82-3 

18-2 

9-8 

0-35 

760 

250 

10*2 

0*25 

79'3 

22*1 

io‘6 

0-34 

70-4 

i8'9 

9 3 

0*20 

64-9 

16-9 

96 

0*19 

79‘4 

i6'o 

io'6 

0-30 

77-1 

16-3 

97 

0-15 

68-9 

15-7 

I0‘2 

0-23 

63-4 

14-8 

96 

o’34 

65-7 

I4'4 

I2’I 

0-63 

73‘< 

14-8 

lO-I 

0‘32 

57-0 

14-5 

lO'O 

O’lO 

577 

14-8 

9'4 

o’33 

697 

13-5 

9'9 

0-21 

64-5 

13-4 

lO’O 

o'i7 

57‘i 

13-6 

97 

o' 16 

46-5 

14-4 

IO‘I 

0'20 

51-8 

I5-I 

io’4 

o'i8 

48-5 

15-7 

9'5 

o‘'3 

56-0 

16-5 

9 4 

— 

54-6 

I7'7 

137 

O'll 

63-0 

i6'4 

I2‘8 

0.21 

54-8 

17. 1 

I0'2 

007 

623 

19-3 

9.6 

0.23 

499 

2Ia2 

9-0 

0'24 

48-4 

24-8 

io'5 

0*30 

68-2 

22*2 

lO’O 

O' 32 

54-3 

22*4 

9'9 

0'i8 

45-' 

23*2 

8-8 

O’  10 

45-5 

20-3 

9'4 

O’ll 

39-4 

18-6 

9-4 

0-06 

32-6 

17-3 

10'4 

0 03 

35-6 

16-7 

89 

0 05 

31-7 

15-9 

8’5 

004 

33-4 

16-1 

8’2 

0-015 

30-4 

15-76 

» This  number  includes  all  business  omces,  wneiiici  i.i  

not  occupied  on  the  night  the  Census  was  taken. 

t This  number  omits  all  business  offices,  factories,  etc. 
t The  Census  returns  show  unoccupied  " dwellings’  —not  houses. 
In  these  years  an  extension  of  the  City  Boundaries  took  place. 
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Comparative  Statistics  of  the  16  Wards  in  the  City  for  1954. 


Wards 

R.G.  Estimated 
Population,  1954 

Acreage 

Density  per  Acre 

Number  of  Deaths 

Registered 

Death  Rate,  1954 

Number  of  Births 

Registered  in  City 

Birth  Rate,  1954 

Number  of  Deaths 

under  1 year  of  age 

Infantile  Death 

Rate 

Bablakc 

15922 

1463 

10.9 

105 

6.6 

131 

8.3 

6 

45.8 

Charter  and 

Binley 

15401 

2173 

7.0 

144 

9.8 

387 

25.1 

12 

31.0 

Chaylesmoro 

15970 

1056 

15.1 

109 

6.8 

203 

12.7 

7 

34.5 

Earlsdon 

14923 

1908 

7.8 

151 

10.1 

139 

9.3 

8 

57.5 

Foleshill 

15710 

645 

24.4 

165 

10.5 

208 

13.2 

6 

28.8 

Godiva 

16810 

559 

3J.1 

15? 

9.1 

256 

15.2 

10 

39.0 

Holbroak’s  ... 

12999 

821 

15.8 

99 

7.6 

179 

13.8 

5 

28.0 

Longford 

17023 

2266 

7.5 

149 

8.8 

281 

16.5 

9 

32.0 

Lower  Stoke  . . 

19246 

849 

22.7 

158 

8.2 

188 

9.8 

7 

37.2 

Radford 

19740 

673 

29.0 

168 

8.5 

237 

12.0 

17 

80.2 

St.  Miohael’a 

17611 

380 

4S.3 

167 

9.5 

244 

13.9 

11 

45  0 

Sherbourne  . . 

16734 

596 

28.1 

122 

7.3 

138 

8.2 

3 

21.7 

Upper  Stoke.. 

20738 

826 

25.1 

157 

7.6 

222 

10.7 

9 

40.5 

Walsgrave 

16307 

1550 

10.5 

97 

6.0 

185 

11.3 

4 

21.6 

Westwood 

17849 

2118 

8.4 

136 

7.6 

349 

19.5 

11 

31.5 

Whoberley 

11617 

1284 

9.0 

94 

3.0 

118 

10.1 

2 

17.0 

TEIiEKEAL  DL$L)(SLS 

Return  relating  to  Coventry  Cases  Treated  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital,  1954 


141 


1 

19S0. 

618 

05 

Ch 

CO  0 00  CO  t>  t- 
’-I  CO 

; Ok  05  • rH 

• fc-  : 

169 

534 

CM 

50 

1661 

«M 

CO 

<0  10  >0  00  o> 

rH  'M  05  • • 

CO 

CO 

t-» 

IM 

rH  KO  • 1 

J b-  CO 

50 

b- 

0 

rH 

rH 

(B 

rH 

rH 

H 

f-i 

Oh 

00 

: • <0  10  (M 

: t-  »o  • • 

: CO  t-  CO 

CD 

0 

c^ 

. : (M 

. »o  • l 

. 0 

CO 

(M 

Oi 

0 

CM  CO 

CO 

fH 

CO 

0 

0 

CO  r-1  05  rH 

: 05  »o  • • 

: CO  CO  ! 

CM 

! 

a> 

CM 

iH  CO 

• rH  • • 

: 0 CO  : 

cs 

05 

1 

rH 

C4  CO 

(M 

: 

Ok 

rH  : CO  CO  rH  CM 

: CD  0 rH  • 

! iO  CO 

0 

*» 

0 

tH 

. iH  <M 

: CO  : 

: CM  00  t 

00 

1 

0 

0 

fH 

(M  CM 

CM 

H 

rH 

ij  m 

tJ  . 

■4'^ 

i ks 

0 

CO 

: • 10  CM  10  eo 

: CO  o>  • • 

CO  lO  • 

CO 

0 

fill 

: : rH 

50  0 

CO 

!l  H 

<M 

rH 

1 

a 

05 

lO 

f-H  ; r-(  W CT) 

• CO  CO  ^ : 

• 05  rH  • 

50 

0 

»-H 

rH  • 

: CO  00  ; 

CM 

CO 

*-H 

rH 

00 

. 

00 

. a 

CO 

J 

• 

Ch 

II  < 

° 

rH 

CM 

1 ^ 

1|  C 

■5 

a 

• 05  rH  • 

. 

(M 

A 

* 

CO 

•1  0 

1-H 

rH  rH 

li  tf 

CO 



s 

8 

Cti 

r-1 

:::::. 

■a 

H 

O 

c 

o 

O 


CO 

o 


40 


o 

CO 


CM  CO 


o> 

05 


xi 

0. 

tH 

cc 


o 

o 


' r-J  CO  05 


CO 

GO 


4) 

'O 

c 

D 

Im 

OS 

3 

S 


O u 


liC  ^ o; 
fl  g ^ 

3 

n '•*  G 

5 0C.2 

.2.S-S 

bo  ^ 

O 3 w 

05 

© rO  ^ 


a 3 o 

o ^ 

5 

© 

'G  o a 

o 


.S  ^ 

U4  fl 

© © 
a § 


• ^ 

• \o 


a 

o 


M 


CO 


© s 


® ^ -3 

c8 

- •^  © 

B 

© < 

»-•  © >4 

M >^.P 


G 

« ^ 2 

o o o 

•x  cu  © 

> © S-H 


^-g  o 

s s *“ 

08  G « 


00  «4-l 

•r4 

d -**  © 

G © 
cG 

© 

2 ^ 

0 

(4 

. . o3  • 

S G G 

® ® 0 

43  43  ^ 

© c3  i-< 

© 

c 

0 

-G 

* I © ! 

^ w 

^ 14 

“ t-  'G 

© 

^ 3 

49  C8 

© 0 G 

> 

0 © 

« 'G 

»4  G 

a <?-H. 

0 

jd  « 


G 
U ^ 

ee  ^ 


^ y ^*,0  43 
'3Cu2go®^^ 
S2'*".S§-SS^ 

(4  3 

cfl  © .G 


> ««  rs 

(4  CO 

® fc* 

m »«  © 

GO 
G 
O 


c8 

G 

*5 

GO 

G 


G 
© 

’ c8  43  ^ 

2 

-S  ® © 

G ^ 
tip  G 0 

G ^ G 
*2  © GO  2 


•3  ‘2  © 


; 4 © 

S S .tj  c 

^ S t3  *, 

^ d o 


...  £ ts  d 

O’  GO  G 43 

2.S 

w .G  GO  a 

a 3 = r'^ 
O rr*”^  ^ 


'^^Jo-S-So  25 


> o 
© 


© 

2 5^ 

•:3  G 
cd  © 
c3  ^ 
^ © ^ 
o ^ 

d 2 ® 


u * 
© 


© 

a5 

d 20 

w * 

G 


04 
• >> 
CC 


83  GoS  © b - 

,43  0 o o ^ .2  o 

fcj  >4  ,G  *3  -*3  43  • G 

u o cu^  O *,G  •— 

0 c 3 c 5^3 
G fl8  W ca  ^ G c 
o ^ G ” ® o 

00  jJ  o ^ o 


5 pq  ci  P W O W t-i  i-a  M P 1*^  ^ O 


»G  o -2 

fe  — 

.§--3 


- 2 
2 

cQ  G 


5 S 

m:2 

O o 

^ s 

43  p 


'G 

! © 


* G 
G ” 
© ^ 

D.g 

AM  pO 

o (JJ 

^■- 


> . 
o 

04 

04 

© 

CO 
« cs 
G 
2 

Is 

P 

S.s 

*-  O 

o © 

-w 

o o 

►> 


•3 

CO 


aa 

» 

H 

►H 

O 

cfi 

G 

< 

O 


> C 

fc4  'iX 

© ^ 
w ^ 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 
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Live  Register  of  Tuberculosis  Patieuts. 


Pulmonary 

Cases. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Oases. 

Total  Cases 
(All  Forms). 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M 

F. 

Total 

1.  No.  on  Register  at  31/12/1953... 

1349 

961 

2310 

167 

213 

380 

1516 

1174 

2690 

2.  Cases  notified  (or  otherwise 
coming  to  knowledge)  in  1954 

270 

163 

433 

27 

15 

42 

297 

178 

475 

3.  Cases  removed  from  Register  in 
1954  

162 

73 

235 

17 

13 

30 

179 

86 

265 

4.  No.  on  Register  at  31/12/1954... 

1457 

1051 

2508 

177 

215 

392 

1634 

1266 

2900 

Tuberculosis. 


Cases  on  Register 

Cases  Notified 
(or  brought  to  notice) 

• 

Dkaths 

Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

lA  UXJ 

Pulmonary 

! 

Palmonary 

No. 

Bate 

a\0. 

Rato 

M. 

848 

142 

' 227 

30 

126 

10 

1915 

0-79 

0 04 

F. 

542 

136 

147 

31 

51 

10 

M. 

857 

119 

162 

13 

88 

10 

1946 

0-68 

009 

F. 

564 

136 

132 

29 

49 

12 

M. 

938 

115 

223 

22 

92 

9 

1947 

0 67 

0 C8 

F 

572 

156 

143 

34 

74 

11 

M. 

998 

121 

209 

38 

89 

15 

1948 

0-50 

010 

F. 

639 

165 

161 

31 

33 

11 

1949 

M. 

1057 

130 

238 

25 

91 

0-50 

13 

0-10 

F. 

698 

177 

162 

35 

37 

13 

1950 

M. 

1086 

136 

184 

21 

77 

0-47 

7 

006 

F 

771 

188 

156 

27 

43 

8 

1951 

M. 

1063 

145 

247 

26 

56 

0-29 

10 

0 04 

F. 

780 

200 

132 

20 

19 

M. 

1241 

159 

290 

23 

29 

0-20 

4 

006 

1952 

F. 

881 

211 

180 

25 

22 

11 

1953 

M. 

1349 

167 

285 

17 

30 

015 

3 

0'02 

F. 

961 

213 

173 

21 

9 

M. 

1457 

177 

270 

27 

35 

0-15 

2 

0 015 

1954 

F. 

1051 

215 

163 

15 

6 

K 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1954 
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PROPORTIONS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES 

TO  TOTAL  DEATHS,  1954 


1 

( 


DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART 


'^fRVOUS 


TOTAL 

DEATH  RATE 

8-2 


PNEUMONIA  0-30 


8-2 


Th«  Total  Death  Rate  from  all  Causes  was 


CHART  SHOWING  THE  INFANT  MORTALITY  PER  1,000  BIRTHS  IN  COVENTRY. 
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The  Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  births  is  represented  by  the  chimneys,  the  shaded  portion  of  which  represents  the 
death  rate  amongst  babies  under  four  weeks  of  age  (i.e.,  the  neo  natal  death  rate). 

The  Infant  Death  Bate  for  England  and  Wales  is  represented  by  the  line 


iiiiiitu«ui]iyL  liliut  XI  luk  liifeiauinxL  m 

Lat.  52°  23'  26".  Long  1°  31'  4"  W.  Height  of  rim  of  rain  gauge  above  Mean  Sea  Level,  338-ft. 

The  cistern  of  the  barometer  is  situated  326  feet  above  sea  level. 


Wind  Directions. 

No.  of  daily  observa- 
tions each  months 

•AVN 

CO 

CD 

to 

fH 

© 

• 

05 

''1* 

© 

•M 

ic 

- 

CO 

CD 

CD 

CO 

© 

© 

© 

© 

05 

to 

•A\S 

00 

O) 

CO 

t>* 

00 

2 

00 

05 

05 

Oi 

'•P 

05 

•s  ! • 

- 

CO 

- 

• 

CO 

- 

05 

to 

« 

© 

05 

•H’S 

CO 

CO 

- 

CO 

CO 

• 

© 

© 

05 

© 

05 

•3 

CO 

- 

• 

• 

• 

- 

© 

0 

aN 

ic 

rn 

CO 

00 

05 

05 

© 

05 

to 

•N 

- 

to 

- 

-< 

- 

- 

© 

- 

Oh 

05 

Wind 

Force 

(0-8) 

ptnM  '? 

JO  IUIB3  Jl 

C<l 

to 

rs 

a 

to 

cq 

© 

05 

to 

to 

05 

© 

05 

264 

spuiM  3noats  P“b 

ajEjapoK  JO  suoij  T 
-,jasqo  JO  jaqtunh 

ic 

C<l 

"•I* 

CD 

CD 

05 

0 

to 

© 

© 

© 

"•P 

05 

Weather, 

No.  of  Days  of 

aiBO 

- 

- 

05 

'•P 

3oj 

CO 

CO 

O'. 

© 

© 

^SBOJOAQ 

r> 

o 

cq 

00 

CO 

C4 

05 

05 

00 

- 

0 

05 

Oi 

05 

© 

05 

05 

A51S  JE30 

<N 

- 

05 

05 

- 

© 

05 

© 

rajo;sJ9punqx 

- 

CO 

- 

05 

CO 

- 

- 

05 

PBH 

- 

- 

• 

- 

© 

MOUg 

<o 

- 

- 

© 

Rain  and  other  Forms 
of  Precipitation 

Most  in 
a Day 

qjuojM 

JO  Xeq 

CO 

Oi 

05 

00 

rs 

to 

00 

© 

05 

© 

05 

© 

© 

Nov 

5 

^unoray 

r> 

N 

t>. 

to 

CO 

to 

o 

CD 

05 

to 

05 

to 

05 

© 

© 

© 

1-04 

Cp 

1-04 

aSeraAV 

JO  a3Ejuaorad[ 

CD 

CO 

to 

128 

CD 

CO 

CO 

Tf 

r>. 

CO 

•Tp 

0 

05 

232 

© 

© 

o» 

IIE3  IBJOX 

0-74 

2-69 

2-38 

0-43 

2-26 

2-62 

3-37 

3-66 

1-89 

3-36 

5-33 

1-77 

30-50 

sAeq  jo  jaquinN 

o 

2 

c>. 

CO 

O 

05 

0 

05 

05 

05 

05 

© 

© 

a> 

nnm-.  8 0 afBOS)  'ai  B 6 IB 

suoi;BAJ3sqo  Jo 

lO 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

Bright 

Sunshine 

UESM  ^IJBa 

to 

2-34 

2-51 

15-44 

3-62 

o 

O) 

cb 

3-54! 

1 

3-74i 

1 

5-53 

2-34 

r- 

1-48 

3-14 

aSEiaAV 
jo  aSEjuaojaj 

CO 

00 

O 

2 

r>. 

CD 

to 

CD 

CO 

CD 

© 

© 

0 

© 

05 

t>. 

© 

© 

© 

Earth 

Temp. 

qjdap  jaaj  f JE 

45-5 

42-1 

42-4 

45-2 

GO 

52-3 

e-ss 

56-7 

56-7 

54-4 

50-6 

46-7 

49-7 

qjdap  jooj  I JV 

40-7 

CO 

r- 

CO 

41-3 

46-2 

S-IS 

57-0 

59-5 

59-7 

57-6 

53-9 

46-2 

Cp 

cb 

49-5 

Hygrometer 

Mean  of  Observa- 
tions at  9 a.m. 

Xjipnnnrj 

Oi 

to 

05 

CD 

00 

CD 

05 

0 

00 

© 

© 

05 

00 

© 

© 

© 

O'. 

© 

-P 

© 

amssaJd 

jnodBA 

? 

CO 

Cp 

to 

10-3 

13-1 

12-4 

© 

T 

cb 

0. 

tb 

10-0 

qing  JOM  Jo 

uoissardaQ 

CO 

CO 

CD 

O 

cp 

cp 

cb 

cs 

cb 

0 

cb 

Cp 

cb 

O) 

cb 

<Ti 

cp 

Cp 

Cp 

qjng  Ajq 

35-8 

36-3 

41-5 

45-5 

50-8 

55-7 

to 

to 

58-0 

55-5 

53-6 

43-0 

43-2 

0 

ob 

Air  Temperature 

Absolute  Minimum 
and  Maximum 

qjuoK 

JO  Aea 

lO 

C4 

- 

CO 

4/24 

20/24 

cb 

- 

- 

Sept. 

1 

tnnuiixBi^ 

CD 

to 

to 

o 

CD 

o 

CD 

r> 

pN 

O 

r- 

Oh 

r*. 

0 

© 

© 

© 

© 

to 

© 

0 

© 

qjuoK 

JO  Aeq 

00 

M 

C4 

- 

X 

X 

14/29 

/30 

CD 

\ 

to 

05 

© 

05 

© 

05 

© 

- 

Feb. 

2 

uinuiioiK 

O 

CO 

C4 

X 

X 

CO 

"I* 

CO 

© 

rp 

© 

« 

© 

05 

© 

05 

© 

05 

© 

05 

in< 

aSEjaAV 
)jj  aonajagja 

7 

cp 

7 

o 

1 

X 

X 

CO 

t 

Cp 

to 

1 

Cp 

cb 

1 

© 

1 

+2-8 

+0-1 

+3-6 

X 

a puE  v JO  UEajM 

36-5 

37-2 

42-4 

X 

X 

55-1 

56-5 

57-7 

54-0 

52-6 

43-1 

42-9 

X 

Mean  of 

tnnuiiuij^ 

31-5 

32-8 

36-7 

X 

X 

47-7 

Cp 

9- OS 

46-3 

46-5 

36-7 

37-7 

X 

uininTXBW 

CD 

41-6 

48-1 

q> 

to 

59-7 

62-4 

63-3 

64-9 

61-7 

58-7 

49-6 

ob 

".p 

V 

to 

Baro- 

meter 

Ins. 

3: 

jaAag  Eag 
(B  -g  oZe  JE 
nssatg  UEaw 

30-138 

29-810 

CO 

lO 

r* 

05 

M 

30-248 

29-962 

29-92lj 

29-845 

29-831 

29-851 

Ci 

05 

a 

29-88S 

op 

05 

05 

1954 

Jan. 

CQ 

U} 

CC 

< 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Year 

Meteorological  Station  moved  from  City  Hospital,  Whitley,  to  the  Memorial  Park,  1.4.51.  1 

Atmospheric  Pollution  Recorders  moved  from  Whitley  Pumping  Station  to  Whitley  Waterworks  } nile  S.E.  t 1.9.51 
Atmospheric  Pollution  Recorders  moved  from  Edgwick  Park  to  Foleshill  Road  Day  Nursery,  50  yards  N.W.  J 

•Accessible  instruments  at  this  station  were  smashed  by  persons  unknown. 
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RAINFALL 

Total  Rainfall  Recorded  in  Inches  from  1895 — 1954 


Year 

Rainfall 
in  inches 

Year 

Rainfall 
in  inches 

Year 

Rainfall 
in  inches 

■ 1895 

24.00 

1915 

29.19 

1935 

30.20 

1896 

25.21 

1916 

28.47 

1936 

27.98 

1897 

26.79 

1917 

25.37 

1937 

27.83 

1898 

19.87 

1918 

25.24 

1938 

22.13 

1899 

22.71 

1919 

30.04 

1939 

32.81 

1900 

28.88 

1920 

27.61 

1940 

21.27 

1901 

21.42 

1921 

17.44 

1941 

26.72 

1902 

22.54 

1922 

29.73 

1942 

21.18 

1903 

32.75 

1923 

27.49 

1943 

20.28 

1904 

19.98 

1924 

31.96 

1944 

26.34 

1905 

21.35 

1925 

26.43 

1945 

20.60 

1906 

20.45 

1926 

27.66 

1946 

29.16 

1907 

27.60 

1927 

33.09 

1947 

20.59 

1908 

23.14 

1928 

26.92 

1948 

29.16 

1909 

26.65 

1929 

25.46 

1949 

22.81 

1910 

29.57 

1930 

30.99 

1950 

24.79 

1911 

21.37 

1931 

26.91 

1951 

32.49 

1912 

37.02 

1932 

29.38 

1952 

25.86 

1913 

26.35 

1933 

21.68 

1953 

20.89 

1914 

25.16 

1934 

20.96 

1954 

30.50 

SUNSHINE 

Total  Sunshine  Hours  Recorded  from  1895 — 1954 


Year 

Hours 

Year 

Hours 

Year 

Hours 

1895 

1495 

1915 

1463 

1935 

1374 

1896 

1111 

1916 

1220 

1936 

1120 

1897 

1367  ■ 

1917 

1326 

1937 

1147 

1898 

1326 

1918 

1310 

1938 

1282 

1899 

1482 

1919 

1320 

1939 

1310 

1900 

1166 

1920 

1110 

1940 

1467 

1901 

1214 

1921 

1530 

1941 

1160 

1902 

967 

1922 

1293 

1942 

1249 

1903 

1096 

1923 

1246 

1943 

1348 

1904 

1209 

1924 

1249 

1944 

1240 

1905 

1052 

1925 

1266 

1945 

1255 

1906 

1536 

1926 

1126 

1946 

1269 

1907 

1354 

1927 

1107 

1947 

1293 

1908 

1406 

1928 

1349 

1948 

1322 

1909 

1478 

1929 

1489 

1949 

1587 

1910 

1312 

1930 

1252 

1950 

1410 

1911 

1555 

1931 

1159 

1951 

1365 

1912 

1125 

1932 

1087 

1952 

1503 

1913 

1169 

1933 

1456 

1953 

1361 

1914 

1452 

1934 

1362 

1954 

1144 
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